FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1216018-0 


Total 

Deleted Page (s ) 

= 40 


Page 

125 

~ 

Duplicate 

- to pages 

117-119; 

Page 

126 

~ 

Duplicate 

- to pages 

117-119; 

Page 

127 

~ 

Duplicate 

- to pages 

117-119; 

Page 

146 

~ 

Referral /Direct; 


Page 

180 

~ 

Duplicate 

- to PAGE 

5 174-CG FILE; 

Page 

181 

~ 

Duplicate 

- TO PAGES 

6 & 7 174-CG FILE; 

Page 

182 

~ 

Duplicate 

- TO PAGES 

6 & 7 174-CG FILE; 

Page 

183 

~ 

Duplicate 

- to pages 

11,12 174-CG-193 file; 

Page 

184 

~ 

Duplicate 

- to pages 

11,12 174-CG-193 file; 

Page 

185 

~ 

Duplicate 

- TO PAGE 

10 174-CG FILE; 

Page 

196 

- 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

197 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

198 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

199 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

200 

- 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

201 

- 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

202 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

203 

- 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

204 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

205 

- 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

206 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

207 

- 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

208 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

209 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

210 

- 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

211 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

212 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

213 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

214 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

215 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

216 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

217 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

218 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

219 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

220 

~ 

b6; b7C; 



Page 

222 

~ 

Referral/Direct; 


Page 

226 

~ 

Re ferral /Consult ; 


Page 

246 

~ 

Referral /Direct; 


Page 

262 

- 

Duplicate 

- TO PAGES 

259-260; 

Page 

263 

~ 

Duplicate 

- TO PAGES 

259-260; 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



OPTIONAL ‘FORM NO. 10 




-•UJNlT&D. STATES GOVER: 

Memorandum 




TO 


FROM 


Mr, Evans 


W. V, Clevela: 



date: 8/7/64 



olson . 


asper 



M 


iallahan , 

Conrad , 

DeLoacff jf * 
Evans 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 



P 

subject: OTTO KERNER 

SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 

X 

We have today received from the White House a request 
for investigation of Otto Kerner, Governor of Illinois. Posit ioi 
involved not indicated. Upon approval, case will be ordered to 
Field for immediate investigation and no neighborhood investigations 
will be conducted. 


wf 



A quick check of our files reveals Governor Kerner is on 
Special Correspondents* List. We conducted applicant investigation 
\of him in 1947 in connection with his appointment as U.S. Attorney, 

\ ''Northern District of Illinois. The investigation was favorable 
* and by letter of 7/8/47 the Director congratulated Kerner on his 
\ appointment. (77*33930). In September, 1947, Kerner was overheard 
\ commenting about bad quality of FBI reports. When contacted 1 ' 

concerning this matter, Kerner denied making the statements. ^ 


ACTION: ■ 

If approved the case will be ordered to the Field for 
immediate investigation. The SAC of the Springfield Office will be 
instructed to personally contact Governor Kerner and advise him we 
are conducting the investigation of him at request of White House. 
The Field will also be * instructed to conduct no neighborhood 
investigations without Bureau approval. You will be advised of 
any unusual developments. 






Mr. DeLOACH: 



August 7, 1964 


Mr. Tolson - 

*4 * * J* 

Mr. Belmont 

" Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Casper _ 
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Conrad _ 
Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter _ 
Tele. Room . 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy . 


In the office of Ralph Dungan at 

the White House called and asked that we do a field investigation 



/ ‘t 

fa! - 2820 -I 



F*D-20S (Rev. 1-10-6 

UNITED STATES 




OVERNMENT 


Memorandum 




T ° : Director, FBI ( 


FROM 





DETROIT 


SUBJECT: qtT0 KERNER 


) DATE: 8/17/64 
( 161-429 ) 


SOG ACTION: 
(Records Branch) 

I | Post and destroy 
□ File 


This case will be delinquent. 

Date of Bureau deadline: 8/18/64 l 1 

Reason for the delinquency: c ommurji c at I'on, t r ede iv ed Detroit 8/12/64, 

Requiring investigation in distant 5 RA. 


Date the report or necessary communication will reach the Bureau: 8/22/64 


AEC zone designation; e. g. , OR, CH, etc. : 
(This applies only to 116 cases. ) 


{•* 

\ 


J : ' * 1 i 

fi.y fi' /-C' 

P\ U 





5T1 No administrative action necessary. 


4-22? (Rev. 1 Ul7Y'9> - 

t NUMEROUS REFERP®E 


Subj: 


SEARCH SLIP 





4 -2 2a # (Rey„ r 1 1*1 7©S 9) V 

NUMEROUS REFER: 


M- 


SEARCH SLIP - ' 


Supervisor 


-Dat#l_' 


Room 

, Searcher/ 
Initial 




Prod. 


FILE NUMBER] 


SERIAL 



/& d>\-~ 


/oA-n73f-6>4x 


,/M- 3^/7- (o 


/yr?j3^~A3 




/ o S’H// 7 y77''7 2~ 


f /S-%\ 6-?~Sjx33 










































Ty pe of Search Requested: 

F I Restricted to Locality of 

1 I Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

I I Buildup I U Variations 


/ 





4-22^(Rev. 1-22-60) 

* ^Federal Bureau of Instigation 

Records Brai^B , 


M^*ffi lame Searching Unit - Room 6527 

L_ J Service Unit - R oom 6524 . 

[^Forward f “1 

L^rfe tteationf j 

C^3l?eturn t [ J HH gZ Wy 

f supeyfisof y^oom Ext. 

Ty pe of References Requested: / / 

[.... j Rpgtflar Request (Anam^al Search) 

Lfed AIl References (Sub^eive & Nonsubversive) 
F I Subversive References Only 

I j Nonsubversive References Only 

H 1 Main References Only 





Ty pe of Refepencej ' 

[ ^ Aguiar Request {Analytical Search) 

Lf< All References, (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 

I Subversive References Only 

1 Nonsubversive References Only 

I 1 Main — — ^.References Only % 
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PLAINTEXT 




8/10/64 


TELETYPE 


\ URGENT 


fiEC-44 


IW- 2820 — 


TO SACS SPRINGFIELD 

CHICAGO - 1 

WASHINGTON FIELD - ENC. 4 (BY SPECIAL MESSENGER) r \ 
BOSTON 1 

ST. LOUIS 
BALTIMORE 


FROM DIRECTOR FBI 

OTTO BERNER, SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDED AUGUST EIGHTEEN, NEST. 

WHITE HOUSE HAS REQUESTED INVESTIGATION OF BERNER WHO IS 
APPARENTLY BEING CONSIDERED FOR PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT, POSITION 
NOT STATED. BE IS GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS. BORN CHICAGO, 

AUGUST FIFTEEN, ONE NINE ZERO EIGHT, AND RESIDES GLENVIEW, 

ILLINOIS, WITH OFFICE AT STATE CAPITAL, SPRINGFIELD. SEE WHO'S 
WHO FOR FURTHER BACKGROUND DATA. 

ALL OFFICES EXCEPT ST. LOUIS AND BALTIMORE SEE URF1L3S WHICH 
INDICATE BERNER WAS INVESTIGATED AS DAPLI IN ONE NINE FOUR SEVEN 

PRIOR TO APPOINTMENT AS U.S. ATTORNEY, NORTHERN DISTRICT OF 

SKIM ff RKRSSri' 

ILLINOIS. BRING UP TO DATE. 

(cont. pg. 2) AUG 10 1964 


(cent. pg. 2) 


TELETYPE 

Note: See attached memo 8/7/64 which has been approved. 


Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Casper 

Callahan Jj. 

Conrad 

DeLoach ; 

Evans 

Gale —LI 

Rosen j U 

Sullivap 

Tavel i 

Trotter" 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 


* ' / 


A i i. 


MAIL ROOM I 1 TELETYPE UNIT 



Return to. 



Room.. ». 



ToX to Springfield 
Re; Otto Korner 


CAREFULLY REVIEW URFILES TO HAKE CERTAIN THAT ALL INFO 
IS PROPERLY REPORTER II? ACCORDANCE WITH PRESENT DAY SPI 
STANDARDS. 1 

SAC SPRINGFIELD SHOULD PERSONALLY CONTACT GOVERNOR KEENER 
AND ADVISE IIIII THAT HE IS BEING INVESTIGATED AT REQUEST OF 
WHITE HOUSE* ASSIGN TO EXPERIENCED AGENTS AND CONDUCT NO 
NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATIONS RE KEENER UNLESS SOI5E REASON FOR 
DOING SO ARISES AT WHICH TIME BUREAU APPROVAL MUST BE SECURED. 

CHECK RECORDS OF APPROPRIATE BARS AND BAR ASSOCIATIONS, 
INCLUDING ABA. 

SPIN. 


rasa Gi»3EKj e? sssaorri 

U. S. BpRTOEJT 0? JESTiCS 

COMIOTIMTW SECpON 
AUG 1 0 1964 
TELETYPE 


FBI BOSTON 


Seders, ©sbuj £.iWTO3 

u. s. DsvMSfr & jysncg. 


A'JG 101964 


TELETYPE 


FBI WASH DC 

1215 PM URGENT 8-10-64 SXC 

TO SPRINGFIELD, CHICAGO, WASHINGTON FIELD, BOSTON, ST. LOUIS, AND 

BALTIMORE 

FROM DIRECTOR 2P 


OTTO KERNER, SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDED AUGUST EIGHTEEN, NEXT. 

WHITE HOUSE HAS REQUESTED INVESTIGATION OF KERNER WHO IS 
APPARENTLY BEING CONSIDERED FOR PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT, POSITION 
NOT STATED. HE IS GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS. BORN CHICAGO, 

AUGUST FIFTEEN, ONE NINE ZERO EIGHT, AND RESIDES GLENVIEW, 
ILLINOIS, WITH OFFICE AT STATE CAPITAL, SPRINGFIELD. SEE WHO*S 
WHO FOR FUTHER BACKGROUND DATA. 

ALL OFFICES EXCEPT ST. LOUIS AND BALTIMORE SEE URFILES WHICH 
INDICATE KERNER WAS INVESTIGATED AS DAPLI IN ONE NINE FOUR SEVEN 
PRIOR TO APPOINTMENT AS U.S. ATTORNEY, NORTHERN DISTRICT OF 
ILLINOIS. BRING UP TO DATE. 


END PAGE ONE 


PAGE TWO 

CAREFULLY REVIEW UR FILES TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT ALL INFO 
IS PROPERLY REPORTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PRESENT DAY SPI 
STANDARDS. 

SAC SPRINGFIELD SHOULD PERSONALLY CONTACT GOVERNOR KERNER 
AND ADVISE HIM THAT HE IS BEING INVESTIGATED AT REQUEST OF 
WHITE HOUSE. ASSIGN TO EXPERIENCED AGENTS AND CONDUCT NO 
NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATIONS RE KERNER UNLESS SOME REASON FOR 
DOING SO ARISES AT WHICH TIME BUREAU APPROVAL MUST BE SECURED. 

CHECK RECORDS OF APPROPRIATE BARS AND BAR ASSOCIATIONS, 
INCLUDING ABA. 

SPIN. 

END 

BS NCP 
FBI BOSTON 


DISV 






8-11-64 

AIRMAIL 

TO: SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 

FROM: SAC, ST. LO0I3 <161-1416^ SOC J 

BE: OTTcAsHKER ( y 

SPECIAL INQDIKT 

BOOED: 8-18-64 


Be Bureau alrtel to 8prlngf ield, 8-10-64. 

Personnel Military Personn el Records Center, 

St. Louis, advised id L 8 -11-6 4, that they were b6 

usable to locate a s er vic e xwcoru xo r KEENER this center. ./ b7 ' 

V 

For information of 1F0, miscellaneous papers on file — 
this center indicate serial number for KEENER as 0 358 530. 

WASHINGTON FIELD AT THE PENTAGON: 


Will attempt to locate records for KEENER and verify 
military service. 


Washington Field 
0 



LL:wma 

<4> 


i vE-> ' 


•* 

■A £ .-£'N £0 L 




/V 




y 


/ 




J 





u 


FBINWASH DC 0724 


HIT qj? 

COffitjfflOKS ailON 


Mr, Tolson— 
Mr, Bflmr.pt- 
Mr. Mohr- 



FBI CHICAGO 

\553 PM ^S1 URGENT 8-12-<S4 MKS 

TO DIRECTOR,^^^ AND UASHlNGTOrr*FIELD 

a ^jfrffEw yor'i 

NEW YORJTTftWD^ WASHINGTON FIELD VIA WASH DC 
FROM CHICAGO \161-917\ 2P 

Oft) 

OTTO KERNER. SPECIAL INQUIRY. BUDED AUGUST EIGHTE^ 

NEXT. 

WHITE HOUSE HAS REQUESTED INVESTIGATION OF KERNER, WHO 
IS APPARENTLY BEING CONSIDERED FOR PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT, 
POSITION NOT STATED. KERNER FORMER USA, CHICAGO, NINETEEN 
FORTYSEVEN TO FIFTYFOURN COOK COUNTY JUDGE FIFTYFOUR TO 
SIXTYONEX GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS SIXTYONE TO DATE. 

U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE JAMES B. PARSONS WAS FORMER , 


Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan— 
Mr. Conrad — 
Mr. T) 

Mr, 

Mf. CM'»— 
Mr. — - 

m. 

Mr. T 

Mr. Tro-ur. — 
Tele. Room- 
Miss Holmes- 
Mies Gandy- 






b6 

b7C 




USA EDWARD V. HANRAHAN WAS FORMER FIRST ASSISTANT AG. 
ILLINOIS, UNDER KERNER, PRESENTLY EN ROUTE VACATION THE 





: . * 


PAGE TWO 



ONE SEVEN FOUR ONE RHODE ISLAND AVENUE, N.W. WNASHINGTON, D.C. 

mi lulling 

CSC REQUESTED NAME CHECK OF KERNER IN AUGUST, FIFTYSIX. 
WFO REVIEW CSC FILES RE KERNER. 


CHIEF JUDGE JOHN S. BOYLE, CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
CHICAGO, PRESENTLY ATTENDING ABA CONFERENCE NEW YORK CITY 
RESIDING WALDORF ASTORIA, LEAVING NEW YORK THURSDAY NIGHT 
DESTINATION UNKNOWN. 

END AND ACK FOR RELAYS 
WA LRA 

FBI WASH DC 0724 


TUN 5 



r 


be 

blC 


• # 

8/12/G4 


airtol 


To: SAC* Washington Field 


From Director, FBI 

0TT0TSBB1MI 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


RoBuairtcl 8/10/64, 

Interview Senators Dir keen and Douglas froa 

Illinois. 

NOTE: Cleared with Mr. DeLoach’s Office this date. 



Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Casper 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 




b6 

b7C 


MAIL ROOM 



FD-36 (Rev. 10-29-63) 


F B I 


Date: 8-12-64 


Transmit the following in 


Via TELETYPE 


PLAIN TEXT 


(Type in plain text or code) 


URGENT 


(Priority) 


TO ST. LOUIS AND CHICAGO 
FROM SPRINGFIELD (161-200) 

ottoQerner, SPI. 

BUDED AUGUST EIGHTEEN SIXTYFOUR. REBULET AUGUST TEN LAST, 
COPY ST. LOUIS AND CHICAGO; 

FOR INFORMATION CHICAGO, KERNER REPORTED TO HAVE SUMMER HOME 
AT ANTIOCH, LAKE COUNTY, NO SPECIFIC ADDRESS AVAILABLE. f\ 

CHICAGO CONDUCT NECESSARY INQUIRY. 

ST. LOUIS REVIEW ARMY SERVICE RECORD, ASN ZERO THREE FIVE 
EIGHT FIVE THREE ZERO. ENTERED ON DUTY MARCH FIVE, FORTYONE, 
FIELD ARTILLERY. SEPARATED MARCH SIXTEEN, FORTYSIX. DOB: EIGHT 
DASH FIFTEEN DASH ZERO EIGHT. 


Bureau (AMSD) 


1 - Springfield (161-200) 
WCRjdjk 
( 2 ) 


b bast 

not” recorded 
.16 AUG 14 1964 


•r r 



Special Agent in Charge 


FD-263 (Rev. 5-1-59) 


“ '• v. 

- 'FEDERAL SuREAd'OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

BALTIMORE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 

DATE 

8/13/64 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

8/10-11/64 

TITLE OF CASE 1 

| REPORT MADE BY 

1 TYPED BY 


D 

OTTO KERNER 


IC 


mer 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


b6 

■b7C 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


REFERENCE: 

Bureau teletype to Baltimore dated 8/10/64. 



/ 




U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-76324-1 


BA-1 

ITD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 


►v . 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


ICv'J 

8/1 3/ w 


Field Office File No.: l6l— 1125 


TiHe: 


OTTO KERNER 


Office: Baltimore, Maryland 


b6 

b7C 


Bureau File No,: 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: Review of G-2 files reflects no unfavorable information. 

- RUC - 

DETAILS: AT BALTIMORE , MARYLAND 

The files of G-2, U. S. Army Counterintelligence Records Facility, 
Fort Holabird, made .available by a representative of that agency, 
were reviewed on zLlZL These files reflect that the captioned 

individual was the subject of a ( ) National Agency Check, par- 
tial background investigation, ( ) complete background investigation 

completed on 1/24/52 , during which 

no information was developed reflecting adversely upon the character, 
reputation or loyalty of this individual. 


1 


1 * 


document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



8/13/G4 


TELETYPE 


PLAIN 


URGENT 


TO : SACS, DETROIT and MILWAUKEE 
FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (101-017) 

OTTO KEBNER, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 



BUDED AUGUST EIGHTEEN, 


NEXT. 


RE CHICAGO TEL AUGUST TWELVE, LAST. 


DETROIT DISCONTINUE, 


INTERVIEWED. 


KEENER MARRIED HELENA CEBMAK' NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR, 

WHO WAS PREVIOUSLY MARRIED TO FL OYD KENL AY. KENLAYS HAD 
A DAUGHTER, MARY ALYCE, WHO WAS ADOPTED BY KEENER AND MARRIED 

| SHE WAS DIVORCED FROM 
PRIOR TO HER DEATH IN NINETEEN FIFTY TWO. \~ 


BELIEVED TO BE RESIDING 


HOME OF 


. MILWAUKEE CONDUCT CREDIT AND 
ARREST CHECKS ON FORMER SON IN LAW. 

WHITE HOUSE REQUESTED INVESTIGATION, POSITION NOT 


STATED. 


AIRMAIL COPY TO BUREAU. 



Bureau (AH) 


EJN:nn£ 

( 2 ) 


/ (p /' 


> Q ;-*0 

wot EEco^oaa' 

zo AUG 35 1964 




.FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 


Date:' 3/13/64 


Transmit the following in 


Via TELETYPE / 


PLAIN TEXT 


( Type in plain text or code ) 


URGENT 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


Mr. 

Mr. Bcjmont 

Mi. MisJur. ~ 

Mr. Copper. 

Mr. Callalmn^ 
Mr. Conrad— 
| Mr. D^lwh.. 

I Mr. Evann 

: Mr. GaV* 

Mr, Boson 

Mr. SuH-van— 

Mr. Tc,v l 

Mr. i ... 

Trf* Boom. 

Misit Hollow, 
Candy. _ 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI AND SACS, CHICAGO (161-917) AND 


poll: SAC, WFO (77-19735) 

OTTOMCERNER, SPECIAL INQUIRY 
RE BUREAU TELE AUGUST TEN PAST. 




LIAISON, PUBLIC HOUSING ADMINISTRATION, ADVISED APPOINTEES 
VIFE IS DAUGHTER OF FORMER MAYOR CERMAIC OF CHICAGO. STATED 
WELL KNOWN TO APPOINTEES ASSOCIATES THAT HIS WIFE IS ALCOHOLIC 


AND APPOINTEE APPEARS ALONE IN PUBLIC. 


STATED APPOINTEE 


HAS NO CHILDREN BUT HAD ADOPTED TWO OR THREE CHILDREN WHO ARE 
HIS WIFES GRANDCHILDREN BY A CHILD FROM HER FIRST MARRIAGE. 


FAVORABLE COMMENTS RECEIVED RE APPOINTEE. 


l/\ 


CHICAGO AND SPRINGFIELD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION. 




w # 


2 - Bureau 
2 - Teletype Unit 
1 - WFO 

ELN : dsk 
(5) 


/eJrSl^o 

wot ■ ' ■ z£n" J 
s ' r><W C 19S4 


Approved: 







8/13/64 


TELETYPE 


PLAIN TEXT 

URGENT 


TO: SAC, CHICAGO 

FROM: J3AC, SPRINGFIELD (161*200) 

OTTOTORNER, SPI, BUDED BIGHT EIGHTEEN S1XTYFOUR. 

R1BDTEL EIGHT TEN SIXTYFOUR. 

QUOTE WHOSE WHO IN AEERICA UNQUOTE REPORTS BERNER'S 

ATTENDANCE AT TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY, 

ENGLAND NINETEEN THIRTY DASH THXBTYONE. 

IF LEAD FOR VERIFICATION THIS INFORMATION NOT SET OUT 

IN PRIOR DAPLI INVESTIGATION IN NINETEEN FORTYSEVEN, CHICAGO 

SHOULD NOW REQUEST COVERAGE OF TENS LEAD. 

COPY MAILED BUREAU. 

L « SI (161*200) 

V~ Bureau (AMSD) 
tCRrsJs 
( 2 ) 



*i P it: 

’ t 8 I 

J ir*0n »*.' VSti.K* 

twstf i « i>H ,ei 

B£C£IAcD t is ; 


/&/ 


NO i Ri-.C'O*ri£0Liil> 

*8 AUG 14 W 




• # 

8-13-64 


AIRTRL AIR MAIL 


TO: 


8AC, WASHINGTON FIELD 


FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (161-1416) 

SPI 


Re St. Louis airtel 8-11-64. 

Enclosed for information of TOO is copy of 
Springfield tel dated 8-13-64. 

2 - Washington Field ^ Bnc * 

, 1 - Bureau^ 
t - St. Louis (161-1416) 

ECVtanrs 

(4) 


■ U 

b 8 t 

r;'?r monib, acui ■■■■• 

*' / yin K 1 SPbn.i'1 

bECEIAEP t ■ i 



NOT RECORDED 

1 AUG 14 1964 



tt)-263 (Rev. 5-1-59) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 

DATE 

8/14/64 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

8/13/64 


TITLE OF CASE 

f) 


REPORT MADE BY 

JOHN J. DIXSON 

TYPED BY 

map 

0TT0T<ERNER 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPI 



REFERENCE : 

Chicago teletype to the Bureau, dated 8/12/64. 

- RUC - 



fx> 



U.s. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 10 — 70324-1 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy fo: 

Report of: 

Date: 

Field Office File 
Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 


JOHN J. DIXSON Office: New York, New York 

8 / 14-/6 4 

161 — 1407 Bureau File 

OTTO KERNER 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Chief Judge JOHN S. BOYLE, Circuit 
Court of Cook County, Chicago recommends highly. 

- RUC - 


i 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


i 


t 






NY 161-1407 
DETAILS : 

Miscellaneous 

Chief Judge JOHN S. BOYLE, Circuit Court of 
Cook County, Chicago, Illinois, interviewed at the 
American Bar Association meeting at the Waldorf-Astoria 
on August 13, 1964, stated that he has known Governor 
OTTO KERNER for many years and knows no finer man. He 
stated further that Governor KERNER, who is running for 
re-election this fall, attended Brown University, the 
University of Cambridge, England for two years and 
Northwestern University Law School. He advised that 
Governor KERNER was in the service and saw much action 
in Italy as a Lieutenant Colonel andvra.s discharged as a 
Major General. Judge BOYLE related that Governor KERNER 
was married to the daughter of the late ANTON CERMAK, 
former Mayor of Chicago, and a very fine woman. Judge 
BOYLE stated that Governor KERNER was an outstanding 
American, truly loyal and a man of the finest character 
and ideals and recommended Governor KERNER unequivocally 
and without reservation, stating that he could handle any 
position that the President of the United States may have 
in mind. 


_ 2 * - 


J 


FD-263 (Rev. 5-1-59) 


FEDERAL^ 3UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ft 


REPORTING OFFICE 

BOSTON 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 

DATE 

8/14/64 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

8/13/64 


TITLE OF CASE 

(0 


REPORT MADE BY 

KENNETH P 

. WEST 

TYPED BY 

po’b 

0TTO~KERNER 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPI 



REFERENCE.; Bureau teletype da-ted 8/10/64 * 


RUC - 



// 



U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


10 - 70324-1 






$'D-2tf4'(RoW%3-39) 


4 « 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: SA KENNETH P. WEST Office: Boston, Massachusetts 

Date: 8/l4 /64 

Field Office File No.: l6l-llll Bureau File No.: 

Title: OTTO KERNER 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: ! | Brown University, Providence, 

R. I., advised that OTTO KERNER had been one of the trustees 
at that university up until 1963 hut is no longer acting in 
that capacity. No credit or arrest record located for 
OTTO KERNER at Providence. 


b6 

b7C 
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DETAILS: 


University; 
the 
SA 


rroviaence, Knoae island, 

T 


Brown 

„ - - „ on June y, iy47 produced 

scholastic reta rd of OTTO KERNER at the request of s 

This reflected that KERNER fentered^ that 


University m September, 1926 and received the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts in June, 1930. The records further showed 


that he was above average as a student and also that he was 
born on August 15, 1908, but the place of birth was not 
denoted . 


b6 

b7C 


A review of "Who’s Who," 1962- 1963 shows that 
OTTO KERNER, born August 15.* 1908, Chicago, received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Brown University in 1930 and 
was a Trustee of that school. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to he distributed outside your agency. 
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On August 13 » 1964,| 

Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island, advised 
SA EDWARD J. DUNN that OTTO KERNER had been_one of the 
T ruste es of that University up untii~l963, but no longer is 
acting i n__tba t__cap a c i t y . ~ 


Credit 


On August 13 , 1964, 

Credit Bureau, 40 Fountain Streeu, rroviuerice, naoue xsxcmu, 
said she had no record on OTTO KERNER. 

_ Arrest 

On August 13 * 1964,’ 


Identification Office, Provid&hc6, Kh6d6 island Pblice 
Department, advised there was no record on file at that 
department for OTTO KERNER. 


b6 
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b6 

b7C 


b6 
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On August 13* 1964, [ 


Bureau of 


Criminal Identification, Providence County Courthouse, Providence, 
Rhode Island, advised there was no record there for OTTO KERNER. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


eS 


REPORTING OFFICE 

MILWAUKEE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 

DATE 

8/15/64 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

8/14/64 


TITLE OF CASE 


REPORT MADE BY 


TYPED BY 

OTTO aERNER 


SA GEORGE V. HUEBSCH 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

SI 

ah 


REFERENCES 

Chicago teletype to Milwaukee, 8/13/64 

- RUC - 

ADMINISTRATIVE 


No inquiry was made about| | with 

Milwaukee County juvenile authorities, as in the past 
Juvenile Court Judge HOWARD BROWN has specifically informed 
the FBI that in accordance with Wisconsin statutes, information vJ 
about juveniles is entirely confidential and he will be J 

unable to authorize release of information to any law j/ 

enforcement agencies. s — 

Accordingly, for the same reason, it is emphasized that the 
information from the Milwaukee police about the arrest of 

while a juvenile be treated with .special confidence, 
me ponce information was furnished in violation - of Wisco nsin law. 


APPROVED 
COPIES MADE: 


iVVxU SPECIAL/ AGENT 


1 - Bureau (AM) 

1 - Milwaukee (161-238) 


, l — t £_ 

“ (J 

| Q3 NOT WFj^E IN SPACES BELOW 

Uf§> 6 - -vt-i / n 


fU £00 

NOT*" RECOR'pfeD 

*16 AUG 18 196# 


DISSEMINATION RECORD OF ATTACHED REPORT 

AGENCY 

REQUEST RECD 


NOTATIONS 


DATE FWD. . 
HOW FWD. . 
BY 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy fo: 


Office: Mi Xwaukee 

b6 

blC 

Bureau File No.: 


/ 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Report of: SA GEORGE V. HUEBSCH 

Date: August 15, 1964 

Field Office File No.: MI 161-238 

Title: OTTO KERNER 


Synopsis: 

show 

ALIC 


irci 


Records. Circuit Cour t of Milwauke e County 


was divorced^ 


Wis. , 
by MARY 


UJdKiSTj&NSEN lor cruel and inhuman treatment. Their 
two children rendered motherless 8/8/53 were legally adopted 
by their maternal grandparents, OTTO KERNER, Jr. and his 



DETAILS : 

At Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Regarding 


b6 

b7C 
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i ■ n „ T . 4 . — rrn ? - — ' maintained by the Clerk of Circuit 

information? Ukee ° nty Courthouse » contained the following 


One 

L2 » x^ox, asking an absolute ( 
CHRISTENSEN on the grounds of 
The complaint said thov 


filed a complaint on January 


»™ C ? urt a PP° in ted a guardian ad litem for the defendant 
MARY ALICE CHRISTENSEN, who was only 20 years old on her last 
birthday, September 29, 1950. 

??. f - - 1 ’ 951 » MARX ALICE CHRISTENSEN filed an ansmri no- 


Ux-nea august 2U, 1947, and she asked the court "f^a divorce!* 6 

ta^ VOrC ! v/as Slanted to MARY ALICE CHRISTENSEN on July 13. 

addition 4 ?hl t0dy t ^ /0 children was awarded to her. In 

addition, the court ordered f+o nav io 

Jr * the Sum of $7 50, which~she JSannSd 
to him for his expenses at the time T Thf> 

and r suppo?? e money! ALICE CHftISTENS ^ +*■*> alimon^ 

A Photostat of a death certificate appeared in the file 

Conn?5° r J that IMRY ALICE CHRISTENSEN died in Washington 
County, Wisconsin on August 8, 1953 as the result of an accident. 

Pn«^ e nil 6 also _y a ® a Photostat of an order of the Cook County 
KERNFff C Tn CaS °^ October 1953, appointing OTTO 

ChS^A J ?; i and . hlS + r f ?’ ^ENA CERMAK KERNER. both nf 
Chicago , UlihQAS a . the legal parents of ^ 


On January 12, 1954, the KERNERs released I” 
from support and maintenance of his children 

At the Credit Bureau of Milwaukee, 

that the fpllov/ing information ann^a xbB ■» r> 

one born, F 


J advised 
Les concerning 


2 
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Separate records of the De |~ . er . ti . vfi Bure a 
Department . as r evi ewnri bv 


Jborn 




Milwaukee Police 
showed that L 


(resident , 


was the subject of a telegram received from the St. Louis, 
Missouri Po lice Department on May 12, 1945. The telegram 
stated that! 
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FEDERAL-BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


e«- 


REPORTING OFFICE 

Springfield 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

Bureau 

DATE 

8/17/64 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

8/10 - 14/64 


TITLE OF CASE 

CHANGED: 


REPORT MADE BY 

SA WILLIAM C. RITT 

TYPED BY 

ksv/ 

y 

0TT0HKERNER, 
Otto Kerner, 

l* 

aka 

Jr. 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 




The title is marked changed to include the 
name of OTTO KEENER, JR. , utilized by KERNER at the time 
of prior investigation in 1947. 

REFERENCE: 


Bureau teletype to Springfield, 8/10/64. 

Springfield airtel to St. Louis and Chicago, 8/12/64. 
Chicago teletype to Director and Springfield, 8/14/64. 

- RUC - 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 



On August 10, 1964, at 11:35 AM, SAC R.D. GIBBONS 
contacted Governor KERNER and advised him of the investi- 
gation being conducted at the request of the White House. 



i 
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Office: Springfield 


Bureau File No,: 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: OTTO KERNER was elected Governor of Illinois 

and inaugurated 1/9/61 for four-year term. 

Enlisted in Illinois National Guard as private, 
4/2/37 and retired as Major General, 5/5/54. 

He was on active duty in World War II in both 
the European and Pacific theaters of war. Former 
and present employee and associates and opposition 
leaders comment very favorably on morals, loyalty, 
ability and reputation and recommended him highly 
for any position of trust and confidence within 
the Government. Four associates stated his wife 
sometimes appears to use alcohol excessively. 

At least two associates commented she had a tragic 
life and may drink in an attempt to forget the 
tragedies. One former employee stated her 
former husband beat her so severely it was necessary 
for her to have corrective surgery at lesst two 
times. All stated she is never cause of any 
embarrassment to KERNER and would not ,be cause 
of embarrassment to the Government on any 
occasion. KERNER admitted to practice law 6/14/34, 
after examination, and is presently in good standing 
and a member of the Illinois Bar Association. 

Credit and criminal checks negative. 


- RUC - 


Copy to: 

Report of: SA WILLIAM C. RITT 

Date: August 17, 1964 

Field Office File No.jg J 161—200 
Ti,le: OTTO KERNER 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


DETAILS : 


PRESENT POSITION - GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS 


Office of the Secretary of State of the State ox 
Illinois, advised on August 12, 1964 that official State 
records under his control reflect that OTTO KERNER was 
elected to the office o ±'_GpxexiiOJi_o£_t hu_S t at e_o f 
Illinois at the general election heldJNov ember. J3,_JL 960; 
and at a joint session of the Illinois State Legislature 
on January 9, 1961, at 11:45 AM, the Legislature declared 
OTTO KERNER elected to the office of Governor of the 
State of Illinois for four years from Jan uary 9 , 19 61_and 
until his successor is elected and qualified. His 
inauguration was witnessed by both houses of the Legis- 
lature at this same time. 

GOVERNORS DUTIES 

The following outline of the duties of the 
Governor of Illinois appears on pages 602 and 603 of 
the Illinois Blue Book (1961-1962), an official 
publication of the State of Illinois, edited by CHARLES 
F. CARPENTIER, Secretary of State: 

"THE GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS is the chief 
I executive of the state. He is ele cted in 

I presidential election years to a four year term. 

I However, there is no limitation on the number 
/ of terms the Governor can hold office. Illinois’ 

/ constitution does require that the Governor be 

/ at least thirty years old and a resident of the 

/ state at least five years, 

f 

"His principal powers and duties are spelled 
out in the Constitution and state statutes. 
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"As head of the executive branch, the Governor 
appoints several hundred persons to key adminis- 
trative positions— including the directors of 
the State’s fifteen code departments — subject 
to approval by the State Senate. He also appoints, 
in whole or part, members of practically all 
boards and commissions and serves as a member 
or ex-officio member on various boards and commissions. 
The Governor can remove any official he appoints, 
provided there is just cause— incompetence or 
neglect ofdity, for example. 

"In addition, the Governor issues certificates 
of election and commissions to members of Congress 
from Illinois, judges and clerks of courts, 
members of the General Assembly and certain other 
elective officers. Under certain circumstances 
the Governor’s appointment power is extended; 
he may fill vacancies in the office of the 
Secretary of State, Auditor, Treasurer, Attorney 
General or Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

He also fills vacancies in the United States Senate 
until the next congressional election. If less 
than one year of the term of office remains, he 
may fill judicial vacancies by appointment. 

"When the legislative session begins in 
January of every odd-numbered year, the Governor 
delivers a message on the condition of the 
State and recommends what he considers necessary 
legislation. A short time later he submits a 
budget estimating the amount of money required 
to finance the state’s operations for the next 
two years . 

"When bills passed by the legislature 
reach the Governor’s desk, he may sign them, 
veto them, or allow them to become law by holding 
them ten working days without taking any action. 

The Governor can also veto a portion of an 
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appropriatin or money bill and still sign the 
remainder of it. If he vetoes a bill, the 
legislature may then override the Governor's 
veto with a two-thirds vote of both houses. 

”0n extraordinary occasions the Governor 
can call the legislature back into special 
session, stating the specific purposes of the 
session in his proclamation. This action limits 
legislative action to the subjects the Governor 
outlines in his call. 

"The Governor can dismiss both the house 
and senate if they cannot agree on a time for 
adjournment. He can also call a meeting at some 
place other than SpriigEield in case of pestilence 
or public danger. 

"The Constitution gives the Governor 
specific powers to grant pardons and reprieves 
to convicted persons and reduce their sentences, 
but he does not have authority to grant paroles. 

;y is vested in the Pardon and Parole 
Department of Public Safety. The 
also issue warrants and petition 
§9?ernors of other States for the return of 
fugitives to Illinois. He may offer rewards 
for the apprehension of criminals; and may 
restore citizenship rights of convicted felons. 

"The Governor is the Commander-in-Chief 
of the state 's military and naval forces. As 
such, he can call out these forces to execute 
laws, suppress insurrection or riot, and repel 
invasion. He appoints and commissions officers 
of the militia. 

"Other powers of the Governor include: 
approval of construction contracts for state 
buildings if the cost is more than $1,000; 
approve permits and leases for petroleum 
extraction from state lands and state park 
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concessions. Through the Attorney General he 
may institute eminent domain proceedings to 
acquire sites for housing developments and certain 
other public purposes. 

"In general, the Governor does not exercise 
direct administrative control over other elected 
state offices. However, the Constitution gives 
him the power to require information on any subject 
relating to the condition, management or expenses 
of these offices at any time. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

The following biographical sketch of Governor 
OTTO KERNER appears on page 98 of the Illinois Blue 
Book (1961-1962), an official publication of the State 
of Illinois, edited by CHARLES F. CARPENTIER, Secretary 
of State: 


"OTTO KERNER (Democrat) , was born in Chicago 
August 15, 1908. He attended Robert Burns 
Elementary and Oak Park High schools and received 
his B.A. degree from Brown University in 1930. 

He studied at Cambridge University, England, and 
Northwestern University, Chicago, where he was 
graduated Juris Doctor in 1934. 

"He was appointed U. S. attorney for the 
Northern District of Illinois in 1947. While 
engaged in the practice of law he was attorney 
for varius major corporations. Kerner was 
elected county judge of Cook 9 ©unty in 1954 
and re-elected in 1958. He was elected Governor 
of Illinois on November 8, 1960, and was 
inaugurated January 9, 1961. Mr. Kerner enlisted 
in the Black Horse Troop of the Illinois National 
Guard as a private in 1934 and rose to the rank 
of captain in 1941. He was on active duty in 
both infantry and field artillery in the Mediter- 
ranean and Pacific theatres and was advanced 
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to the rank of lieutenant colonel in 1945. 

Released from active duty in March 1946, he 
reorganized the 33rd Division, I.N.G. He became 
a brigadier general in 1951 and retired as a 
major general in 1954. Mr. Kerner is a 32nd 
Degree Mason, belongs to the Shrine, Red Cross 
of Constantine, Moose, I.O.O.F., Royal Arcanum, 
the College Alpha Delta Phi and the Legal Phi 
Delta Phi fraternities. 

"He is a member of the American Bar Associa- 
tion, Federal Bar Association, Illinois State 
Bar Association, Chicago Bar Association, 7th 
Circuit Bar Association, West Suburban Bar 
Association, Bohemian Lawyers’ Association, t 
the Law Club and the Legal Club, J 

"He is married to the former Helena Cermak 
and resides with his two children at the Executive 
Mansion in Springfield. 

The following biographical sketch appears 
in the publication entitled "Who’s Who in America": 

"Kerner, Otto , 

"governor of Illinois, born Chicago 8-15-08, 
son of Otto and Rose Barbara (Chmelik) 

A.B. Brown University, 1930 

Student Trinity College, Cambridge University, 

Eng. 1930-31; J.D. Northwestern U. 1934. 

Honorary degrees Brown University, N.W. 

University, St. Procopius College, Lincoln 
College, Quincy College, McKendree College. 

Married Helena I. Cermak 10/29/34 
Children Anton J.C., Helena C. 

Admitted to Illinois Bar 1934, was associated 
with Cooke, Sullivan and Ricks, May - Dec, 1934, 
became partner Kerner, Jaros and Tittle Law 
Firm 1935. 

U* S. Districty Atty. for Northern District of 
Illinois 1947-54, County Judge Cooke County, 111. 
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1954-1961, Governor of Illinois 1961- 
Vice President Chicago Council, member 7th 
regional executive council Boy Scouts of 
America; director Bohemian Charitable 
Association, Glenview United Fund, Cancer 
and Red Cross Funds, Member Chicago Crime 
Prevention Council, 1950-53, Trustee Basra 
University, Member Illinois National Guard, 

106th Cav. 1934-36, to Field Artillery 1936- 
advance from Pvt. to Cap. 1941 in active 
service 1941-6 with 9th Inf. Div. ETO and with 
32nd Inf, Div. PTO, re tiled as major general 
Decorated - soldiers medals. Bronze Star, Army 
Commendation Ribbon, Presidential Unit citation. 
Member American & Fed. Bar Associations, 

Bohemiam & West Suburban Bar Assoc., American 
Judicative Society, Melelong order of World War I 
(1st vice commoner 1946-7), Alpha Delta Phi, 

Phi Delta Phi, Democrat, Mason (Shriners), 
National Sojourner, Red Cross of Constantine, 
Moose, Odd Fellow, Royal Arcanum. 

Clubs: Commonwealth, Chicago, Brown, Wayfarers, 
Legal, Law, North Shore Country, Cgo. 

Home 750 Glendale Drive, Glenview, Illinois. 
Office State Capitol, Springfield." 

MILITARY SERVICE 


I 1 Head of the Military 

and Naval Department of the State of Illinois, furnished 
the following statement of service pertaining to OTTO 
KERNER, JR.: 


"STATEMENT OF SERVICE 
"OTTO KERNER, Jr. 0 358 530 
"Born: Chicago, Illinois on 15 August 1908 
"Enlisted as Private, Headquarters Troop 106th 
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Cavalry, Illinois National Guard on 2 April 
1937 

"Honorably Discharged as Corporal from Headquarters 
Battery, 58th Field Artillery Brigade, Illinois 
National Guard on 16 May 1937 to accept Commission 
in the Illinois National Guard 

"Commissioned 2d Lt Field Artillery 1 June 1937 
and assigned as Aide, 58th Field Artillery 
Brigade, Illinois National Guard 

"Promoted to 1st Lt Field Artillery effective 
4 October 1949 and assigned Assistant Plans 
and Training Officer, 58th Field Artillery 
Brigade, Illinois National Guard 

"Reassigned Intelligence Officer on 8 August 1940, 
58th Field Artillery Brigade, Illinois National 
Guard 

"Reassigned Adjutant on 4 December 1940, 58th 
Field Artillery , Brigade, Illinois National Guard 

"Promoted to Captain Field Artillery and assigned 
as Acfutant 58th Field Artillery Brigade, Illinois 
National Guard on 10 January 1941 

"Inducted into Federal Service with the 58th 
Field Artillery Brigade, Illinois National 
Guard on 5 March 1941 

"Successfully completed the Battery Officers f 
Course, Field Artillery School, Fort Sill, 

Oklahoma on 21 July 1941 

"Promoted to Major, Field Artillery, National 
Guard of the United States, effective 1 February 
1942 
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"Promoted to Lt Col Field Artillery, National 
Guard of the United States, effective 13 January 
1945 

"Awarded the following Service Medals and 
Decorations while on Active Duty: 

Soldiers* Medal 
Bronze Star Medal 
Army Commendation 
Presidential Unit Citation 
American Defense Service Medal 
American Campaign Service Medal 
European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign 
Medal w/2 Bronze Stars 
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal 
World War II Victory Medal 

"Illinois National Guard Service terminated 
while on active duty effective 29 December 
1945 to accept appointment in the Officers* 
Reserve Corps 

'^Released from Active Duty 16 March 1946 
"Member of the Officers* Reserve Corps from 
17 March 1946 - 17 December 1946 

"Commissioned Colonel, Field Artillery, 
effective 18 December 1946 and assigned as 
Executive Officer, Headquarters, 33d Division 
Artillery, Illinois National Guard 

"Reassigned Assistant Division Commander, 
Headquarters, 33d Infantry Division, Illinois 
National Guard, effective 11 March 1951 

"Reassigned Division Artillery Commander, 
Headquarters, 33d Division Artillery Illinois 
National Guard effective 25 July 1952 


9 


SI 161-200 


"Promoted to Brigadier General of the Line, 
Headquarters, 33d Division Artillery, Illinois 
National Guard effective 24 November 1952 and 
assigned Division Artillery Commander 

"Resigned from the Illinois National Guard 
effective 4 December 1954 and transferred to 
the State Retired List as Major General 
effective 5 December 1954 

"Awarded the Illinois Long and Honorable Service 
Medal and Ribbon, twenty -year Gold Bar and Gold 
Palm 24 April 1955." 


| (stated the following summary 

of military occupations appeared in the Separation 
Qualification Record, dated March 16, 1946, at the 
time KERNER was separated from active military duty 
with the Army of the United States: 


"FIELD ARTILLERY UNIT COMMANDER: Was battery 
commander of a 135 mm. howitzers field artillery 
battery. Supervised and directed the training 
of the unit. Was executive officer of a field 
artillery battalion. Supervised administration 
of the battalion and transmitted orders of 
commanding officer. Was a member and law member 
of division general courts martial. 

INSTRUCTOR; TACTICS: Was an instructor in 
field artillery of battery, battalion and 
division, and employment of artillery in 
regimental combat teams at Ft. Sill, Okla. 
DIRECTOR OF TRAINING: Supervised the instruction 
of a group of instructas and was executive to 
assistant commandant organized training policies 
and doctrines. 

PERSONNEL STAFF OFFICER: Was G-l of the 32nd 
Infantry Division, Supervised and Directed the 
personnel administration of the division. 
Coordinated the repetriation of civilians and 
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military POW’s of China, Korea, and Formosa. 
Administered all the Army personnel of the 
5th Amphibious Corps approximately 35,000 
troops. Supervised and directed occupational 
act ivies of Military Government teams in the* 
32nd Division xone of action in Japan.” 


. stated in an Abbreviated 

Efficiency Report pertaining to KEENER, prepared as of 
March 5, 1951, by Major General RICHARD SMYKAL, contained 
the following comment ”An outstanding officer of superior 
mental, moral and physical qualifications. Yfell suited 
for higher command.” 


He also stated the following comment appeared 
in an Efficiency Report prepared as of February 8, 

1954, by Major General GEORGE F. FERRY: 


”A superior officer and gentleman, whose 
faithfulness in the discharge of his duties 
and his hearty allegiance to the command sets 
the example for all who serve with him. Ho 
possesses a remarkable soldierly demeanor and 
his qualities of leadership and command are 
unequalled. He is well qualified to succeed 
me as division commander. Manna* of perf orraance : 
Superior. ” 


He also advised that an Officer Efficiency Report 
prepared as of December 4, 1954 by Brigadier General 
JOSEPH C. H0DGIN, contained the following comments 
and rating: 

"A self reliant and able officer, possessing 
an alert and receptive mind, who achieves 
superior and timely results. Quickly adapts 
himself to changing situations. Excellent 
bearing and appearance. Possesses a pleasing 
personality and a spendid sense of humor. 

Physically and morally qualified. I regret the 
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loss of this fine General Officer. 
Eating - Superior. 11 

FORMER AND PRESENT EMPLOYEES 


General 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA ROBERT 
C. HAINES on August 13, 1964, at Elsah, Illinois: 


] at The 


I 

b6 

b7C 


Principia College, advised that she is currently employed in the 
Criminal Division of the United States Attorney’s Office, Chicago, 
Illinois, She stated that in 1947 Governor O TTO KERNER was appointejd 
TTni ted Stptes Attorney at Chicago and she v;as | | 

from 1947 until July of 1954. She stated she worked 


closely with Mr. KERNER during that period of time, and subsequent 
to that time has, from time to time, visited with him on a social 
basis. 


b6 

| | advised she has only the highest regard b7 , 

for Mr. KERNER. She stated that his decisions were on a top level; 
he never dealt in personalities; and, he was fair in all of his 
dealings with employees in his office. She stated that his family 
background was wholesome, and there would be no question concerning 
his character, loyalty, reputation, or associations, nor v/ould 
she have any reservations about any member of his family. 


| | stated that Mr. KERNER’s wife, the former b7c 

HELEN CERMAK, was married prior to her marriage to the Governor, to 
one FLOYD KENLEY (Phonetic), who is a practicing attorney in 
Chicago. She said that from conversations she has heard, KENLEY 
apparently was abusive to his wife and, in fact, assaulted her on 
at least tv/o occasions, beating her about the head. She said that 
it was her understanding that subsequent to her divorce from 
KENLEY and her marriage to Mr. KERNER, Mrs. KERNER underwent 
two separate operations to alleviate a condition brought about by 
her beatings at the hands of KENLEY. 


[advised that both the Governor and Mrs. b6 
KERNER have displayed very human qualities in their dealings with b7c 
employees who have difficulties. She stated she would not hesitate 
to recommend Governor KERNER for any position of trust and confidence. 
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On August 12 , 1964, | | 

J Office of the Secretary of 
atiixe, aavisea since 1961, he has met OTTO KEENER on 
official business and recalls him as a hind, considerate 
and courteous man who apparently knows what he 
wants and is able to lead people in his direction. 

His reputation in the area is excellent, 
and everyone in and around the Capitol Building 
speaks highly of his conduct and moral behavior. 

He has heard no one, not even his opposition, suggest 
his guilt of any kind of impropriety or conduct in 
action. 


| | knows him only in a business connection, 

does not know him socially, has not met his family and, 
consequent^, cannot furnish any evaluation concerning 
the family members. 

| ~| expressed his opinion that Governor 

KERNER would be an excellent and reliable addition 
to any Federal staff and as far as he knows, neither 
KEENER nor his family would be guilty of any conduct 
that would reflect unfavorably upon them as 
individuals or upon the Government. 


{ 
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WCRjsjs 

ACQUAINTANCES AND ASSOCIATES: 


WILLIAM H. CHAMBERLAIN, Secretary of State, 

State of Illinois, on August 12, 1064, advised knowing 
Governor KEENER since 1GG0. They tot during the election 
campaign; and after KEENER took office, CHAMBERLAIN became 
legal advisor to the Speaker of the House. He has met 
IHSRNER and his family frequently. 

He said KEENER was probably the most iicncsl— rxa'n 

he knows, that his morals and reputation were beyond reproach 
and~even beyond attack by members of the opposition party. 

He cited KEENER r o expense accounts as evidence of his 
honesty and said that they consistently amount to about 
one sixth of the totals submitted to his predicessors 
in office. No account claim is ever made by KERNER 
which in any manner could be considered a personal 
expense and some items are paid by him personally though 
they would be justifiably reimbursable as a necessary 
expense of the office. 

In his opinion, KERNER is mature in his judgments, 
bases his judgments on facts, law and his conscience, 
and has sufficient personal courage to follow the 
dictates of his conscience. 

He stated KERNER is intensely loyal to the 
United States Government, that his fidelity to his 
country has never been and never could be challenged. 

In dealings with employees, KERNER is kind, 
considerate, fair and charitable and makes them feel 
that they are working with him rather than for him. 

Under all conditions, he demonstrates complete 
control over his temper even when he is provoked but 
he does possess the ability to communicate his intense 
dissatisfaction with a particular situation to those 
who are around at the time. Under extreme stress, he 
remains courteous and gentlemanly. 
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He, individually, is a hard worker and usually is 
the first man arriving at the office in the morning. He 
expects his associates to perform a full day’s work. 

KEEKER has demonstrated ability as an organiser 
as shown by his success in handling the past legislature 
in securing passage of several bills to which previous 
legislatures entertained considerable opposition. 

Although he and KEEKER are close personally, 
they still are not very close socially, but he does 
still socialize with the KERNERs at Christmas time, 
at regular Monday meetings at the Governor’s Mansion 
and at social functions given in honor of visiting 
dignitaries. 


As far as he knows, the only problems which 
KEEKER has is one presented by his wife when she drinks 
to excess and apparently becomes intoxicated. He went 
on to add by way of explanation that her life has been filled 
with serious tragedy and there probably is some excuse 
for her drinking. ^ 

According to information available to him, 
she is the former HELENA CERMAK. Her father, while />“ 
mayor of Chicago, was killed by an assassinfe bullet 
intended for the then President FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 

Later, her daughter and her daughter’s husband (according j 

to him) were killed in an automobile accident. Prior to, I 

on, and around the anniversaries of these tragedies, 1 

she becomes reticent, morose and resorts to drbk in what / 

seems to be a vain attempt to obliterate horrible memories 
from her consciousness. 


He has observed HELENA KERNER in what appeared 
to him as an intoxicated condition on at least two occasions. 
At these times, and at other times, according to associates, 
not specifically recalled, she retires from the group 
and apparently desires to be alone. While under the 
influence of liquor, she does not present any behavior 
problems because she is easily controlled by and 
responds to the directions and suggestions of the following 
people : 
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Her husband, the governor j 


b6 

b7C 


These people, especially the governor, are 
most solicitous of her welfare at these times of 
apparent' inebriation and all take very special efforts 
to protect her. 

CHAMBERLAIN said he was most positive that 
HELENA KERNER would never be the source of public 
embarrassment to her husband or to any agency represented 
by her husband. 


In summation, CHAMBERLAIN said that if he 
had a son, he would want his son to grow into the type of 
man represented by OTTO KERNER. He concluded that, 
by stating he would recommend Mr. KERNER for any 
position of trust and confidence in the government and 
is certain that he would perform excellently in any 
assignment. 


On August 12. IS 


64, 

]fc 


for the State 


of 


Illinois 


i * i 


advised he has known OTTO KERNER for approximately! | 

| as a friend and as an active worker in the 1 1 

-Democratic Party. 


b6 
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ih imcaijo. 


I said he was 

while ICE RITE R was United States Attorney 


He said he considered KEENER as absolutely 
loyal to the United States Government, as an individual 
of complete integrity, as a person possessing highest 
morals and As one in who® full faith and confidence 
can be placed as far as any government assignment 
is concerned. 


He stated he was a reasonable individual who 
was careful to base his decision on all available facts 
and who had demonstrated organizational ability possessed 
by few individuals. 

He said his reputation even among leaders of 
the opposition party ms beyond reproach. 

He advised that even though he was close 
to the governor in political and state affairs, he 
nevertheless was not close to him socially and that 
his Knowledge of the family was limited to the fact that 
he was married to an apparently fine woman who cared for 
her family of two adopted children. 

He said he knew of no reasons why either Mr. 
KEENER or members of his family would be the source of 
embarrassment to any individual or to any agency by whom 
he might be employed. 

In su mma tion, he stated that it was his opinion 
that the inclusion of OTTO KEENER on the staff of any 
governmental agency would add stature to that agency. 

Senator GEORGE E. DRACH (R) , of the Illinois 
Legislature, who is a legislative whip or majority leader 
on August 13, 1964, advised as follows: 

He has known KERNER for a number of years and 
knew his father. The KERNER name has been long respected 
in Illinois and OTTO KERNER merits and deserves and 
has the respect of his political friends and foes 
alike. 
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He admires KEENER personally. He sees him 
occasionally on the golf links, at the Illini Club, 
where both are members, at various social functions 
and at various state business sessions. 


He stated it is his positive opinion that 
KEENER* s personal integrity and loyalty to the United 
States Government is beyond any possible challenge and 
he regards him as an individual who is consistently 
gracious, courteous, gentlemanly, sartorially clever and 
appropriate, who always conducts himself with great 
poise and distinction. 


He said the only criticism he would have of 
Mr. KERNER is that he believes KEENER, politically, 
is obligated to Mayor DALEY of Chicago and of necessity 
must cooperate with them; however, he added this is 
generally true in any political office and if the office 
holder did not respect his obligations, he would not 
merit the support of his own party nor the respect of 
the other party. 


area, 


Whrm and Mrs. 
_ and others 


KERNER arrived in the Springfield 
made overtures to introduce 


Mrs. KERNER to the Springfield society and attempted to 
make living in Springfield pleasant. 


Mrs. KERNER did not respond to these overtures 
and evidenced an unwillingness to meet people and in 
some respects even appeared to be rude in expressing an 
apparent desire to be left alone. On at least two occasions 
it was his opinion which he said was shared by others, that 
Mrs. KERNER gave the definite impression that she had 
been drinking. 

However, he added that her drinking and her desire 
to be left alone is not a matter of public knowledge and 
her actions would never be the source of any embarrassment 
to any agency or to any employer with which Mr. KERNER 
was associated. 


It was his opinion that OTTO KERNER is the 
greater citizen of the two. He said he would definitely 


b6 
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recommend Mr. KEEKER for a position of trust and 
confidence within the Government and felt that he 
would discharge the obligations of the position to the 
best of his abilities. 
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GEORGE P. COUTRAKON » a lawyer and present State 
Representative (R) and former State’s Attorney of Sangamon 
Count y, on August 11 , 1964, advised that he has known KERNER 
since KERNER became Governor of the State of Illinois* 

He said he regards the Governor as a very reliable 
individual who is consistently regarded as a man of his 
word, possessing good morals and enjoying an excellent 
reputation in all things. 

He said he apparently exercised good judgment and 
certainly has demonstrated considerable leadership ability. 

He said his only complaint is that he believes that , 
\ | the Governor is politically obligated to Mayor RICHARD DALEY /J 
\ of Chicago; however, he added that, of course, this is only j, 
! rumor and even if it is true, it is still good party politics.' ' 

He said he knows Mrs. KERNER only very slightly 
and has heard that she is a very gracious and pleasant 
individual who contributes charm and graciousness to the 
Governor’s circle at the time of formal entertainment. 


Springfield Confidential Informant T-l, f 




advised on August li, iyt>4, 
oiht ne incs K.UUWU insinrnit TT7T u J number of years and in that 
time has formed the opinion that Mr. KERNER possesses 
excellent morals, sound judicial temperament, and complete 
personal integrity, and is an individual who is completely 
loyal to the United States Government. 


He stated he could spend hours eulogizing the many 
good attributes of Governor KERNER but would limit it to 
the expression that he would recommend him highly for any 
position within the United States Government. 


b7D 


He advised he knew Mrs. KERNER prior to her 
marriage to OTTO KERNER and said she possesses a very 
charming personality; however, apparently since the time 
following World War II she has more or less become addicted 
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to the excessive use of alcohol. In fact} he stated if she 
were his wife} he would institutionalize her for treatment. 

He added} however > that in spite of her excessive 
use of alcohol} she does not present any handicap to the 
Governor} because she apparently is under control and 
does not lose control of her faculties while drinking. 

He said she has every attribute for greatness} in spite of 
her difficulty with alcohol. 

He said probably her use of alcohol can be 
rationalized if one considers the difficulties she has 
encountered in her life and is willing to consider these 
difficulties as excuses. 

General LEO M. BOYLE* Major General} Adjutant 
General, Chief of Staff, Illinois National Guard, who by 
virtue of his office is head of the Military and Naval 
Departments of the State of Illinois, on August 12, 1964, 
advised he probably would be quite biased while furnishing 
any opinion concerning Governor OTTO KERNER, because he 
has known KERNER for over 25 years, knew his father prior 
to that, felt a close attachment to him, and believed 
that if he had the choice, he would appoint OTTO KERNER 
to any position of authority and responsibility within the 
United States Government. 

He served in the military with OTTO KERNER 
and from his military, political, and business contacts 
knows he is an absolutely responsible, reliable, loyal, 
and dedicated individual who could only bring honor to 
anyone with whom he chose to associate. 

He is well educated and trained to make decisions 
only after accumulating and digesting all the facts that 
can possibly affect the decision. His word is completely 
acceptable as a binding obligation, and a verbally expressed 
intention of an act he considers binding upon himself. 

He can work and plan with a group and will, when 
asked, express his opinion, even though that opinion may not 
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coincide with the common opinion; however, in spite of not 
thinking with the group, he can sublimate his opinion and 
effectively and honestly carry out the program upon which 
the group has expressed majority approval. 


He does not sulk or complain if his opinion is 
not shared by the group but will actively support the group. 

He has a talent for leadership and organization, 
can and will accept responsibility and effectively discharge 
his responsibilities, either by direct action on his part 
or by the proper delegation of authority with the constraint 
of proper supervision. 


He is completely honest, open, and above board, 
very fair and open in his dealings with individuals, can 
and does maintain confidences, and in the past has 
demonstrated complete worthiness of trust with top secret 
information for which he was cleared. 


There is absolutely no question possible concerning 
his morals or loyalty to the United States Government. 


stated in spite of his close association 
with Governor - KERNER, there has been no social contact as 
such; and, he does not know Mr. KERNER’s wife or children 
and could not furnish information concerning them. 


as thef 


Ion August 13, 1964, iden tified himself 

| and as | 


]and furnished the following information 


He has known the Governor since his arrival in 
Springfield and has had contact with him at committee 
meetings and other open functions. He is always reported 
as possessing excellent moral characteristics, and members 
of both parties speak very well of him. 


It is his own observation that Mr. KERNER 
always appears to him to be a gentleman and a scholar. 


b6 
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He said he disagrees with some of the expressed 
ideologies of government which are advocated by KEENER, 
but personally he considers him a ’’high grade article” who 
could capably discharge any obligations imposed upon him* 


I | says he does not know the wife or family 
of Mr. KERNER and, consequently, could not furnish any 
information concerning them. 


Springfield Confidential Informant T-2, | | 

l 

I on August 13 » 1964, advised 


as follows: 


He has known the Governor since his arrival in 
Springfield and on all occasions has found him to be kind 
and courteous and an admitted gentleman. 

He appears to be honest and efficient in his 
government, and there has been no question made of his 
personal integrity. He is popular with the people. 

Members of both political parties have expressed 
admiration of him as an individual, and no one has raised 
any challenge as to his loyalty to the United States 
Government . 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


He said he would summarize his opinion of KERNER 
as being a man who has great charm, ability to handle an 
audience, and who in the past two and one-half years has 
been exceptionally successful in the operation of the 
Governor’s Office; and, he himself would not be at all 
disturbed if KERNER were re-elected. 

This same individual believed that the following 
information was worthy of notation: 

He said there are many rumors, not public, but in 
political circles, to the effect that the wife of the Governor 
drinks to excess. He said he believes that the rumors 
are true, since on two occasions he personally observed her 
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when in his opinion she had been drinking excessively. 

One of these occasions occurred at a joint party 
of the Bar Association and the Medical Association, and the 
other occasion could not be specifically recalled. 

At these times he said she gave the appearance 
of an individual who was either under the influence of 
alcohol or who was suffering from a spastic condition. 

He said as far as he knew, the drinking on the 
part of the Governor's wife has not been the cause of 
any embarrassment to him or to his office. 


ADMISSION TO THE BAR 


Or> Ancnig* 1ft. 1QR4. I I 

1 advised that Ui'TU KbKWbK, ourii august 15 , 1908 , 

at Chicago, and then living at 1031 Ashland Street, River 
Forest, Illinois, passed the March, 1934, Bar Examination. 
His record indicated attendance at Brown University, Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and Northwestern University School of 
Daw, with a J. D* Degree on June 18, 1934. 


of the | |, on August 10, 1964, advised 

that records indicated uttu aERNER was admitted to the 
practice of law on June 14, 1934, by examination from 
Cook County and was then a member in good standing. 


Illinois State Bar 
advised that OTTO KERNER 


Association, on augusx xu, i»o*, 
was a member of the Association in good standing since 1934. 
He was admitted on June 14, 1934. No grievances are on 
file. 
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b6 
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MISCELLANEOUS AGENCY CHECKS 


of the Springfield b6 

b7C 
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Credit Bureau# on August 10, 1964, and| | 

I, Springfie ld Police Department, and 
| of Sangamon County, on 

August 11, 1964, advised that records under their control 
contain no reference identifiable as pertaining to OTTO 
KEENER or to his wife or members of his family. 
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8/21/64 


TELSTYPE 


URGEI7T 


TO SACS CHICAGO (101-917) 

SPRINGFIELD (161-200) 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI / (_ y f ~ -J- C 0 / 

OTTO KERNER, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

REOBEPS BOTH DATED AUGUST SEVENTEEN, LAST. 

BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH CONTAINED IN SPRINGFIELD REP SHOWS KERNER 

AS MEMBER OF SEVENTH CIRCUIT BAR ASSOCIATION} BOHEMIAN LAWYERS 

ASSOCIATION} AND THE WEST SUBURBAN BAR ASSOCIATION. 

CHECK ABOVE BAR ASSOCIATIONS, ADVISE LOCATION, AND ADVISE 

WHETHER OR NOT KERNER IS A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING OF THOSE 

ASSOCIATIONS. 

HANDLE IMMEDIATELY AND SURAD SUMMARY BEFORE COB TODAY 
FOLLOWED BY REP. 
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^ELETOPE 


FBI WASH DC 

1029 AM URGENT 8-21-64 MTC 

TO CHICAGO 161-917 AND SPRINGFIELD 161-200 

FROM DIRECTOR 1 P 


OTTO KERNER, SPECIAL INQUIRY, 


REUREPS BOTH DATED AUGUST SEVENTEEN, LAST* 

BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH CONTAINED IN SPRINGFIELD REP SHOWS KERNER 
AS MEMBER OF SEVENTH CIRECUIT BAR ASSOCIATION; BOHEMIAN LAWYERS 
ASSOCIATION; AND THE WEST SUBURBAN BAR ASSOCIATION. 

CHECK ABOVE BAR ASSOCIATIONS, ADVISE LOCATION, AND ADVISE 
WHETHER OR NOT KERNER IS A MAMBER IN GOOD STANDING OF THOSE 
ASSOCIATI ONS. 

HANDLE IMMEDIATELY AND SURAD SUMMARY BEFORE COB TODAY 
FOLLOWED BY REP. 

CORRECTION LINE FOUR FIVXXFIFTH WORD SHD BE CIRCUIT AND LINE 7 
WORD 7 SHD BE MEMBER 
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SPECIAL INQUIRY 


REFERENCES : Bureau teletype to Springfield etc. dated 3/10/64. 

Springfield teletype to St. Louis dated 8/12/64. 
Springfield teletype to Chicago dated 8/13/64. 

WFO teletype to Bureau dated 8/14/64. 




















ADMINISTRATIVE 

The following information is being placed on tho 
administrative page duo to the nature of the comments of 
Sheriff CHARLES LARSON which are only opinions formed with 
no actual verification: 

On August 14, 19G4, Sherif f CIMRLES^L ARSON , Lake 
County, Waukegan , Illinois, advised that he is a lifelong 
Antioch, Illinois, resident and has known tho KCRNERs for 
more than 20 years. He said that although he and Governor 
KEENER are of opposite political parties, he has always 
admired and respected the Governor and has had no question 
regarding his integrity, sobriety, or morality. He has, in 
fact, informed the Governor of his regret that they belong 
to different political parties, because he would personally 
like to be one of his supporters. Sheriff LARSON said that 
he has had little informal contact with the Governor who 
likes to be alone and unrecognized, if possible, when at his 
summer place. Hov/ever , the spotlight of publicity is almost 
always upon them. He knows nothing in the Governor’s life 
which would reflect against him. 

There are two matters, hov/ever. which he requested b7D 

be maintained as confidential. I I 


- B - 


COVER PAGE 





CG 161-917 
RMK:MDW/kzh 





LARSON said that if these unk nown persons were 
KERNER's friends and guests rather than | ~l friends 

and guests, it would raise a question in his mind. 


b6 

b7C 
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advised 


as follows 


lie has been associated with the above 


bince his separation from the United 

States NftvV. HU 


sad ru mors that I 
He is cc 


b6 

in b7c 


Lis own mine 


is is true. 


Ho knows that| l has honn an 

Governor KERNER and was once 

for Kerner and is believed to presenxiy pe | 

has the idea, howe ver , thai 
connection witn xne KERNERS is throughj 
visa versa, with Mrs. KERNER, whom he supplier* 
any close connection with Governor KERNER. 


affinity, or 
>und rather than 


During the time that he has known Governor KERNER, whi ch 
is to the extent of having met him on several occasions since ho, 

is active in the same political party and because of some b6 
memours of his law firm being supporters of the Governor, he has b7c 
no question in his mind concerning the integrity, honesty, or 
moral character of the Governor. 

said he attended the Lake County Bar Association 
Golf Tournament — U5T August 13, 1964, He is aware that there were b,c 
a number of persons who surrounded Governor KERNER, or seemed to 
surround him , all night. These persons were definitely guests of 
l The firm u sually invit es a number of people to this 
eu.eujuo as their guests. I | invited a young man who is a 

permanent ” house guest”, another who is believed to be a hair 
dresser, and another person whose identity does not know. 

The reason| | does not know these pe ople uuyuuq tho abmrp is 

is that he avoids them because he believes that theyJ 
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£ 


^said there has never been any hint of 


anything ^rong in this matter on the part of the Governor and 
he believes that an y rumors would simply stem from the fact that 


b6 

b7C 


a person of wide spread reputation in 
mis area, is a supporter of the Governor. He noted that 
had kep t himself " gl ued” to the Governor the entire previous even- 


ing and 


friends had in turn been glued to him. 


On August 14, 1964, | 

Lake County, Illinois, advised as follows: 




cept 


He has no personal anmiaintanee ship with the Governor 
to have met him from time to time. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


reputation of being a has heard rumors in 

both local and politicrrr — u j.a cxeo — III i.^h.« I.mmty that TfET?NER. is a 


TT^7 


MER 
has 


been 

never 


homosexual. These rumors have come about since] 
supporting KEENER and may be the basis for it. 

really considered it enough to recall who it was that made the 
comments. He considered it like the rumor that MAMIE EISENHOWER was 


an alcoholic. 


/» 


/ 


/-/. 


said there is no reason to question the 


integrity of the Governor so far as he knows. 

He said that Mrs, KERNER is apparently an alcoholic. 

He noted that this summer there was a burglary in the KERNER 
cottage near Antioch. About two week s ago Mrs. KERNER called t he 
State s Attorney’s Office and spoke to L . I 

while I 
wna 


] Office. [ 


1 listened in on an extension. 


b6 

b7C 


from hearing 


and the secretary informed 
that Mrs, KERNER was greatly intoxicated, which impression 
ha d formed dur ing the course of the conversation just 


responses. 


On August 14, 196 4, 

Bureau, Waukegan, Illinois, advised that 


l_Dn±ectives b6 

J has b7c 
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never been arrested for any homosexual activity. He has known 
I I for many years and knows him to have a wide spread 

and apparently deserved reputation along those lines. He noted 
thatl I is qu ick to defend in court anyone arrested on 

and seems to appear at the police station 


b6 

b7C 


very snorxxy axxer they are arrested. 


aid that if 


was known in 


the Department to have been so engaged, but not arrested, 

would be the person that would know. 


On August 14, 1964, 
he has no information except suspicion. 


advised SA 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ftlCE 


Copy to: 

Report of: SA EDWARD J. NEHLS Office: Chicago 

Date: 8/17/64 

Field Office File No.: 161—917 Bureau File No.: 

Title: OTTO KERNER 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: 

Birth verified. Appointee graduated from Northwestern 
University Law School with a JD degree 6/34, and received 
an honorary Doctor of Laws degree 6/61, from St, Procopious 
College. Professors comment favorably, . Employment as 
law clerk with Cooke Sullivan and Ricks verified, former 
partner 'comments favorably. Employment as partner of Kerner, 
Jaros and Tittle verified and satisfactory, former partner 
comments favorably. Employment as United States Attorney 
verified, associates comment favorably. Election as Cook 
County Judge verified, associates comment favorably. 

Appointee member in good standing of ABA and CBA, associate 
in CBA comments favorably. Three federal judges comment 
favorably. Associates of both major political parties 
comment favorably. Many individuals advise Mrs. OTTO KERNER 
drinks to excess. Credit check satisfactory of OTTO KERNER, 
Jr. and his wife, negative on mother and sister. Arrest 
check negative. A review of newspaper libraries set forth, 
reflecting criticism of KEENER for not taking action on 
alleged! vote frauds and a reversal by the appellate court 
due to KERNE?, as Cook County Judge not disqualifying himself. 

- RUG - 


— * — XEROX 

GG-lX 1984 


This ^document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


DETAILS: 


Birth 


^checked the 


On August 14, 1964, IC , , 

records of Bureau of Vital Statistics, 130 North Wells Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, and located a birth certificate number 8622 
filed October 15, 1908, which reflects that OTTO KERNER, JR., \ 
was born August 15, 1908, at Chicago, Illinois, to OTTO KERNER, 
Attorney born Chicago, Illinois, and ROSE BARBARA KERNER nee 
Chmelik born Lison, Bohemia, Europe. 
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Education 


Northwestern University 
School of Law 
357 East Chicago Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 



during recent years , 
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, said that ho considers the appointee 
to be an 'honest, dependable , trustworthy person. When the 
appointee was campaigning for Governor, his campaign was 

_ . . t <r« _ 1 * .1. * I • J a 


based on his record for high integrity. said 

the appointee is a prominent, well-known person wno has 
received much publicity from Illinois newspapers. He has 
never heard of anything that would cause him to question 
the appointee's reputation, moral character or personal 
conduct. Hv said that he believes the appointee can be 
relied upo n to exercise discretion and good judgment. 


1 said that the appointee has a strong sense of 
responsibility and he has complete confidence in the 
appointee's loyalty to the United States. 


On August 12, 1964 , I ~ j 

1 advised SA l I nnre li e 

had joined the faculty of Northwestern University Law 
School in 1936. He said that while he had not known 
the appointee when the appointee was a student at Northwestern 
University, he had been associated with the appointee 
when the latter was serving as United States Attorney 
in Chicago and later when he was elected a County Judge 
for Cook County. He said that he has not been associated 
with the appointee since the latter became Governor 
of Illinois. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


we 1 1-know n p5fS6ft. 


"Isaid that the appointee is a prominent, 
-He said that the appointee enjoys a 


trond reput ation and holds the respect of his colleagues, 
J said that he has complete confidence in the 


appointee 1 s loyalty to the United States and that he would 
recommend the appointee for a position of trust with the 
Federal Government. 
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St. Procopius College 
Lisle, Illinois 
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[ 


advised SAL 


1 at. Procopiu s lunege, jbjmxe, uumutLs, 
^ on August 13, 1964, that St. 
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Procopius College presented Governor OTTO KERNER with an 
honorary Doctor of Laws degree (Honoris Causa) , the highest 
honor ary degree possibl e at graduation exercises on June 1, 

1961. \ Advised that the above degree was bestowed \ 

on Governor AEKi^bK ioi' his outstanding service to his country 1 
and as one of the leading citizens of this state. 1 


He advised that the citation accompanying the 
above degree which he personally delivered at the above 
exercise, related that Governor KERNER was renown for his ” 
great ability, sound integrity, broad vision, shrewd judgment, 
and progressive outlook” , All of which has won him the admiration 
and acclaim of his fellow statesmen. He advised that the 
citation spoke of the Govenor’s " profound knowledge of civil 
law as a lawyer and man” , and as a soldier having entered 
military service as a private and retiring as a major general. 


"Istated that the citation further related that 


b6 


the Goveno r was ’’passionately opposed to intolerance, indolence, b7c 
cowardice, and complacency”. 


advised that Governor KERNER and his 
mother have been long time friends of the college and he 
and Governor KERNER have served on several committees in the 
past concerning the college administration and activities. 

I described Governor KERNER as an ” affable, 
debonair, and sympathetic” person who would be an exceptional 
candidate for any position of trust. 
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Employment 


Cooke Sullivan and Ricks 
Chicago, Illinois (1934) 


[ 


On August. 12. 1964 


1 


union car Dias, 


230 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, ad- 
vised that he was a former partner in the above 
firm, which is no longer in existance. He said 
OTTO KERNER , JR. came to work for the firm as a 
law clerk to gain some experience either while he 
was studying for his bar examination or just after 
he had been admitted. He said OTTO KERNER , SR. had 
secured the position for him when he was Attorney 
General of Illinois as a friend of the firm. He 
stated KERNER , JR. stayed for a few months end then 
went with anot her firm tha t his father was previous- 

said KERNER, JR. was a 
young attorney of exce Il- 


ly associated, 
respectable, halru wux’Kxug 1 
ent moral character. He said he still sees KERNER, 
JR. a couple times a year and considers him to be 
a unquestionably loyal American of impeccable 
character. He said he knows nothing of an adverse 
nature regarding KERNER, JR. 


|! 


\ 

\ 


\ 


Kerner, Jar os and Tittle 
Chicago, Illinois 


On August 12, 1964, | | 

| 111 West Washington Boulevard, Chicago, 
Illinois, advised that OTTO KERNER, SR. used to be a 
partner of that firm before accepting public office. 

He said they kept the name KERNER and that KERNER, 

SR*s son OTTO KERNER, JR. stepped in as a partner in 
his father’s p lace after a few months experience in 
another firm. I I said he recalls it was about 

November, 1934, when KERNER, JR. joined the firm and 
that he remained a partner until 1947 when he became 
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United States Attorney. | jsaid KERNER, JR., 

and his wife are persons of excellent moral character 
and that KERNER , JR. ’s integrity, industry and 
intelligence are superb. 


He stated he has known Mrs. KERNER, the 

former HELENA CERMAK, and KERNER’ s sisters, ROSE.—. 

(deceased) an d I all their lives. He said Mrs. 
KERNER has an ear defect, loss of hearing, and, as a 
result, personal unbalance and frustration, which 
has resulted in a drinking problem. He said she 
does not drink to excess but that one or two drinks 
cause her to be unsteady due to the ear defect. 


[ 


MARYJ&YCE, eloped with af 
age and was killed several 


stated KERNER, JR. ’s stepdaug hter, 

]at an early 
automobile 


MUVI 11 UtJ AV JU JU JL. WV V (AO. year s later in an 

accident. He said her husband, 


was not 

able to support or care for the 1 cnnuren so 'they were 
adopted by the KERNERs. He stated prior to her death, 
that they were separated and not living as a family. 


I 


|stated | | married 

and was subsequently divorced due to his 
excessive drinking, which turned him into a habitual 
drunk, w hereabouts unknown. She later married 


and continues to reside ia 


X 


Illino is 


said he believes KERNER, JR. , to 
be an excellent attorney , judge and administrator and 
highly recommends him for any position for which he may 
be considered. 
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United States Attorney 
Chicago, Illinois 


_Qn Aaaiat 12. 


■1964, 

furnished HRNER's 


b6 

b7C 


personnel card which reflects that he was appoint- 
ed as United S tates, Attorn ey Ju ly 8. 19 47. He re- 
sided at 219 East Lake Shore Drive. He resigne d 

January X5u, 1QR4 to become a candidate for local 
office. 


[ 


On August 12, 1964, 


] 


advised he was employed under 


Mr. KERNER* s administration and considered him to 
be an efficient, conscientious United States Attorney 
whose conduct in office was exemplary. He stated 
he regarded KERNER as a person of excellent character, 
reputation, morals and associates of whom he knew 
nothing unfavorable. 


b6 
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On 


August 13, 1964, 
105 South 


Lasaiie street, Chicago, 

Illinois, advised that he has knov/n otto tnanwrer? jr 

since about 1946. He said he was_anl 


and 


f | under him until| 

nas remained in close personal contact wixn mm as a friend 
and for about ten years as a neighbor in Glenview, Illin- 
ois, He said KERNER was a honorable United States Attor- 
ney, completely independent of pressures and was an ex- 
cellent administrator. He said KERNER was usually the 
first one at the office and the last to leave, devoting 
full measure to his appointment and creating a good es- 
prit de corps among the entire staff. 
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said KERNER held the dignity 


of the court to the highest when he was judge of 
Cook County, Illinois, 


Personally, 


said, he regards 


KERNER as an unquestionably loyal American of out- 
standing character, reputation and integrity. 


law, 


I 


1 st ated KERNER* s former son- in- 


3 


was either divorced or in 


process of being divorced at the time of his step- 
daughter’s, MARY A LYCE. death. He said KERNER adopt- 
ed the children of| who had never accept- 

ed parental responsibility ill the first place. 


said he knows nothing of an 


adverse nature concerning KERNER or his wife. 


On Anp-nat. 13. 1964, 

J Illinois Department un con- 


servation, Chicago, Illinois , advised that he has known 
KERNER since about 1947 when he became Liaison Officer 
as a Chicago Polic e Officer wi th the United States 
Attorney’s Office, 
close associate of 


paid he has remained as a 
KERNER since that time and is pre- 
sently on his staff. He said he does not know of a finer 
man living today and considers him to be c£ the highest 
moral character. He stated that he does not know any- 
thing of an adverse nature regarding KERNER or his wife 
and recommends him most highly for any position. He 
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stated that Mrs. KERNER has undergone two un- ' 
successful ear operations and as a result has j 
lost some equalibrium and sometimes staggers j 
giving the impression that she is intoxicated. - 
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On August 13 , 1064 , 

of Cook County, Chicago, Illinois, advised 
3A DUNCAN J. EV3RETTE that he has kno wn Gover nor OTTO. 
KEENER. JR. . since earl y 1943 when he 

1 He stated he 


t 


JR. , wJad 


-che United States 


served 

Attorney, Chicago 


was an 

under Ojlxu mnxrom 


, until 1954, 
County Court. He 


1 , 


when the latter was elected judge of Cook 

stated that he has always known OTTO KEENER, JR. , to he an 
honorable person who is "carefully honest ' and always wanted 
the same of individuals in his office. He stated that while 
OTTO KEENER, JR. , was judge of Cook County Court he believes 
he appeared before him at least twice but that OTTO KEENER, 

JR., appointed him guardian ad litem of many children’s cases 
appearing before him. He stated that all these appointments 
were made on a non-political basis which was typical of the 
manner in which OTTO KERNER, JR. , served as a judge. He 
stated that OTTO KERNER, JR., is a raan of great integrity, 
that he has never heard any derogatory information concerning 
him nor his family and their loyalty as citizens is unquestioned. 
He stated presently his association with Governor OTTO KEENER, 

JR. , is on a strictly political basis rather than social such 
as receiving invitations to and attending various political 
dinners and meetings. He stated he would have no hesitation 
in recommending Governor OTTO KERNER to any position the 
President desired to appoint him. 
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Coo!: County Judges 

1934 , | 

Circuit Court of Cook County, 
eel SA DUNCAN J. E7ERETTE that 
records reveal that OTTO KEENER , JH. , was elected Judge 
of County Court of Cook County, Chicago, on December 15, 
1954, v/a s re-elected in 195S, and served until I'arch 1, 

1930, when he resigned his judgeship in order to cam paign 
for Governor of the State of Illinois. | | 

stated KERNER, JR. * s record as a judge was highly 
satisfactory and t hat he personally appeared before* 

KEENER, JR. , as an I ~l and he knows | 

KEENER , JR. , to have been a fair and impartial judge. 

He stated that from his knowledge of KERNER, JR. , and the 
latter *c reputation, there is ’’not even the remotest 
possibility” of there being anything of an adverse nature 
regarding his character, reputation, associates and 
loyalty as a citizen. 

Judge HERBERT It. FRIEDLAND , Circuit Court of Cook 
County, Criminal Division, Chicago, Illinois, advised 
SA EVERETTE on August 12, 1934, that he has known Governor 
KEENER over 20 years; that the Governor's father used to 
come to the Swedish Club of Chicago while he, Judge 
FRIEDLAND, was president of this club, and the elder OTTO 
KEENER was most often accompanied by his son, Governor 
KEENER. He stated they became very good friends from this 
association. He stated he knows Governor KERNER had very 
successful tenures of office as the United States Attorney 
and as the Judge of Cook County Court prior to being 
elected Governor of Illinois. He stated he was not a judge 
in Cook County during the time Governor KEENER was a judge 
but he did practice law before KERNER. He stated Governor 
KEENER has been successful in every respect; that he is a 
man of outstanding background. He described Governor 
KERNER as "a fine man”, "a stand-up guy”, ”a gentleman at 
all times”, "not wishy-washy”, and "won’t back down in the 
face of difficulty”. He stated that Governor KERNER is a 
man who "will do what his conscience tells him to do”. He 
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further advised that in all the years he has known Governor 
KEENER he has never known anything of an adverse nature 
regarding his family, his character, reputation, honesty, 
associates, conduct and loyalty as a citizen. He added that 
he would recommend Governor KEENER for any position to which 
the President considered appointing him. He alrso added he 
made this recommendation without any reservation. 

On August 12, 1934, Judge RICHARD HARENCOD, 

Circuit Court of Cook County, Criminal Division, Chicago, 
Illinois, advised SA EVERETTE he was elected a judge in the 
above court in April, 1962, and has known Governor OTTO 
KEENER since the latter was the United States Attorney in 
Chicago. He stated he practiced law before Governor KERNER 
when the latter was the County Judge of Cook County prior to 
his being elected Governor of Illinois. He stated he thought 
an inquiry into the background of Governor KERNER for the 
White House M is nonsensical”; that ”he was the United States 
chief attorney in Chicago for" years and he must have had a 
clearance”. He further stated that during all the time he 
has known Governor KERNER he has never known anything 
unfavorable about him. He also stated Governor KERNER is a 
man of unquestioned character, reputation, honesty, associates 
and loyalty as a citizen. 

On August 12, 1964, Judge THADDEUS ADESKO, Presiding 
Judge of Cook County Circuit Court, advised SA EVERETTE he 
has known OTTO KERNER, JR. , for approximately 20 years and 
that the latter was a judge of the County Court of Cook County 
until he resigned in 1930 in order to run for Governor of the 
State of Illinois. He stated that he, Judge ADESKO, was 
elected to fill the unexpired term of OTTO KERNER, JR. , and 
was re-elected in 1932. He stated that for a period of time 
they were co- judges in the County Court of Cook County, 
Chicago, anc! he knows GTTO KERNER , JR. , to be a man of very 
high caliber and to be honest and impartial. He stated he 
would recommend OTTO KERNER, JR. , ”100%” as to character, 
reputation, associates, conduct and loyalty as a citizen. He 
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stated thnt during all the years he has ’mown OTTO KEENER , 
JR. , he has never 'mown anything of an adverse nature 
regarding him. 


On August 12, 1904, Judge HAROLD G. i» AED , Acting 
Chief Judge and Presiding Judge, Law Division, Circuit 
Court of Cook County, advised 3A EVERLTTXJ that he has known 
OTTO KEENER , JU. , since approximately 1940 and knew the 


latter's father, OTTO KEENER, SR. He stated he has had a 
close personal association with OTTO KEENER, JR. , especially 
while the latter was Judge of County Court of Cook County. 

He stated that at that time he. Judge V/ARD, was Chief Justice 
of the Superior Court. He stated he has had a very limited 
personal contact with OTTO KEENER , JR. , since he became 
Governor of the State of Illinois, but that he knows Governor 
KEENER continues to be a very high class individual, "honest 
as they make thera" and ’’well spoken of. He stated Governor 
KEENER did a very fine job as a judge and that he is a "'first 
rate and perfect gentleman". He stated he has met Governor 
KEENER' s wife once or twice and from his knew ledge of the 
Governor's father, OTTO KERNEE, SR. , he knows them all to be 
very fine persons and all of good reputation. He further 
stated he would never question Governor KEENER' s character, 
honesty, associates and loyalty to the United States. He 
further added he would recommend Governor ICERNER for a 
position of trust and responsibility without any hesitation. 
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Affiliation 


On August 11, 1964, | | 

[ Americ an Bar Asso ciation Head quarters, 1155 East 60th 
Street, Chicago^ iYlinois, advised SA I 1 that 

her membership files reflect that OTTO KERNER, Jr., born 
August 15, 1908, Chicago, Illinois, was el^tejj^o^membea^Jbl-B. 
May 13j_,19ik8^ and is presently a member in^good standing. 

She said her files reflect that KERNER was admitted to 
practice before the Illinois Bar in 1934. She said there 
were no grievances filed against him. She said that the 
current address reflected for KERNER is the Governor’s 
Executive Mansion, Springfield, Illinois. 
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On August 11, 1964, E 


American Bar Foundation, 1155 East 60th Street, 


b6 
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auv ise<i SA I I that she can suggest no one at the 

American Bar Foundation or American Bar Association Headquarters 
who would be personally acquainted with Governor OTTO KERNER. 


Chicago Bar Association (CBA) 

29 South La Salle 
Chicago, Illinois 

On August 12. 1964. I \ 

| advised SA | [ that the records 

of her office reflect the following information: 

The appointee, who was born August 15, 1908, at 
Chicago, Illinois, was elected to membership in the CBA on 
September 1 8 f lA36^ and he has been a member in’ good standing 
continuously since that time, including five years military 
service. He has served on numerous committees of the CBA, 
including the Constitutional Revisions Committee, Adoption 
Laws Committee, Legislative Committee, Medico — Legal Relations 
Committee, Admissions Committee and Grievance Committee. 
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The appointee was admitted to the practice of law 
in Illinois on June 14, 1934. He has been engaged in tne 
private practice of law, has served as United States 
Attorney for the Northern District of Illinois, was recom- 
mended by the CBA as a judge in the Cook County Court, and 
was elected to that position. He is presently governor of 
the State of Illinois. 


The appointee had entered active military service 
when the National Guard Unit of which he was a member was 
activated in 1941. During his military service the appointee 
is reported to have been awarded the Soldier's Medal, a 
Bronze Star, a Commendation Medal and a Presidential Citation. 


| said the grievance records of the CBA b6 

contain no information concerning the appointee. b7c 

> * * ** " ■ ' - ■ 

On August 14, 1964,| 

with the firm of I | 

I Illinois, furnished the 

following information to SA I 


He was employed by the CBA for twenty years and 
served as executive director of the CBA for twelve years. 

He recently resigned to enter the private practive of law. 

He has not been associated with the appointee socially 
except for Bar Association gatherings, but has known him 
professionally for many years. He has known the appointee 
as United States Attorney, County Judge, CBA c ommittee member 
and chairman of committees at the CBA. All of | Icon- 

tacts with the applintee have been favorable. 


b6 
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While the appointee was serving as County Judge, 
the CBA sent a questionnaire to over 8,000 members of the 
CBA. The questionnaire asked for ratings of the members of 
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the judicial systems in Cook County. The questionnaire 
asked for the CBA members* rating of their confidence 
in each judge's integrity, their rating of each judge’s 
diligence, judicial temperment and judicial ability. When 
the poll was completed the appointee had received a score 
of over 90 vhich was the highest score rece ived a mong all of 
the judges included in the poll, and which considers 

to represent an exceptionally high score. 


As a chairman of CBA committees, the appointee 
actually ran his committee. He attended the meetings of 
the committee and was interested in the subjects being con- 
sidered by the committee. 


b6 
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has a high regard for the appointee. He 
considers 1 nxm C o be an honest, dependable, trustworthy 
person of high ideals, integrity and moral character. 

The appointee is a strong individual with his own ideas and 
opinions. He is a leader of a political party in Chicago 
and as such is closely associated with the Mayor of Chicago, 
RICHABD DALEY. He and Mayor DALEY have many of the same 
ideas and purposes, but the appointee will stand on his own 
ideals and integrity and will do what he believes is correct. 


I | said that the appointee has an excellent 

personal background and there is no question about his 
loyalty to the United States . 


I | said that he has met the appointee's wife 
on a few occasions, but he does not know her personally. 


"Isaid that the appointee is a mature, responsible 
11 e: 


person, wno will exercise good judgment and discretion, and 
he has no reservations about recommending the appointee for 
a position of trust with the Federal Government. 
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Federal Judges 


On August 13, 1964, the Honorable J. SAM PERRY, 
Judge, United States District Court, Chicago, Illinois, 
advised that he has known OTTO KERNER, JR. , since his 
return from military service in 1946. He said he and 
KERNER were in a refresher course in law by a private 
tutor together. He said KERNER as United States Attorney 
ran a very clean, efficient, honorable office surrounding 
himself with highly qualified men of high moral integrity. 
He said he is an excellent administrator and lawyer and 
did a remarkable job. He said KERNER was highly regarded 
as a judge of Cook County, Illinois, and ran his court 
with dignity and honor. 

Judge PERRY stated that he knew KERNER, SR. , 
and has known the family casually. When KERNER* s step- 
daughter was killed he adopted her children to raise 
them in the standards he desired and did not receive any 
objections from the estranged father who had never 
accepted parental responsibility. 

Judge PERRY said he knows nothing of an adverse 
nathre concerning Governor KERNER, but that his wife has 
something of a mental problem which manifests itself in 
over-indulgence and excessive drinking. 

Judge PERRY said he highly recommends KERNER 
for any position for which he may be considered. 
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Federal Judge JAMES BENTON PARSONS on August 13, 
1964, advised SA JOSEPH R. SHEA he met Governor OTTO 
KERNER and his wife in October, 1951, at which time 
KERNER was United States Attorney. Some two months later 
he was appointed to be an Assistant United States Attorney 
and then worked for KERNER. KERNER as United States 
Attorney was sincere in handling of cases and wanted 
and strove for perfection in all of them. He instilled 
confidence in his men and was the type who would back 
his men completely if he felt the man was doing his 
work. It is his opinion there was not a United States 
Attorney since, who has had the respect of his men as 
did KERNER. He kept a ’’sharp office”. He was a good 
organizer. He was not above trying a case himself. 

KERNER then became a County Judge and held 
this position from about 1954 to 1960. He immediately 
reorganized the clerk's office and instituted a study of 
mental health which he has carried on to date. 

KERNER has great legal talent. His father 
was Judge of the 7th Circuit and was also Attorney 
General for the State of Illinois. He also married the 
daughter of ANTON CERMAK, former Mayor of Chicago. 

In 1960, KERNER was asked by Mayor RICHARD 
J. DALEY of Chicago to run for Governor of Illinois. At 
this time he. Judge PARSONS, was campaigning for Judge 
of the Superior Court. They were together on campaign 
platforms at least 20 times during this time. KERNER 
exhibited great personal charms. Subsequently KERNER 
was elected Governor of Illinois. It is political 
heresy.vthat the "tail in Springfield is wagged by the 
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head" in Chicago. In his opinoin, this is not true. 
KERNER is a person who believes "good government is 
good politics", and he would not be imposed on by 
anyone. KERNER appointed him, Judge PARSONS, to be 
Co-Chairman of the Illinois Exhibit at the World's 
Fair in New York City and stated the "state would be 
represented by human values, not commercial". 

KERNER will partake of a cocktail but is very 
careful in this regard. He isl dignified at all times. 
His, Judge PARSON^,', wife, is completely crazy about 
KERNER. KERNER has a great personal magnetism and 
has not, to his knowledge, created enemies. He is 
also a prudent man. 

It is his opinion that KERNER' s stature and 
potential has not even begun to be tapped, yet, that 
which has, has made him a tremendous power in the 
United States. 

He knows of nothing derogatory regarding 
KERNER' s devotion to this country, noting he is a 
Brigadier General in the Illinois National Guard, as 
well as, he believes, a Colonel in the United States 
Army. He has no question of KERNER ' s integrity or 
moral character and would recommend him for any high 
level governmental position without any reservations. 

As noted earlier he has known Mrs. KERNER 
since October, 1951, and has met her o± been in 
contact with her on at least 20 different occasions. 
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She has always been very dignified but is slightly 
retreating. She has a knack for pretending "not to 
know" when people are trying to use her to reach the 
Governor but actually has an acute awareness of the 
workings of the Government. 

He has heard Mrs. KEENER uses intoxicants 
but has no knowledge of this and when he has seen her 
she has always been quite sober and quite dignified. 
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On August 14, 1964, the Honorable WILLIAM J. 

CAMPBELL, Chief Judge, United States District Court, 

Northern District of Illinois, advised SAC MARLIN W. 

JOHNSON that he has known Governor KEENER for a good 
many years and in his position as a Federal Judge was able 
to observe KEENER operate as the United States Attorney 
(USA) for Northern Illinois during the late 1940 ’s and 
early 1950’s, He stated the Governor performed a very 
efficient job as USA and operated that office in a fine 
manner. He advised that some persons felt KEENER should 
have tried more cases himself during his tenure in that 
office, but that he. Judge CAMPBELL, did not mean this as 
criticism of KERNER but only the opinion off some persons 
at the time. 

Judge CAMPBELL advised he had absolutely no reason to, 
in any way, question Governor KERNER’s integrity, moral 
conduct, honesty or loyalty. He stated the Governor does have 

£ a problem with Mrs, KERNER, who is reportedly an alcoholic, 
which forces the Governor to make excuses for the absence of 
Mrs. KERNER at public affairs. Despite this, Judge CAMPBELL 
advised he has no indication of the lack of excellent moral 
structure on the part of the Governor himself. 

Judge CAMPBELL further stated that before he could 
completely recommend the Governor as to his ability to fill 
a particular position, he, Judge CAMPBELL, would have to know 
what position was involved. He stated further, however, that 
if, as the newspapers, have indicated, the Governor is being 
considered for a position involving military or defense 
matters, he would give Governor KERNER his highest 
recommendation because of the Governor’s military background. 
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Miscellaneous 


SJ ' / 


On August 12, 1964, I | 

I I United States Steel Corporation, 208 South La Salle 

Street, Chicago, Illinois, Ofhri sed that he has known 

OTTO KERNER, JR., for about | | years as a west suburban 

resident and throug h an acquaintance wi th OTTO KERNER, SR. , 

| said he | | with the IODRNERs 

m tne Jj'ajLi of 1963 and considers then to be unquestionably 
loyal Americans. He said Mr. KERNER did great credit 
to th* United States \yhile in Europe. He stated KERNER 
is a person of great character, reputation, morals and 
associates of whom he knows nothing unfavorable. He 
stated Mrs. KERNER sometime^ in his opinion, drinks to 
excess. He said he knows of no physical defect concerning 
her. He stated that in public both Mr. and Mrs. KERNER 
are very cautious regarding any drinking on her part. 


I | ox cook county, Chicago, Illinois 

advised that he has knov/n OTTO KERNER , JR., for about fifteen 
years as a member of the opposing political party. He 
«aid he regards KERNER as an unquestionably loyal American 
of excellent character, reputation, morals and associates. 

He said he believes KERNER to be personally hon est wit h 
excellent integrity and an outstanding citizen. | | 

stated that it is common knowledge that Mrs * KERNER 


^ |stated that it is common knowledge that Mrs * KERNER 

has a reputation for excessive drinking but that he has 
no personal knowledge or observation of her. Regarding 

Mr. KERNER* s conduct in public office as United States 

Attorne y, Cook County Judge and Governor of Illinois, □3 
— — — — -J said he does not understand how he as a responsible 
official did not take a more positive stand on the obvious 
criminal element infesting the area and the monstrous vote 
frauds which were scandalizing Chicago. He said Mr. KERNER f j 
lack of initiative in these and other matters earned 
him the name "Vacillating Otto" in Republican Party circbs. 
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| | said that he has great compassion for 

KERNER due to his wife's reputation and concurrent admiration 
and respect for him in that he has bean able to succeed 
in spite of her, tries desparately to control her and has 
remained with her. He said that he recommends KERNER for 
any position for which he is selected if such position 
does not place his wife in public appearances. 

The following information is contained on page 1034, 
’’Who's Who in America,” volume 33, 1934-65: 

”Kerner, Otto, governor of 111.; b. Chgo., Aug. 

15, 1908; s. Otto and Rose Barbara (Chmelik) K.; A.B., 

Brown Univ., 1930; student Trinity Coll., Cambridge Univ., 

Eng., 1930-31; J.D., Northwestern U. , 1934; hon. degrees. Brown 
U. , Northwestern U. , St. Procopius Coll., Lincoln Coll., 

Ouincy College, McKendree College; m. Helena I. Cermak , 

Oct. 29, 1934; children— Anton J.C., Helena C. Admitted to 
Illinois bar, 1934; was associated with Cooke, Sullivan, 
and Ricks, May-Dec. 1934; became partner Kerner, Jaros and 
Tittle, lav/ firm, 1935; U.S. dist. atty. for Northern 
Dist. of 111. 1947-54; county judge Cook County, 111., 

1954-61; gov. of 111., 1931 — . Vice Chgo. council, mem. 

7th regional exec, council Boy Scouts Am.; dir. Bohemian 
Charitable Assn., Glenview United Fund, Cancer and Red 
Cross Funds. Mom. Chgo. Crime Prevention Council, 1950-53. 
Trustee Brown U. Mem. 111. N.G. , 106th Cav., 1934-36; trans. 
to F.A., 1936, advancing from pvt. to cspt., 1941, in 
active service, 1941-46, with 9th Inf. Div., ET0, and 
with 32nd Inf. Div., PTO, ret. as maj . gen. Decorated 
Soldier’s Medal , Bronze Star, Army Commendation Ribbon, 

Presdl. Unit Citation (34th F.A. Bn.). Mem. Am. (alternate 
del. 1948), Fed., 111., Chgo. bar assns. , Bohemian Lawyers 
and West Suburban bar assns., Am. Judicature Soc. Mil. 

Order World War (1st vice comdr. 1946-47), Alpha Delta 
Phi, Phi Delta Phi. Democrat. Mason (Shriner) , Nat. 
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Sojourner, Red Cross of Constantine, Moose, Odd Fellow, 
Royal Arcanum. Clubs: Commonwealth, Chicago, Brown, 
Wayfarers, Legal, Law, North Shore Country (Chgo.). 
Home: 750 Glendale Dr., Glenview, 111. Office: State 

Capitol, Springfield, 111. 
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On August 14, 1934, | | 

Chicago, Crime Commission, 79 !<est Monroe Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, advised that he has known OTTO KFHNER, Jit., since 
just prior to 1947, when he became United States Attorney. 

He stated in his opinion KEENER was not a strong, ’’crusading 
type'' United States Attorney but performed an honorable job 
and was not lacadaisical in his performance. He said he has 
not had any social contact with KEENER but regards him as an 
unquestionably loyal American of excellent character, 
reputation and associates. He said he has never heard 
anything of an adverse nature concerning Governor or Mrs. 
KEENER and recommends him for any position for which he might 
be appointed. 


riy> fin mn'1 X-d_ 


i E 


advised 

s/.v UjJKiiAKJJ TTATHEE that ne nas Known Governor KEENER for 
about the past 25 years. He said that he was distantly 
related to the Governor since 


He advised that he sees Hr. KEENER on 
iJLEOsi a weekly nnsiiJ socially. He said that he knows of 
absolutely nothing derogatory about him which would preclude 
him from performing in any type of sensitive government 
position. He said that he was aware that on occasion the 
Governor’s wife drank to excess, but he did not think this 
would in any way interfere with the performance of the 
Governor’s duties in whatever position he might be considered 
for. 

He said that he would recommend Hr. KEENER highly 
for any government position. 


[ 


On Ainrnre-h 19 1 Q64 


OTTO KERNER’sT 


1, advised that she is Governor 


] — She s aid that she was 
and was divorced. 


formerly married to 

She said her father, OTTO KEENER, SR. , is deceased as is her 
sister, ROSE KEENER ICKES. She stated her mother, ROSE 
BARBARA KEENER, resides at 7210 Oak in River Forest, Illinois, 
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Illinois Central Railroad, 
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Chicago, Illinois, advised that he has known OTTO KERNER, JR., 
for about 40 years having met through affiliation with the Boy 
Scouts of America, Chicago Executive Council. He said that by 
law, KERNER, as the Governor of the State of Illinois, is an 
automatic member of the Board of Directors of the Illinois Central 
Railroad. I I said that he regards KERNER as an unquestion- 

ably loyal American of excellent character, reputation, morals and 
associates. He said he believes KERNER’ S performance and conduct 
of responsibility in public office have been excellent. 


He stated that on several occasions he has seen Mrs, 
KERNER drink alcoholic beverages, in his opinion, to excess. 


i: 


| |stated that he is politically opposed to 

OTTO KERNER, but highly recommends him for any position for which 
he may be considered# m.n spite of his wife’s occasional excessive 
drinking.. 
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On August 14, 1964, The Honorable RICHARD J. DALEY, 

Mayor, City of Chicago, advised that he has known OTTO KERNER, JR., 
for 25 to 30 years and his parents prior to him, when OTTO KERNER, 
SR., was Attorney General of Illinois. He stated he regards KERNEL, 
JR. , as an unquestionably loyal American and a distinguished 
}\?)f American citizen. He said KERNER, JR. , enjoys an excellent 
\ x ?ff reputation both personally and as a public official. Mayor 
f DALEY described KERNER, JR., as a honest, concicntious, sincere 
dedicated public official who has made a great record as Governor 
of Illinois and of whom he knows nothing unfavorable. He said 
he highly recommends Governor KERNER for any position of trust and 
integrity. 
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Glenview, Illinois, advised on August 12, 


1964, he had several contacts with Governor KERNER during 
the latter’s residence in Glenview, these contacts being 
of a business nature as well as occasional meetings at 
public functions in the community. 

stated he holds Governor KERNER in 

high esteem due to the Governor’s interest and partici- 
pation in local community matters such as the Glenview 
United Fund Drive. 

I added that he could not recall that 
Governor KERNER had any close friends in the immediate 
area, apparently drawing his associates from Chicago. 

He stated he is confident the Governor is loyal to the 
United States and it has been his firm belief that the 
Governor is a man of excellent moral character and 
reputation. 
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On August 13, 1964, | I 

North Shore Country Club, Glenview, Illinois, advised 
SA ROBERT F. PEVAHOUSE that he has known Go vernor 
KERNER personally for the past I KERNER 

has held a social membership at this club since 1956 
and a golf membership since 1957. He is presently a 
non resident member. He considers Governor KERNER to 
be an outstanding individual who presents an excellent 
appearance aid has the ability to make friends and carry 
on interesting conversations with everyone he meets. 

He is of excellent character and associates with people 
of good character. There would be no reason whatsoever 
to question his loyalty. The only possible detriment 
to Governor KERNER is a problem he understands he has 
with his wife’s drinking alcoholic beverages. He only 
met her upon one occasion at which time it was a public 
appearance and^§he was into xicate d. He would recommend 
Governor KERNER f^F~an^©i^xbiT of trust and confidence 
with the United States Government. 


SO - 
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On August 17, 1964, Mr. BENJAMIN ADAMOWSKI, 
attorney, 2524 South Blue Island Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 
former Republican State's Attorney, Cook County, Illinois, 
advised that he had known OTTO KERNER, Sr. since 1930 
and became acquainted with KEENER, Jr. when he was United 
States Attorney. Mr. ADAMOWSKI said he regards KERNER, Jr. 
as an unquestionably loyal American of excellent character, 
reputation, morals and associates. He stated that in his 
opinion Mr, KERNER has been a very good public servant as 
United States Attorney, Cook County Judge and Governor of ^ 

Illinois. He described KERNER as a very decent, honorable 
person of whom he knows nothing unfavorable. He said Mrs. KERNER 
was reportedly the childhood sweetheart of KERNER, and married . 
FLOYD KEN LAY, they were divorced and KERNER then married her 
about 30 years ago. He said he has heard rumor to the effect 
that Mrs. KERNER drinks to excess, but that he has seen her 
on at least a dozen social occasions and observed her to be 
entirely ladylike at all times. 

Mr. ADAMOWSKI said he highly recommends Governer 
KERNER for any position for which he may be considered. 
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On August 13, 1964, Circuit Court Judge PHILIP V,\ 
YAGER. Lake Count v Court House , Waukegan, Illinois, advised 
Sj Ls follows: 


He first met Governor KEENER when both wore stu- 
dents at Northwestern University Law School in the early 
1930 ’s. He believes that Governor KERNER, a member of the 
same fraternity and social group, graduated in 1933 whereas 
he graduated in 1934. He next was in contact with Governor 
KERNER when ho, Judge YAGER, v/as employed in the Department 
of Justice, Washington, D.C. , from 1946 to 1953. In 1943 
he had been placed in charge of veterans housing frauds 
throughout all of the United States and met Governor KERNER 
on three or four occasions in this connection since Governor 
KERNER v/as then United States Attorney for the Northern Dis- 
trict of Illinois. Governor KERNER had sorae ideas involving 
failure to place transfer stamps on deeds in connection with 
these frauds and there v/ere a series of conferences as to 
v/hat could be done. 

Judge YAGER returned to Lake County in 1953 and 
had little contact with Governor KERNER until the latter ran 
for Governor at which time he helped the local organization 
of Citizens for KERNER. He has seen him many times socially 
since then and has always had the highest regard for the 
Governor's integrity and honesty. He has no particular infor- 
mation concerning the financial status of Governor KERNER 
but understands the resources of the Governor and his wife 
are more than sufficient for their wants. 

Governor KERNER appointed him to the bench to fill 
the position vacated by the now Federal District Judge BERNARD 
C. DECKER, Northern District of Illinois. He had not personally 
sought this position from the Governor and, of course, v/as 
highly gratified when it v/as offered to him. 

In keeping with the Governor's nature, there were no 
strings attached. He v/ould recommend him for any position of 
trust and responsibility without reservation. 

Judge YAGER stated that there is one matter that 
probably should be discussed. He has heard stories over the 
years that Mrs. KERNER drinks to excess. He personally has 
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never witnessed her intoxicated but believes that the Governor 
controls her beautifully when or if she is in such a condition. 
This is the Governor’s cross to bear. However, the women that 
know her love her and think she is wonderful. 


a p 


i ar.A 


i 




D 


uuzzie 


,v/ho is 
advised 


SA I1C ouEEN as follows: 


wa: 


He first met Governor KERNER in 1937 when he, 


involving some [ 


in connection with litigation 



Jin Lake County. 


it»esed 


him as an extremely alert, 
thereafter, he, Governor KER NER and Mrs- 
America together by chance. [_ 


KEENER impro£ 

highly ethical young lawyer. Shortly 

KERNER went to South 
I had passed away 
and he had booked passage to South America via a ship from New 
York. He found the KERNERs aboard taking the same tour. He 
spent a month with them. They were constantly together. At 
this time he was impressed with the constantly gentlemanly 
behavior of Governor KERNER as well as his even temper, good 
judgment, and complete integrity. The litigation continued 
for a year and the case was taken to the Supreme Court . During 
the course of the litigation, there was increased contact 
with the now Governor. 


In 1938 


and Hr. and Ilrs. KERNER traveled to • 
the Hawaiian Islands together by design. They took a cottage* 
there and lived together for several weeks. He was again 
impressed by the gentlemanly behavior, calm judgment and integrity 
of the Governor. He said these are the things that you get to 
appreciate when you are thrown closely into association with a 
person. 

From then on they were in social contact until 
Governor KERNER entered the military service during World War 
II where he had an enviable record but since then there has 
been less contact because of KERNER ’ s political and office 
r espons ibi 1 i t ies . 
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Jhas been a lifelong Republican, but when 


Governor KER NER ran for the position he spoke for him out of 
conviction. I I said that the people had always wanted 
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people of integrity in high office regardless of Party and 
here was a situation where a man of integrity, ability, and 
judgment was available. He, therefore, spoke for him and 
strongly approves him for any position of trust and responsi- 
bility. 


h'ith regard to Ilrs. KEENER, he has heard time and 
time again over the years that she drinks to excess. He 
believes that he knows her better than most; knows her as 
a social drinker only, and has observed no difference in her 
conduct from 1938 up to the last six months. 

She is a fine person and he has never, in all his 
experience, had the feeling she was intoxicated. She sometimes 
gives that appearance without having had a drink. He believes 
this is because she is hard of hearing. She tries to read lips 
and respond and when she misinterprets she may give the wrong 
response leading to the suggestion that she is intoxicated. 
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On /.uc'ust 17, 1 : 


>*| 


i; Tv? records MA Circuit Court os? Co/: Ooi.y_.ty rr td located the 
record of divo'cc PocTtot ^uul?. •* '3SC74 v, hicli reflects <ju 
” r y 1C, 1030, a bill for divorce, *rc filed by -f 


rfci** 


c. defendant -jlupp u. xpjljmVI, 

t V y vore married ? f r*y SC, 1030, at Covinjto:;., 


o. _y. 

C . * , t i C 


Indian.' . 


ilC. 


that V/flY ALYO'd , nee tvo and *>, •e half, is tlio only child 
as a result of this unio> . The bill reflects the charge of 
entromt and repeated cruelty in that tho defendant struct: and 
abused her causing {p'oat pain and, anyui; ’ 


•ji. 


Cm June 3, 1033, the defendant filed d enial of 
charges and a decree for divorce v?as entered Juno 14, 103 
and the marriage was dissolved, alimony and support were 
waived, and she received custody of the ninor child. 


- 35 - 


b6 

b7C 


L 



CG 1 61-917 

l mdy; 


Newspaper Articles 


The following information was obtained by M SA 

_ |on August 13, 1964, at'^tho Chicago Tribune Newspaper 

Library for the dates indicated:* “* 

On July 2, 1937, an article reflects the announce- 
ment of the wedding of Hiss ROSE LILLIAN ICERNER to PHILLIP F. 
ICKE. 

On September 6, 1961, an article reflects that 
Governor KEENER will leave Springfield tomorrow to attend 
the funeral of a sister, Mrs. PHILLIP ICKE, 45, who died 
yesterday in Ouray, Colorado. She is the former ROSE KEENER. 
She leaves her husband, an attorney, a son PHILLIP, a student 
at University of Colorado, her mother, Mrs. OTTO ICERNER, SR., 
and a sister, Mrs. EDWIN CARTER of River Forest, Illinois. 

On January 23, 1939, an article reflects that Judge 
and Mrs. OTTO KERNER of River Forest, Illinois, announce the 
engagement of their daughter, MAY ROBERTA, to NORMAN BAILEY 
LEWIS, JR. , of River Forest. 

On June 9, 1937, an article reflects that Judge 
EDMUND IC. JARECICI yesterday signed a decree permitting 
Attorney OTTO ICERNER, JR. , son of the Illinois Attorney 
General, and his wife Mrs. HELENA CERMAIC ICERNER, to adopt 
her daughter, MARY ALYCE ICENLAY, 6^ years old. Attorney 
FLOYD M. KENLAY, Mrs. ICERNER* s former husband, agreed to the 
adoption. 


On September 16, 1947, an article reflects that 
the marriage last June 27 of Miss MARY /ALYCE ICERNER, 17, 
adopted daughter of United States Attorney OTTO KERNER, JR. , 
219 E. Lake Shore Drive to ANDERS J. CHRISTENSEN, 19, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. CLARENCE CHRISTENSEN of Milwaukee, was 
announced yesterday. The former Miss KERNER is Mrs. KERNER* s 
daughter by a former marriage. She is the granddaughter of 
the late Mayor ANTON J. CERMAK. 

On September 11, 1953, an article reflects that 
OTTO ICERNER, JR. , United States Attorney, and his wife HELENA 
adopted two of their grandchildren yesterday in County Court. 
The children, ANDERS CHRISTENSEN, 5, and HELENA CHRISTENSEN, 
3, are the children of the ICERNERs’ adopted daughter, Mrs. 
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MARY CHRISTENSEN, 22, who was killed in an automobile acci- 
dent July 13 near Milwaukee. Mrs. CHRISTENSEN was divorced 
from her husband ANDERS CHRISTENSEN, 25, a Milwaukee furrier. 
CHRISTENSEN consented to the adoption. The court order pro- 
vided that the children’s names be changed to KERNER. 

On December 6, 1954, an article captioned, "Kerner 
Retires from Guard to Become Judge” reflects that Brigadier 
General OTTO KERNER, JR., commander of the 33rd Division - / 

Artillery of the Illinois National Guard has retired with the [/ 
rank of Major General, it was learned yesterday ... .He will be 
inducted this morning as the newly elected County Judge. State 
law prohibits a commissioned officer from holding public office. 

It also prevented KERNER, as a judge, from transferring to the 
Army reserve. 

KERNER, 46, joined the guard as a Private in the 
Black Horse Troop in Ap ril. 1933 . He transferred to the 
artillery in 1936 and became an officer in 1937. He went 
on active duty with the division in 1941. During World War 
II he saw combat with the 9th Division in Africa and Sicily 
and with other units in the Pacific, reaching the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. In 1946, after returning to private 
life, he rejoined the reorganized guard as a Colonel. 

On October 29, 1954, an article captioned, "Mannion 
Raps Kerner as Lax on Vote Frauds," reflects that Y/ILLIAM J. 
MANNION, Republican candidate for County Judge, said last night 
that his Democratic opponent OTTO KERNER had one chance to clean 
up election frauds and doesn’t deserve another. 

"When he was TRUMAN’S inactive district attorney he 
never interfered, although election day scandals were obvious 
violations of the federal law," MANNION said. "That’s why the 
Democratic big shots slated him for county judge; in charge of the 
election machinery." 
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On October 8, 1960, an article captioned "U.S. to Probe 
Charge KERNER Swayed Jury” reflects that the United States 
Attorney’s Office opened an investigation yesterday of charges 
that OTTO KERNER, Democratic nominee for governor, sought to 
convince a federal grand jury investigating hoodlums that there 
is no crime syndicate. 

ROBERT TIEKEN, the chief federal prosecutor here, said 
his staff will examine the records of the grand jury which sat 
13 months beginning in 1947 and eventually voted an indictment 
against TONY ACCARDO, then crime syndicate chief. 

HELEN DORMITZER, a member of that jury, told an audience 
of supporters of Governor STRATTON that KERNER, as United States 
Attorney, had lectured the grand jury "that there is no such thing 
as organized or syndicated crime." She also charged that the 
jury was kept in session for 13 months, until after the 1948 
Presidential and state election, so that prison records of four top 
crime syndicate hoodlums could be kefjt out of the hands of a 
congressional subcommittee probing the parole of the hoodlums. 

Tribune, November 3, 1960 

"STRATTON Rips Foe in Chicago Vote Stealing" 

Governor STRATTON closed his downs tate campaign for 
re-election today by branding his Democratic opponent as a 
political "yes man" who was head of Cook County’s election 
machinery when the worst vote stealing in Chicago history 
took place. 


STRATTON also said that OTTO KERNER, the Democratic 
nominee, when U. S. Attorney for Northern Illinois, had 
reported to the TRUMAN administration that "he could not find 
crime or corruption in Chicago." 
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On October 16, 1959, an article captioned "Upset Judge 
KERNER in Vote Fraud Case” reflects that the Illinois Appellate 
Court Thursday reversed conviction of five 1st ward election 
judges charged with vote fraud in a special election in 1957. 

The court ruled that Judge OTTO KERNER of Cook County Court was 
in error for failing to disqualify himself as judge after he had 
expressed an opinion showing he was prejudiced in the case, which 
resulted in contempt of court convictions of GEORGE SCOTT, WILLIE 
V/HEAT, and Mrs. NORMA JOHNSON, Democratic election judges and 
Mrs. MARY EVANS and Mrs. WILLIE LEE WINTERS, Republican judges. 

The opinion cited a remark made by KERNER January IS, 
1958, saying, "You cause criticism of our ability to run an honest 
election. You make me bow my head in shame.... I have to depend on 
persons like you and you let me down.” 

On November 10, 1961, an article reflects that Governor 
and Mrs. OTTO KERNER failed to pay personal property taxes on 
their summer home near Antioch in 1956, 1957 and 1958, State’s 
Attorney BRUNO W. STANCZAK of Lake County disclosed yesterday. 

The home was left to Mrs. KERNER by her father. Governor KERNER 
said a protest had been filed because the personal property levy 
on the home’s furnishing^ was unreasonably high. 


Oji August 17, 1964, Assistant States Attorney 
RAFFERTY, III, Lake County, Waukegan, Illinois, adviced 
as follows: 


ALEX • 

SA **C OUEEII 


States Attorney BRUNO STANCZAK is away and he does not 
know the details concerning the press release of November, 1961, 
with regard to failure to pay personal property tax on the part 
of Governor KERNER; however, that was the period in which there 
was a drive by that office to collect personal property tax from 
everyone . 


nr . RAFFERTY said that he is the Assistant States 
Attorney assigned to personal property tax matters and a 
thorough review of their records reflects that Governor and 
Mrs. KERNER have paid, and do not owe any personal property tax 
in Lake County. No details were available as to the question 
of whether or* not Governor KERNER had protested their assessment 
for 1956, 1957 and 1958. 
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Credit and Arrest 

On August 13, 1964, 

Chicago C redit Bureau, Incorpor ated. Chicago, Illinois, 
advised i d I that she has the 

following information in the credit bureau records 
regarding OTTO and HELENA KERNER: 

A report dated April 13, 1935, ref lects that 
OTTO KERNER, Jr. is married and resides with his wife, 

HELENA, at 2348 South Millard Avenue, renting an apartment 
at this address since about 1934. 

The records indicate that KERNER was married to 
Mrs. HELENA KENLAY, daughter of the late Mayor ANTON J. 

CERMAK, in October, 1934. 

The report reflects that he is employed as an 
attorney and has been practicing his profession for the 
past one and one-half to two years, and deriving a 
comfortable income from this source. 

KERNER ’s father, OTTO KERNER, Sr., has been an 
attorney in Chicago since 1905, and was a former ^udge 
of the Appellate Court for a number of years and Attorney 
General of Illinois. The report reflects that OTTO KERNER, Jr. 
has taken over a considerable portion of his father’s former 
business practice. 

A newspaper clipping in the file, not identifiable, 
captioned ’’Mrs. Helena Kenlay Becomes Bride of Otto Kemer’s 
Son,” reflects that "Mrs. HELENA KENLAY, youngest daughter 
of the late Mayor ANTON J. CERMAK, was married at 11 A.M. 
today to OTTO KERNER, Jr., son of the attorney general. 

The marriage took place in the summer home of Mrs. KENLAY ’s 
brother-in-law. Senator R. V. GRAHAM, at Antioch, Illinois. 
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"The bridegroom is 26 years old and a practicing 
attorney. Mrs. KENLAY, who is 28 years old, was divorced 
from FLOYD KENLAY, then an assistant attorney general, 
last June. The couple had been separated for several 
months . 


The bride’s first marriage was the result of a 
campus romance at the University of Illinois, where she 
and her first husband were students. They are the parents 
of a three-year-old daughter. " 

A report dated February 10, 1937, reflects that 
KERNER is identified with the firm of Kerner, Jaros, and 
Tittle, and continues to reside at 2348 South Millard 
Avenue. Investigation reflects locally they are highly 
regarded as to character and habits. 

A report dated March 28, 1938, reflects that 
OTTO KERNER, Jr. has a substantial volume of business and 
good connections politically and socially. Mrs. KERNER 
also has considerable means of her own, and it was 
rumored that the late Mayor CERMAK left each of his 
children an estate of $1,000,000.00. 

A report dated October 12, 1943, reflects 
that the KERNERs reside at 219 Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, 
Illinois, and that he at that time was reported to be a 
major in the United States Army, having been in service 
for the past one and one-half years or more. 

A report dated June 23, 1954, reflects that the 
KERNERs reside at 1335 Astor Street, Chicago, and that 
from July 8, 1947 until his resignation in February, 1954, 
Mr. KERNER was reported to be engaged as United States 
District Attorney at Chicago, and that during the coming 
fall, 1954, MT» KERNER expects to receive an appointment 
as county judge. 


41 


3. 


CG 161-917 
EJN-.HJD 


b6 

| stated that all the reports regarding b7( 

the OTTO KERNER family reflect nothing of an adverse 
nature concerning his credit and payment practices. 

On August 13, 1964, personnel of the Chicago 
Police Department, Bureau of Records an d Communications, 

Chicago, Illinois, advised IC I I that they have no 

arrest records available identifiable with OTTO KERNER or 
HELENA CERMAK, also known as Mrs. OTTO KERNER. 
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On August 17, 1964, IC| checked 

the records of Circuit Court of Cook County and located the 
record of divorce Docket Number B26874 which reflects on 
May 16, 1933, a bill for divorce was filed by plaintiff 
HELENA C. KENLAY, defendant FLOYD M. KENLAY, noting that 
they were married May 28, 1926, at Covington, Indiana, and 
that MARY ALYCE, age two and one half, is the only child 
as a result of this union. The bill reflects the charge of 
extreme and repeated gruelty in that the defendant struck and 
abused her causing great pain and anguish. 

On June 2, 1933, the defendant filed denial of 
charges and a decree for divorce was entered June 14, 1933, 
Eftd the marriage was dissolved, alimony and support were 
waived, and she received custody of the minor child. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: SA JOHN H. MILLER Office: TAMPA 

Dote: 8/17/64 

Field Office File No.: TP 161—157 Bureau File No.: 

Title: OTTO KERNER 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: EDWARD V. HANRAHAN, United States Attorney, Chicago, 

111., interviewed St. Petersburg, Florida, 8/14/64. 
Has known Governor KERNER five years as Cook County, 
Illinois, County Judge and as Governor of Illinois. 
Recommended highly for any position of trust and 
confidence . 


- RUC - ' » ... ,, 

,< , '/ M ! 

DETAILS: V V/ ’ 

| 

On August 14, 1964, Mr. EDWARD V. HANRAHAN, United 
States Attorney, Chicago, Illinois, was interviewed at 5061 
48th Avenue - Terrace North, St. Petersburg, Florida. 

Mr. HANRAHAN said that he has known Governor KERNER 
for five years as County Judge, Cook County, Illinois, and 
as Governor of the State of Illinois. Until March, 1964, 

Mr. HANRAHAN was First Assistant Attorney General for the 
State of Illinois under the administration of Governor KERNER. 
His professional and social contacts with the Governor were 
limited but he knows KERNER to have an excellent reputation 
as a prosecutor, judge and governor. He has demonstrated 
extraordinary legal and administrative abilities and is known 
to Mr. HANRAHAN to be an entirely loyal American of excellent 
character and associates. 

Mr. HANRAHAN recommended Governor KERNER highly 
for any position of trust and confidence. 


- 1 * - 
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OTTO-KERNER 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
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REFERENCES: Bureau teletype dated 8/10/64; St. Louis airtels 
dated 8/11/64 and 8/13/64; Bureau airtel dated 
8/12/64; Chicago teletype dated 8/12/64; 

Chicago teletype dated 8/17/64. 
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WASHINGTON FIELD 
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Army Service Record check and CSC, CIA, Secret Service/ and 
IRS checks when received. A 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 



Field Office File No.: 77—19735 Bureau File No.: 


Title: OTTO KERNER 


Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis: 

Justice Department employment 1947 to 1954 verified by 
service record card. Personnel, White House Office, advised 
KERNER appointed to National Civil Defense Advisory Council 
on 8/6/64. Former associate, | I recommends; b6 

mentioned appointee’s wife an alcoholic. u.S. Senators hie 

from Illinois recommend. Passport issued in 1963. Federal 
Bar Association Membership and admittance to practice 
before U.S. Supreme Court verified. No record HCUA. 

- P - 

DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C . 

EMPLOYMENTS 
Department of Justice 

On August 12, 1964, SA reviewed 

the service record card regarding OTTO KERNER at the 
Personnel Office, Administrative Division, Department of 
Justice, which listed his birth as August 15, 1908, place 
not shown, and verified the following employment: 

7/8/47 Entered on duty as United States Attorney, 
Northern District of Illinois, Chicago, 

Illinois 

1/15/54 Resigned 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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No additional pertinent information was contained 
on the card. 


The White House 



On August 12, 1964, 


HINDERS 


The White House Office, advised SA GEORGE E. Si 


that the files of her office contained no record^ regarding 
the appointee. " " 


Hn Anm ast 12, 1964, | | 

| The White House Office, advised SA 

SAUNDERS that KEENER on August 6, 1964, was appointed a 
member of the National Civil Defense Advisory Council 
(NCDAC) and his term was to expire on January 12, 1967, 

He added that the NCDAC is adminfsWred^py^the- Of f ice _ of 
Emergency Planning and his records contained no additional 
pertinent~~ihformation concerning KERNER. 
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National Civil Defense Advisory Council 


On Aug ust 14, 1964, | | 

, Personnel Branch, Office or emergency 
■piSHHTng - COEPJ7 Executive Office of the President, advised 
SA JOSEPH W, SPEICHER that no personnel file had yet been 
set up for the appointee. She made available a copy of a 
letter to the appointee from the Director, OEP, dated 
August_7_,_JL964 , informing Governor KERNER that the Com- 
mission signed by the President appointing him to the 
NCDAC for a three-year ter m was being fo rwarded the same 
day under separate cover, f I advised that her 

office had no further information concerning KERNER. 


On August 14. 19<j 

?4, 


IT J — ST 

Oj 

iTtni 

ep, Executive ufticeoi me 

L. **..1 J 1 


record for the appointee in her office. She mdHtrfOHied^ 
that appointments to the NCDAC were handled by The White 
House . 


b6 
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ASSOCIATE 


On August 13, 1964, | | 

i 1 Public Housing Administration, 

adv ised he first met the appointee in April, 1958, when 
*' he?. I I to the County Clerk, 

I I cools county, Illinois. He said at 

that time the appointee was a County Judge in Cook County, 
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Illinois; and he v/as closely assogj J^Mk/ith hjj^xmtil he 
\?as elected Governor of Illinois in He' mentioned 

that he had been active in politics irT Illinois for a 
number of years and continued to be acquainted with 


Governor KERNER until he cai 
August, 1964. According to 
father v/as a distinguished 



gton, D. C. , in 
the appointee’s 
inois and the 


uage in 11 J 

family enjoyed a favorable reputation to his lcnov/ledge. 

He remarked that the appointee has been a good governor 
and has done a good job but has had a poor public relations 
setup and he lacks color. 


He advised that there is no question in his mind 
concerning the appointee’s character, loyalty, associates, 
or integrity and that everyone has a very high opinion of 
him. He mentioned that the appointee’s v/ife, HELEN KERNER, 
was the daughter of former Mayor CERMAK of Chicago, Illinois, 
who v/as killed during an assassination attempt on FRANKLIN 
D. ROOSEVELT. He said the appointee has no children of 
his own but had adopted two or three children v/ho are his 
wife’s grandchildren by a child from her first marriage. 

j | stated that it is known to the appointee’ 

associates that his wife is an alcoholic, and he added that 
the appointee does not appear with her in public. He 
stated that Mrs. KERNER is not in an institution but 
resides with the Governor. In conclusion, he highly recom- 
mended the appointee for a position of trust and confidence. 
He could furnish no further information concerning the 
appointee’s relatives. 

UNITED STATES SENATORS FROM ILLINOIS 


On August 12, 1964, United States Senator PAUL 
H. DOUGLAS advised SA SAUNDERS that he has knov/n the ap- 
pointee in political circles and as a personal friend for 
many years. He remarked that Governor KERNER is highly 
regarded in the State of Illinois and is an outstanding 
man in all respects. He said the appointee’s character, 
reputation, and associates are excellent and he is certain 
there is no question concerning his loyalty to the United 
States. He recommended the appointee for a position of 
trust and confidence. 


On August 14, 1964, United States Senator EVERETT 
MC KINLEY DIRKSEN advised SA SAUNDERS that he has knov/n 
the appointee personally and politically for many years. 



Y/FO 77-19735 

He stated that he and KERNER have been on "opposite sides 
of the fence" politically, but this was no reflection on 
him as a person. He related that KEENER is a person of 
the highest character and enjoys an excellent personal and 
professional reputation. He said that he has no reason 
whatever to question his loyalty or associates and he 
recommended him for appointment to a position of trust. 

MISCELLANEOUS 


)) n'' 


On August 17, 1964, iq | reviewed 

the file regarding the appointee at the Passport Office, 
Department of State, which revealed he was born on August 15, 
1908, at Chicago, Illinois. 

He was issued passport number D739138 on 
September 26, 1963, at Chicago, Illinois, for three weeks' 
travel, by organized tour, to Germany, France, and England 
for the purpose of "Export Trade. " He listed his mailing 
address as 5th and Jackson Streets, Springfield, Illinois, 
and his permanent residence as 750 Glendale Drive, Glenview, 
Illinois. 

His parents were listed as OTTO KERNER, who was 
born in 1884 at Chicago, Illinois, and ROSE KEENER, nee 
CHMELIK, who was born in 1886 in Austria-Hungary. He 
indicated he was married on October 22, 1934, to HELENA 
CERMAK (divorced), who was born on May 22, 1907, at Chicago, 
Illinois. He requested that his mother, Mrs. OTTO KERNER, 
SR., 7210 Oak, River Forest, Illinois, be notified in the 
event of death or accident. No additional pertinent infor- 
mation was contained in the file. 

On August 13, 1964, | ~ | 

Federal Bar Association, advised 1C I [mat 

the appointee has been a^ember^f—the^eder-alJar-J^^oia— 
tion since 1950, exact date not indicated, and is presently 
in good standing. 

On August 13, 1964, 

Bar Admissions, United States Supreme Court, advised 10 
that KERNER was admitted to practice before the 
-conrr on March 30, 1936, and is presently in good standing. 

On August 13, 1964, IC caused a search to 

be made of the files of the Distrxcto^C^lHmbi,a.,Bar. Asso- x - 
ciation and the Lawyers Register andTthe Committee on 
Admissions and Grievances at the United States District 
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Court for the District of Columbia and no record regarding 
the appointee vas disclosed. * 

On August 12, 1964, 1C deter- 

mined that the files of the House uor.nxttce on Un-American 
Activities contained no record regarding the appointee. 





Date: 8/20/64 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code ) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing ) 




TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM^ SAC, UFO (77-19735) (P) 

OTTCTKERNER 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


1 ReButel 8/10/64 and report of SA 

dated 8/18/64 at Washington, D. C. I 

I On 8/19/64 i d [ reviewed the Army 

service record of OTTO KERNER which revealed he was born on 
8/15/08 at Chicago, Illinois. 

The record revealed he was a member of the Illinois 
National Guard in an enlisted status from 4/2/34 until 
5/16/37. On 5/17/37 he was appointed a 2nd Lieutenant, 
National Guard of Illinois, ASN-0358530. Federal recognition 
was extended to him on 6/25/37 to extend from 6/1/37 . 


He entered on active duty as a Captain on 3/5/41 
and was released from active duty as a Lieutenant Colonel 
on 3/16/46. 

fj 

On 12/4/54 his status as a Brigadier General, 
National Guard of Illinois, was terminated by reason of 
transfer to the State Retired List. As of 12/4/54 he was 
a Brigadier General, Army Ready Reserve, and assigned to 
the U. S. Amy Reserve Control Group (Reinforced), Illinois. 
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Approved: 



Special 





in Charge 


Sent 
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His efficiency ratings were favorable. No 
additional pertinent information was contained in the record. 


IC 


caused a search to be made 


of the files of the Bureau of Personnel Investigations, 
Civil Service Commission, and was advised on August 19, 
1964, that no record was found concerning KERNER. 


U. S. 


On 8/20/64 

Secret Service, U. S. Treasury Department, advised 
SA MAURICE F. DONEGAN, Jr., that the only record of KERNER 
in the files of h6r office was miscellaneous correspondence 
between KERNER and the Secret Service regarding the prosecu- 
tion of Secret Service cases when he served as United 
States Attorney at Chicago, Illinois. She said her files 
contained no additional pertinent information. 

*jJU 

CIA 6 . and IRS checks still outstanding. 

A 
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8/21/64 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

8/21/64 

TITLE OF CASE 

REPORT MADE BY 
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i^ERNE 


OTTOnfflRNER 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
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REFERENCES; Report of SA EDWARD J. NEHLS dated 8/17/64. 

Bureau teletype to Chicago dated 8/21/64. 

- RUC - 




- A* - 

COVER PAGE 



U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 10 ~ 76324~1 


FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 


# H 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: SA EDWARD J. KEHLS Office: Chicago 

Date: 8/21/64 

Field Office File No.: CG 161—917 Bureau File No.: 


Title: 

OTTO KEENER 


Character: 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Synopsis: 

OTTO KEENER is member in good standing of Bohemian 
Lav/yers Association, West Suburban Bar Association, 
and Seventh Circuit Bar Association. 

- RUC - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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CG 161-917 


DETAILS : 

Affiliation 


Bohemian Lawyers Association 

6000 West Cermak 

Cicero, Illinois 


On August 21, 1964, 
advised he has known Governor 
fox[ 
per 


Wife 
OTTO KERNER as a 


He said he regards 

son or ouTS'tanufng ability and unquestioned integrity. 

He said he knows nothing of an adverse nature concerning 
KERNER and re commends hi m for any position of trust without 
reservation. I I explained that the Bohemian Lawyers 

Association is a bar group only and has no formal meetings. 
He said it is a social group and does not have any form of 
a grievance committee. 


On August 21 , 1964 J I , 

I, said OTTO KERNER was initiated into the Bohemian 
Lawyers Association in September, 1934 and continues to be 
a member in good standing. 


Seventh Circuit Bar Association 

1212 Lake Shore Drive 

Chicago , Illinois 


On August 21, 1964 ^ 

advised that that Association was rormea aoouie xo years 
ago and that Governor OTTO KERNER was a charter member of 
the association. He said KERNER continues to be a member 
in good standing of the approximately 1,000 member body. 

He said KERNER has never held an office in the Association 
due to his public office time consuming duties. 


| said he has knctm KERNER for many 
years and considers him an able administrator, excellent 
lawyer and outstanding citizen. 
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m. 


2 




CG 161-917 


West Suburban Bar Association 

11 West Madison Street 

Oak Park, Illinois 

On August 21 , 1964 ,1 „ 

| advised that OTTO KEENER, JR., has 
ocen a laemner ox mat association since December, 1954 
and has been on the Board of Governors since 1955. He 
said he has personally been acquainted with KEENER for 
many years and considers him an honest forthright citizen 
of excellent character and reputation. Ho said he knows 
nothing of an adverse nature concerning KE ENER and hig hly 

recommends him for any position of trust. | 

said the West Suburban Bar Association is a group of 
attorneys residing in the western suburbs of Chicago who 
meet professionally and socially. There is no grievance 
committee . 
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FBI CHICAGO 

2 0s PM CDST URGENT 8/21/64 JRA 
T-cfDlRECTOR AND SPRINGFIELD C 161-200) 
FROM CHICAGO (161-917) IP 
OTTO KEENER, SPI 


REBUTEL EIGHT TWENTY ONE, LAST. 

OTTO KERNES MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING OF BOHEMIAN LAWYERS 

ASSOCIATION, WEST SUBURBAN BAR ASSOCIATION, AND SEVENTH 
CIRCUIT BAR ASSOCIATION, IN CHICAGO. REPORT FOLLOWS. 
SPRINGFIELD DISCONTINUE. 



END 
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idAIRGRAM □ CABLEGRAM XXX] RADIO 


URGENT 8-21-61]. 

T/ DIRECTOR 

FROM SPRINGFIELD 211 91 5 


O 

OTTOkERNER. 


SPECIAL INQUIRY. 


□ TELETYPE 


Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 
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REBUTEL THIS DATE. 

ALL ASSOCIATIONS MENTIONED RE TEL IN CHICAGO. 

CHICAGO HAS BEEN ADVISED. NO REPORT BEING SUBMITTED. 


RECEIVED: 3:58 PM RTS 



If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau , it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems . 
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Date: 8/25/64 


(Type in plain text or code) 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, WO (77-19735) 

oxW-Lkkh 


ReButel dated 8/10/64. 

SA l I caused a recheck of the files 

of the Passport Office, Department of State, which disclosed 
on 8/24/64 that OTTO KERNER, Jr., v/as issued passport 
number 302278 on 8/5/30 for proposed travel to England to 
attend college, name of college not indicated. The files 
contained no additional pertinent information. 

3/- Bureau 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNS 


\ 


Casopr 

Ccdiqh 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 



Mr. Evans 


W. V. Clevelanjjp? 

O 

OTTO KERNER 

SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 



date: 8/26/64 

Belmont 
DeLoach 
Evans 
Cleveland 

] 





BACKGROUND 

l ^ **>' vr _ 

Request received 8/7/64 from Y/hite House for investigation of 
captioned individual. Governor of Illinois, Democrat, position 
involved not indicated. Governor Kerner announced to the press 
position is membership in Office of Emergency Planning. Governor 
Kerner is former U.S. Attorney, Chicago, Illinois, and Judge in 
Illinois. Since January, 1961, he has been Governor of Illinois. 

He is on Special Correspondents’ List. 

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATIONS 

Y/e conducted Departmental Applicant investigation -of Ji'im in 
1947 which was favorable. Current investigation now complete except 
for 3 agency checks. Persons of both major political parties, hold him 
in high regard, personally and politically. Y/ife reportedly ^pn occasions 
drinks alcoholic beverages to excess. Some say she is^social drinker 
and others state her drinking is a result of an ear ailment. She 
generally does not appear with Governor Kerner in public.'.. They feel she 
is not a detriment to him. 

INFORMATION IN TRANSMITTAL LETTER ONLY 



Several individuals while not questioning moral character Y>f 
Governor or Mrs. Kerner noted that I 


1 has been active 


tn*>6 

b7C 

politically in Governor Kerner’ s behalf and has been seen in the company 
of Governor and Mrs. Kerner. 

INFORMATION NOT BEING DISSEMINATED 

In connection with hoodlum activities in Chicago, an informant 
(CG 6343-C*) has furnished information indicating Governor Kerner might / 
accept a bribe from the criminal element. No information along that 
line developed during the investigation and in vi ew of delicacy of source 
and improbability ,of resolving the above, information not being included 
in either the summary memorandum or the transmittal letter. 


ACTION : 

The enclosed summary memorandum should 
Honorable Walter Y 1 , Jenkins at the Y/hite Hous 


V/HB : s 
Enc. 



( 6 ) 




£>*> 


Kerr RECORDED 

ransmitted to the 
8 OCT 6 1364 


V 





if 


id 





1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 t Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Evans 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 

1 - I 

August 26* 1964 
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BY COURIER SERVICE 




v 


i/ 


Tolson . 




Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Casper 

Callahan . 
Conrad 


Honorable Valter V. Jenkins 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Bear Hr* Je nkins t 


5? 

m 

o 





In utcwdasM with the request of the Honorable 
Ralph A. Bungan on August 7, 1064,ian investigation has been ~n i 
conducted regarding Governor OfctoHwraer of Illinois* ^ 2 

An applicant-type investigation was conducted regard^ 
Governor Kerner in 1947. Transmitted herewith is a summary 
memorandum containing the results of that investigation as 

well as the results of current inquiries concerning him. 

* 

Three governmental agencies have advised that checks 
of their files concerning Governor Kferner have not been 
completed. When those checks have been completed, you will 
be advised. 


Xr 

O 

O 


r>3 

O 

m 

■** 

am 



During the current Inquiries, several individuals 
advised that while they have a© question regarding the moral 
jsha 3 £M£M ®2 at either Governor or Mrs. Berner they have note d that 

when theyb6 


consider! I, Has oeen active poiixucaxxy in 

Governor Kernels Behalf and has been seen in the company of 
Governor and Hrs. Kerner. Representatives of the Waukegan Police 


b7C 


n a nartHi fl n^ , Waukega n, Illinois, have advised that 

has never been arrested by that police ' uepaAuuom, w 


a morale charge* Whey stated, however, be reportedly has a 
reputa tion along these lines and he is qu ick to defend in court ^ ^ 

**yo*®\ ~ ■ . ’ 

oT=XI 


Be r / & /- 6 

aranREerner covered inquiries 


The investigations of Gove" 
in the continental Waited States as to his character, 
general standing and ability, but no inquiries were^ 
the sources of bis income 


loyalty, 


♦CIA, IRS, Pal 

^ENCLOSURES 


Rosen 




ort 


ae. / 

/ 



Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy . 


Encl< 

MAIL ROOM 


Sincerely yours, 

0. 

memo Cleveland to Evans, 8/29/64, re "Otto Kerner, 

Room... 1254 * 


Special 


White House,” WHB:sab. 


TELETYPE UNIT EZH RetUm tO. 


m 
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1964 



An applicant-type investigation was conducted regarding 
Governor Earner in 1047* This sunnary menorandun contains 
the results of that investigation as well as the results of 
current inquiries concerning his* 

X. BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 
Birth 


Governor Berner was born on August 15, 1908, in 
Chicago, Illinois. ' 


Education 

Be attended Brown University, Providence, 

Rhode Sslani Lr-JCron September , 1928, to dune, 1930, receiving 
ATB7A. degree. 

Governor Burner attended the Trinity College of 
Cambridge University ( England) fro m 1930 to 1931. 

Be attended Northwestern University Law School, 

Chicago, Illinois, from September, 1931, to dune, 1934, 
receiving a J.D, degree. 

Governor Berner has been the recipient of several 
honorary degrees from colleges and universities in the United States 

Emp loyment 


Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr v ,... 

Casper 1 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 


From Hay, 1934, to December, 1934, Governor Berner 
was employed by the law firm of Cooke , Sullivan and Ricks, 
Chicago, Illinois, initially as a law clerk and later as an 
attorney. 


* 77-33930 
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enclosure 

***' I \ 1254 ' 


MAIL ROOM □ TELETYPE UNIT CH Retum tO. . 
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Otto Berner 


He must affiliated with the lew firm of Berner, 

J&ros suuS Tittle, Chicago, Illinois, from December, 1934, 
to July, 1947, He was initially employed as an associate 
attorney end later as a partner in the firs. 

From July, 1947, to January, 1954, Governor Berner 
was the United States Attorney for the northern District of 
Illinois, Chicago, Illinois. 

He was elected a judge of the Cook County Court, 
Chicago, Illinois, in December , 1954, and he served in that 
position until March 1, 1990, when he resigned in order to 
campaign for the position of Governor of the State of Illinois, 

In November, 1990, he was elected Governor of the 
State of Illinois. He took the oath of office on January 9, 

1981, and he has served in this capacity since that date. 

On August 7, 1984, Governor Berner was appointed a 
member of the national Civil Defense Advisory Council (NCDAC) . 

His membership will expire in January, 1997. The NCDAC is 
administered by the Office of Emergency Planning, Executive 
Office of the President, The White House, Washington, D. C. 

Governor Earner is now or has boon a number of various 
social, civic, educational and religious organisations. He is 
new or has been a member of the governing boards of mm of these 
organisations. 

Military Service 

Governor Earner enlisted in the Illinois national 
Guard on April 2, 1934, and he was appointed a second lieutenant 
on Hay 17, 1937. The Illinois National Guard was federallssd 
on JWne 1, 1937, Governor Earner entered on active duty as a 
captain in the United States Army on March 5, 1941, and he was 
honorably released from active duty as a lieutenant colonel on 
Harch 16, 1946. Be served in the Illinois National Guard, 
inactive duty, until December 4, 1954, when he was transferred 
to the United States Army Beserve Control Group in Illinois as 
a brigadier general. His service record is clear. 
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Marital Status 

la October, 1934, Governor Earner married the former . 
Helena Cermak. She had formerly been aarried to Floyd II* Benlay 
from whoa ebe obtained a divorce ia JUne, 1933* A child , 

Mary Alyce, wa a bo rg_Qi_that marriage. Marv Alvce Banlav 


subsequently aar^ 


wore bora of that marriage, which ended in 
Cbristeaeen is deceased. Governor and lira 


b6 

b7C 


divorce. Mrs. 

have adopted the Christensen children and they presently reside 
with them in the Executive Mansion in Springfield, Illinois. 
Governor Earner's legal address is 750 Glsndale Drive, Glenview, 
Illinois* 


ZS. RESULT'S OF IHVEST IGAT IGKS 
Interviews 

i ■ * 

All interviews set forth hereinafter were conducted 
during the current inquiries regarding Governor Earner. 


Paul B. Douglas, United States Senator from Illinois, 
interviewed in Washington, D. C. , advised he has known 
Governor Earner in political circles and as a personal friend 
for many years. Be said Governor Earner is held is high regard 
la the State of Illinois and hs considers him an outstanding 
person. Be stated there ia no question whatsoever regarding 
Governor Berner's character, reputation, loyalty or associates. 
Be reecananded Governor Earner for a position of trust and 
confidence. 


Everett M. Dirksea, United States Senator from Illinois, 
interviewed in Washington, D. C. , advised he has known 
Governor Earner on a personal and political basis for many years. 
Be noted that be and Governor Earner have been "on the opposite 
sides of the fence politically" for many years* Be said 
Governor Earner enjoys an excellent personal and professional 
reputation. Be stated he has been given no reason to question 
Governor Earner's associates or his loyalty to the United States, 
and he recommended Governor Earner for appointment to a 
position of trust. 
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I . _ I the low fir* of Berner, 

Ares ond fittls. Chic Ago, Illinois, advised be has known 
governor Burner for many years. Be mentioned that Governor Kernes 
father, Otto Keraor, Sr. , had boon a member of the above law 
firm until ho entered public office in the 1940s. Be said he 
has knows Mrs. Be rner, the f oner Helena Cereal, and 
Governor Kerner »a f I Rose as^ |, all their lives. Be 

mentioned that Mm. Berner's father, Afeton J. Onrnk, while 
Mayor of Chisago, Illinois, wan killed by an asnaeain*e bullet 
in Miami, Florida, in 1933. Bo said the ballet wan in tended for 
the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt, | |*brther 
‘ mentioned that Mrs. Berner hao anlear defect which has caused 

her less of hoarlng and as a result she is subject to personal 
imbalance and frustration. Be eaid this has rssultsd in a 
"drinking problem** on her part. HO stated she dees not drink 
alcoholic beverages to eseess but "one or two drinks cause 
her to be unsteady due to the ear defect.** He said Governor Bams 
is an excellent attorney and administrator who served well as 
a judge in Illinois. Be highly recommended Governor Burner 
for any position fur which he may be considered, 

John S. Beyls, Judge, Circuit Court, Cook County, 
Oileago, Illinois, was interviewed in Bow York City. Be 
advised he has known Governor Burner for many years, adding 
**1 know no finer man.** Bs said he considers Governor Berner 
an outstanding American of the finest eharactsr and ideals. 

He feels Governor Berner is a very able person and he 
recommended him unequivocally and without reservation for way 
position that the Fresideat of the Bolted States may eoasldsr him. 

Edvard V. Hanraban, Baited States Attorney for the 
northern District of Illinois, Chicago, Illinois, was interviewed 
^ in St. Petersburg, Florida. Be advised he has known 

Governor Burner for the past five years. Mr. Hanrahan stated 
that for several years until March, 1964, he (Mr. Hanrahan) was 
First Assistant Attorney General for the State of Illinois and 
am a result thereof he had professional and social contact with 
Governor Burner. Me said he knows Governor Berner to have an 
excellent reputation ae a prosecutor, judge and Governor. Be 
said Governor Burner has demonstrated extraordinary legal 
and administrative abilities. Be highly recommended 
Governor Berner fur a position of trust and confidence, addling 
there is no question whatsoever regarding Governor Kerner*s 
character, reputation or loyalty to the United States. 
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L interviewed in Chicago, 

Illinois, advised he «u employed hv the Chicago Bar Association b7C 

for twenty ymtam maA tm ««*«f as| lot that 

assoc let ion fori | In connection with I I 

duties with the Chicago Bar Association he has had frequent 
contact with Governor Berner. Be said he highly regards 
Governor Berner and he considers him an honest . and dependable 
person of high ideals, integrity and acral character, !» said 
Governor Berner is very definite in his ideas and opinions. 

Be noted Governor Berner is a leader of a major political party 
in Chicago and as such ho is in doss contact with Richard J. 

Daley, Mayor cf Chicago. Be said Govsrner Berner and Bayer Daisy 
have aany of the sane Ideals and purposes; however, Governor Berner 
stands on his own ideals and intsgrity and he does what he 
believes Is correct . Be described Governor Berner as a nature 
and responsible person who exorcises good judgment and discretion. 
Be said there is no question whatsoever regarding his loyalty 
to the Baited States and he had no reservations in reeosnsnding 
Governor Berner for a position of trust with the Federal 
Government. 

Janes B. Parsons, Judge, Baited States District Court 
tor the northern District of Illinois, Chicago, Illinois, advised 
ho has been acquainted with Governor and Mrs. Berner since 1951. 

Be said Governor Berner, as Baited States Attorney for tho 
Northern District of Illinois, was sineore in tho handling of 
his duties aad he strove for perfection at all tines. Be said 
that, as Baited States Attorney, Governor Berner Instilled 
conf idence in his non and **he is the type of nan who will bach 
his non completely if he fools the person involved is doing 
good worh. " Be added that Governor Berner is a good organizer 
and he "kept a sharp office” while serving as United States 
Attorney. Be stated Governor Berner contAiues to have the 
sene attitude. Be stated it has been said that the Governor’s 
Office in Springfield, Illinois, deters to the governnent is the 
city of Chicago. In his opinion, Judge Parsons said, this Is 
not true. Be said Governor Berner is a person who believes 
»*good government is good polities” and he would not be imposed 
upon by anyone. Be said Governor Berner has much personal 
magnetism and to hie knowledge Governor Berner has created no 
enemies. Be said he regards Governor Berner as a prudent nan. 

Be mentioned that he has been in the company of Mrs. Berner on 
numerous occasions since 1951 and she has always acted in a 
dignified winner. Be stated he has heard that Mew* Berner 




Otto Berner 


«mi intoxicants but bo boo no pwaonal knowledge of this, and 
when bo has boos in contact with her, ebe baa always boon 
"quite sober and quite dignified.'* Be furnished favorable 
consents regarding the character, refutation, loyalty and 
asseeiatdsnof Governor and Mbs. Berner, and be highly reconsended 
Governor Berner for a position of trust and confidence. 

| \ b6 

I "l Cook County. Chic ago. Illinois, a dvised he b7 ° 

has known Governor Burner for about | K* * *•**•* of 

tbs opposing political party. Be said he regards Governor Berner 
as a loyal American of excellent character, reputation, morals 
and associates. Be stated further be believes Governor Burner 
ia honest and ble integrity le above question. Bs said that 
based upon Governor Burner’s excellent reputation as 
Baited States Attorney, as Judge in Cook County, and ae 
Governor of Illinois, be does not understand how Governor Burner 
ae a responsible official has net taken a mure positive stand 
against tbs Obvious criminal eleaent infesting tbs Chicago area 
as wsll as the "monstrous vote frauds whleh are scandalising 
Chicago." Be said Governor Burner's lack of initiative ia these 
natters earned him tbs name "Vacillating Otto" la Xtspubllean 
Party circles. Be said that nevertheless he would recommend 
Governor Berner for say position for which he is sslsctsd if 
suck position does not place Mrs. fiernsr in public life. Bo 
explained that bo has hoard, but baa no peraonal knowledge , 
that Mrs. Berner drinks intoxicants to excess. 

Richard J. Daisy, Mayor, City of Chicago, Illinois, 
advised bo has known Governor Berner fur approximately thirty 
years. Bs said bs rsgards Governor Berner as aa unquestionably 
loyal American who enjoys an excellent personal and public 
reputation* Bs stated Governor Burner is honest, conscientious, 
sincere and dedicated as a public offieial, and bo has sada an 
excellent record as Governor of the State of Xlliseis. Be 
highly recommended Governor Burner for any position of trust. 

I H of the b6 

| | Illinois Central Bodltoad? Chicago, Illinois 1 ? 70 

advised he has Been acquainted with Governor Berner fur about 
I I Be said ho regarde Governor Berner aa an American 

whose loyalty is above question and as an individual whose 
character, reputation, murals and asaosiatos are excellent. Be 
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said Its believes Governor braar'a parfomaea and conduct 
is public office have tom excellent. Be stated on evasions 

Bps. Earner drink intoxicants to excess. 

ated that he is politically opposed to 

Governor Wmm e» but be highly recommended his for any 
position for which he nay be considered "in spite of his 
Wife , s occasional excessive drinking." 



I 


1 W a uhSi aMI. 


-Illinois. 
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no: 

_[advised b7c 

he has been acquainted with Governor and Bps. Earner sines 1937. 

Be stated he has on several occasions traveled overseas with the 
Breners and on one trip they were constantly together. 

Mentioned that he has been a lifelong sesher of the 
KopuBiican Party} however, he endorsed Governor Brener when the 
latter sought the office of Governor of the State of Illinois* 

Bs said Governor Earner ie a person of "cals Judgment" mad high 
integrity. Be stated he has heard easy times over the years that 
dn. Earner drinks alcoholic beverages to excess. Ba said be 
believes he knows her better than nest of her friends and associates 
ami in his opinion she is a social drinker only. Bs stated 
further Bra. Berner is a fine person and he has never felt that 
Ira. Earner was intoxicated. Ba said lfra. Earner sonatinas 
give* the appearance of being intoxicated although she has not 
had "a drink." Bs said ska does not hear well and she attempts 
to read lips. On occasion, he stated, she misinterprets the 
individual who is speaking and thereby gives tbs impression 
adie Is intoxicated. | highly rec c m se nded Governor Brener 

for a position of trust ana responsibility. 

Fifty-one ether associates and acquaintances of 
Governor Earner's, including members of the major opposing 
political parties of Illinois, Judges and attorneys, were 
interviewed during the invest igst ions . They described 
Governor Earner ns an honest and dependable person whose 
moral conduct, reputation^ associates and loyalty to the 
United States are above question. They said Governor Brener ie 
a gentleman in every respect. They stated further he is mature 
in his Judgment and he bases his opinions os facts, law, and 
his conscience. It was stated he has sufficient personal 
courage to follow the dictates of hi* conscience, they said 
Governor Burner has a talent for leadership and organization, and 
he can and will accept responsibility, which responsibility 
be effectively discharges either by direct action on his part 
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or by the proper delegation of authority with the constraint 
of proper supervision. They highly recommended Governor Berner 
for a position of trust and confidence. Paring the current 
inquiries several persons stated they are aware that Mrs, earner 
drinks alcoholic beverages to excess but they feel her on of 
intoxicants does not in any way interfere with the performance 
of the Governor 9 * duties* They noted that Mrs. Berner rarely 
appears at public gatherings with the Governor. These 
individuals stated they feel Bis* Banter is a person Of good 
serai character. Persons acquainted with Governor Banter 9 * 
close relatives stated they are reputable individuals and 
their loyalty to the United States is above question. 

Close Relatives 

Governor Berner*s father. Otto Berner. Sr. ; his 
stepdaughter. Mrs. Baders J. (Mary Alyce) Christensen; and 
his sister, Mrs. Phillip (Rose) Ickea, are deceased. His 
Bother, Mrs. Rose Barbara Chnelik Bern er, resides in 
River Forest , Illinois. He also has a I I 

"b esides in [ | 

Credit and Arrest Checks 

Information has been received fron the appropriate 
credit reporting and law enforcement agencies indicating that 
their files contain either no record or no additional pertinent 
information concerning Governor Berner or his close relatives. 

Bar Affiliations 

Governor Berner was admitted to practice law in tho 
State of Illinois in June, 1934, and before the United States 
Suprene Court in March, 1936. 

Be is a member in good standing of the following bar 
associations: 

American Bar Association, Chicago, Illinois; 

Chicago, Illinois, Bar Association; 

Federal Bar Association, Washington, D, C, ; 

Seventh Circuit Bar Asaoelatloa, Chicago, Illinois; 

The Bohemian Lawyers* Bar Association, Chicago, Illinois; 

The West Suburban Bar Association, Chicago, Illinois. 

No grievances have been filed against him. 
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Agency Checks 

Here is either no record or no additional pertinent 
iofsnttioB regarding Governor Berner in the tiles ef the 
Bureau et Personnel Invest igat leas , Civil Service Coaeisslen; the 
Bouse Cm sittee on Un-Aseriean Activities; the United States 
Secret Service; G-S, Baited States Any Counterintelligence 
Kecords Facility, Fart Holablrd, Mary land; er the Secarlty 
Branch, Office if XSergeney Planning. 

Mi nnffln« 


Ihe October 10, 1961, issue of "Be Chicago Tribune,** 
s neespaper of general circulation in the Chicago, Illinois, 
area, contained an article which stated that Governor and 
Be* Otto Berner failed te pay personal pr opert y taxes ea their 
stseeer hens in Antioch {hake density)* Illinois, for the years 
1956, 1957 and 1956. According te the article, teener Berner 
had protested the payaeat ef the personal property tax because 
he felt tee levy wes unreasonably high* 

tee records of the Office of the States Attorney, 

Me County, Waukegan, Illinois, shew teat Governor ate 
Mrs. Otto Berner do not presently owe personal property 
tax in hate County, Illinois. 

tee central files ef tee Federal Bureau of Investigation 
contain no additional pertinent information regarding 
Governor Berner. 
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- Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Evans 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 
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August 37, 1904 
BY COURIER SERVICE 
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Honorable Valter 1* Jenkins 
Special Resistant to the President 
The White Bouse 
Washington, 9, C. 

Bear Ur. Jenkins: 
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Bp letter dated August 26, 1964, you sere ’**■ 
furnished a summary memorandum coat aining-the results 
of investigation regardin g governor OttoHterner of Illinois. 

There is no pertinent identifiable information 
regarding Governor Earner in tbe tiles of the Central 
Intelligence Agency . 

The records of the Passport Office, Department of , 
State, show that in August, 1930, Governor Earner was 
Issued a passport for travel to Europe for educational / 
purposes. Be was issued a passport in September, 1963, rV 
for travel to Europe for business and pleasure . There is 
no unfavorable Information regarding GovernegHroiier in ^ 
the files of the Passport Office. //) fl j Referral /Consult 
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Callahan — 

Conrad 

Felt 

l Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

m Holmes 

7 Gandy 


SUBJECT: GOVERNOR OTTO KERNER, JR. (D. - ILLINOIS) 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING 


Reference is made to the attached memorandum froETn 
Mr. Wick to Mr. DeLoach dated July 20, 1966, which related 
to a telephone call Governor Otto Kerner of Illinois made to 
t the Bureau. Kerner asked for information concerning meetings 
! which Dr. Martin Luther King had held with young hoodlum 
1 gangs in Chicago. Mr. Bishop had telephonically advised the 
Special Agent in Charge at Springfield of the Governor* s u 

request and instructed the Special Agent in Charge to contact' > 
the Chicago Office and thereafter get in touch with they^y^XMF" 
Governor. Vfr 

SAC Marlin Johnson of Chicago called this morning 
from Springfield and said he and SAC Gebhardt were planning 
to call on the Governor today. He read to me a draft of the 
material which Chicago had prepared in response to the \ 

Governor* s request and which related to meetings which King*s } 
representatives in Chicago had had with young gangs. A film/ / / 
of the Los Angeles riots had been exhibited to such groups, 
for the purpose of convincing them how horrible the Watts 
situation had been and to convince them that such gangs should 
support the non-violence policy of D.r. King’s organization, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. SAC Johnson advised 
me that all of the material in the memorandum was of a public 
source nature and the Chicago Police Department was in possession 
5 of all of the information. * 

ACTION: 

Under the circumstances, I authorized SAC Johnson 
to make this information available to the Governor. 
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UNITED STATES Q^PeRNMENT 

Memorandum 


i 


Mr. DeLoach 


R. E. Wick 


J*saa«w« 


DATE: July 20, 1966 


SUBJECT: GOVERNOR OTTO KERNER, JR. (D. - ILLINOIS) 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING ' 


Tolson — 
DeLoach - 

Mohr 

Wick 

Casper — 
Callahan . 
Conrad — 


Mmzim 

/* Sullivant* 
Tave**!l 
Trotter — 
Tele. Rooi 
Holmes — 
Gandy 



At 9:30 a. m. on 7/20/66/ by referral from the Direct^ 

Office, Bishop in my office received a telephone call from Governor 
Kerner, who stated he was in Washington and was leaving this afternoon 
to return to Springfield, Illinois. Governor Kerner advised that he has 
been informed that recently several Chicago daily newspapers carried 
stories to the effect that the Bureau was in possession of information 
concerning meetings which Dr. Martin Luther King was holding with young // 
’’hoodlum” gangs in Chicago. ‘I 

Governor Kerner was not aware of the identity of the news- 
papers or the dates on which these stories were carried in them. He 
stated that he would be extremely interested in receiving from the Bureau 
any information which we might have along this line, in connection with / 
the race riots in Chicago, but advised that he is aware that this is O'U 

extremely nebulous information. He stated that, on his return to Spring- 
j field, he would have the particular news Articles located and make them 
I available to SAC Gebhardt, Springfield Office, so that the Bureau would 
be aware of what data the papers are alleging the Bureau has in its 
possession concerning these meetings of Dr. King. 

It has been determined from the Domestic Intelligence Division 
that Jim Bevel, the representative of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (Martin Luther King’s group) in Chicago recently held a meet- 
ing with a Negro youth street gang known as the "Blackstone Rangers, ” at 
which time he ran off for them a film of the Watts riot. His alleged 
purpose in doing this was to convince them of how horrible the Watts 
situation had been and to convince them that nonviolence was the best 
technique to utilize in fighting racial discrimination. It is very possible 
that Bevel advised the Chicago papers that he had taken this action and 
that he was advising the FBI that such action had been taken. > . , 

rZl^.Mr. DeLoach ‘ REC- 68 — ss \ 
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Wick to DeLoach memo 7/20/66 
Re: GOVERNOR OTTO KERNER, JR. 


DATA IN BUREAU FILES : 

Our files reflect that our relations with Governor Kerner 
, have been generally cordial. He was formerly U. S. Attorney for the 
Northern District of Illinois and exhibited a cooperative attitude toward 
the Bureau. As Governor he has also exhibited a friendly attitude 
* toward the Bureau. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

i At 10:10 a.m., 7/20/66, Bishop telephonically advised SAC 

Gebhardt of the contact by Governor Kerner with the Bureau and was 
notified that Governor Kerner would probably be in touch with him on 
July 21st to exhibit the newspaper clippings in question. Gebhardt was 
instructed to contact the Chicago Office after he was contacted by 
Governor Kerner to determine what data that office had in its possession 
concerning the meeting of Jim Bevel with the "Blackstone Rangers” and 
thereafter to telephonically contact the Bureau for approval as to what 
information concerning this he may be able to furnish Governor Kerner. 


RECOMMENDATION: 
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July 27, 1966 



Honorable Otto Kerner 
' ,J ~ The Governor of Illinois 

Springfield, Illinois 62706 


My dear Governor Kerner: 

Mr. Robert U. Gebhardt, Special Agent 
in Charge of our Springfield Office, has advised me of 
the highly complimentary remarks you made concerning 
the FBI at the recent meeting of the Illinois Association 
of Chiefs of Police* 


Your continued support of this Bureau is 
a source of encouragement to my associates and me. 

I did not want to let the opportunity pass without express- 
ing my sincere appreciation. 


Y- 


Tolson . 


DeLoach . 

Mohr 

Wick 


Casper . 


Callahan . 
Conrad — 

Felt 

Gale 


Rosen . 


Sullivan 
Tavel, 
Trotj 
Tele? 


(Holmes 
Bp and' 
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Sincerely yours, 
3, ffdgas Hoover 


MAILED 4 

JUL 871966 

COMM-FBI 


1 - Chicago 
1 - Springfield 

Reurtel 7 -26-66 
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NOTE: Governor Kerner is on the Special Correspondents* Li^J 
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PAGE TWO 


OVER FOUR HUNDRED PERSONS IN ATTENDANCE THIS AWARD WAS EXTREMELY 
I POPULAR AND SINCERELY MADE IN DEEP APPRECIATION FOR INNUMERABLE 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO LAW ENFORCEMENT BY DIRECTOR, GOVERNOR KERNER 
MADE BRIEF COMMENTS TO CHIEFS AND WAS MOST HIGH IN PRAISE OF 
DIRECTOR AND FBI, PLAQUE WILL BE HAND CARRIED BY ASST, DIRECTOR 
CASPER ON HIS RETURN TO WASHINGTON, D,C,, JULY TWENTYSEVEN NEXT. 

I RECOMMEND LETTERS OF APPRECIATION TO CHIEF JOHN HEAFNER'* (NA) 
ALTON, ILLINOIS PD, PRESIDENT OF ILLACP, THANKING ASSOCIATION: 
CHIEF SILVER SUAREZ%I^>, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS PD, SECOND VICE 
PRESIDENT ILLACP, WHO SUGGESTED, PERFECTED AND MOTIVATED AWARD; 
AND GOVERNOR OTTO KERNEtf^^lsPRI NGFIELD, ILLINOIS, FOR HIS KIND 
t I REMARKS CONCERNING DIRECTOR AND FBI. 

NOTHING IN FILES SPRINGFIELD AND CHICAGO OFFICES PRECLUDE 
SENDING OF LETTERS. 

RECOMMEND LETTER OF COMMENDATION FOR ASST. DIRECTOR CASPER 
FOR OUTSTANDING MANNER IN WHICH HE REPRESENTED DIRECTOR IN 
ACCEPTING AWARD AND PRESENTATION OF ACCEPTANCE SPEECH. 

AIR TEL FOLLOWS. 


END 

WA...HFL 
FBI WASH DC 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

GOVERNOR OTTO KERNER - VICTIM 


U, S. Secret Service, 
SpringfielTj Illinois; at 12:35 PM; 


Special Agent, 113th MI Group, 
U.S. Army,' apr lngneia , Illinois., advised at 12:48 PM. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis- 
tributed outside your agency. 
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June 22, 1957 
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QTTD 'KERIISE * / 

E®m: August 1*5, 3.903 
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Applicant-typo investigations wore conducted 
in 1947 and 1954 concerning the captions! individual, 
3?ho results of these investigations tjero fumlchcd to 
the White House. 


S-, 
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you arc referred to 


For detai led results of those investiftationa 


1 at the White House* 

(161-2820) 
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Original and 1 - Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Request received - June 6, 1967 

NOTE: During the 1964 investigation, several individuals 
advised that while they have no question regarding the_ 

moral character of e ither Governor or Mrs J Kernes ^ •-*-£- 

they have noted that 




in 


has been active politic any m governor nerner-s oen&lf 
and has been seen in the company of Governor and Mrs. Kerner. 
Representatives of the Waukegan Polic e Department. 

Waukegan, Illinois, have advised that 


has never been arrested by that police department on a 
morals charge. They stated however, he reportedly has a 
reputation along these l ines and he is quick to defend 
in court anyone arrested 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI • It is the property of the FBI, and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency ♦ This reply is result of check 
of FBI investigative files . To check arrest records, request must be submitted to FBI Identification Division • 
Fingerprints are necessary for positive check • 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY* 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


STOVER 


UNITED STATM^TOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


€+ 


FROM : 


MR. TOLSON 


C. D. DeLoach 


date: February 7, 1968 


Tolson 

DeLoach — 

Stef 

Cosier 

Callahan — 
Conrad — 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy J 


SUBJECT GOVERNOR OTTO KERNER 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


The Attorney General called this afternoon and said that I ) 
the President had requested he have the FBI conduct a limited inquiry'^ 
on Governor Kerner of Illinois. 


The Attorney General did not indicate the reason for the 
current interest; however, it is noted in the paper today that Governor 
Kerner announced he will not seek a third term as Governor. It is 
possible the Administration will place him in some Federal position. 

The Attorney General requested that the inquiry be limited 
at this time to a check of tax returns and credit and criminal records, 
which should be reported to him along with all pertinent data in Bureau 
files as well as field office files. 


The results of the above inquiries are to be reported to the 
Attorney General, indicating that inquiries have been limited to record 
checks and material in Bureau files and that no open investigation or 
interviews will be conducted in the absence of a specific request. 
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For information. This ke 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr. M. A. Jones 
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Tolson — 
DeLoach . 
Mohr 


TO *: 

Mr. Gale CjyJ u 

DATE: 3/5/68 

*4 * ♦ 

FROM : 

W. V. Clevelan<|^y 

s' r 


vy 

o / 

REC^74 

SUBJECT: 

OTTO KERNER 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 



Bishop - 
Casper . 
Callahan . 
Conrad - 
Felt . 

Gale . -I &L. 
Rosen . 




The Deput y Attorney Generali Office has requested 

a name check on one ] L p> who has L 

written to the At to rfe^^ General protesting the appointment of b7c 

Otto Kerner (presen tly Gov ernor of Illinois) to a Federal 

judicial position. I I attached to his letter to the 

Attorney General a copy of a letter to SAC Marlin Johnson at 

Chicago in which he also protests any appointment of Otto 

Kerner to a Federal judgeship. | | alleges that Kerner is 

not qualified because he has been in "league with” the mayor 

of Chicago, the United States Attorney at Chicago, some 

banking officials, and”J. Edgar Hoover, Chief of the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation," who are charged by him with 

being accessories before the fact in the killing of one Mandel 

Skar. Skar, a Chicago hoodlum, was killed in "gangland” style 

in 1965. 


Bureau files and the Chicago Office files show| 
has been a chronic letter writer since 1950. His complaints 
and allegations of civil rights violations and discrimination 
against him by local and Federal agencies have been unfounded 
In one letter he stated that in April, 1964, he fired a .38 
caliber bullet toward a Negro individual who he believed was 
intruding in his neighborhood. Information concerning Clark 
in the above admitted shooting incident was sent to the 
United States Secret Service. 


'b 


Attached is a letterhead memorandum containing all 


pertinent i r 
concerning 


ACTION: 


nformat ion in the Bureau and Chicago Office f: 

EX-105 r®' 7 * 




si MAR ? J968 

By separate communicdffHTKsr a copy o f the above 
referred to letterhead memorandum is being sent^o the 
Deputy Attorney General's Office and to the United States 
Secret Service. 

Enclosure 




- Mr. DeLoach 
Mr./mshop 
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67 MAR l4%60 ^ 
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1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
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Transmit the following in 


atrtel 


Date: 2/8/68 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 


(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, WFO (77-19735) (RUC) 

OTTO KERNER 
SPI 

ReButelephone call 2/8/68. 


report . 


Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of IRS 


On 2/8/68, IC saused a search 

to be made of the files Ot The credit Jtiurbau, Inc., Washington 
D.C., and was advised the files contained no record con- 
cerning the appointee. 

On 2/8/68, IC determined the files 

of the Metropolitan Police Department contained no record 
for the appointee. It is to be noted that at all times an 
indefinite number of unidentified records are out of file 
and not available for review. 

On 2/8/68, IC reviewed 1h e 

files of the U.S. Park Police and found no record concerning 
the appointee* 

£p.Bure au Om. 2) 'V— $7 

/ ” 

JCStssk ( tv > . 

( 2 ) / 

AIRTEL . a / 




Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI WASH DC 

FBI CHICAGO 

10:59 AM URGEp^-S-SS PMS 
TO DIRECT0f 

FROM CHICAGO (161-917) (RUC) 

O 

OTTO KERNER, SPI. 

(jp RE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO CHICAGO FEBRUARY SEVEN, 

LAST. 

REVIEW OF CHICAGO FILES RE KERNER SINCE AUGUST, NINETEEN 
SIXTY FOUR, DISCLOSES NO DEROGATORY OR UNFAVORABLE INFORMATION. 

CHECK OF CHICAGO CREDIT BUREAU, INC., AND CHICAGO 
POLICE DEPARTMENT ON FEBRUARY EIGHT, INSTANT, REVEALED NO 
UNFAVORABLE CREDIT RECORD AND NO ARREST RECORD RE KERNER. 

UACB NO REPORT BEING SUBMITTED. 
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Tele. Room 


Miss Holmes- 
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FBI SPRNGFL-D 

S' 

1031AM>HRGENT 2-8-68 KJF 
TO / DIRECTOR 

FffoM SPRINGFIELD (161-200) IP. 

o 

OTTO KERNER. SPI. 


9 RE REPORT SA WILLIAM C; RITT DATED EIGHT SEVENTEEN 

SIXTYEOUR AND BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TWO SEVEN LAST* 

THE FOLLOWING INQUIRY INCLUDES PEIRIOD FROM AUGUST, 

SIXTYFOURt 

RECORDS SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, POLICE DEPARTMENTS SANGAMON 

COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, SPRINGFIELD; NEGATIVE. CREDIT RECORDS 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, FAVORABLE. SPRINGFIELD INDICES NAGATIVE. 

NO REPORT BEING SUBMITTED, UACB. RUC. 

END / ^ ^ ^ 

H@T 

GJM \\ MAR *? 1968 

FBI WASH DC 
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Fb* Attorney Bsnsr al 


For year lafomtlai* tto records of tha 
Maasm m emit flaay t, Springfield, IUlaoia, slwv tk»t 
I \ hb indicted by a Sangason County Brand 

Jury on April SO, 1966, on tbs charges of oDagpUraaf »d 
official Misconduct la oraaNtisa with notitrlaf legal fait 
samara! years prior thereto from a first doing tastsist with 
tbs Stats of Illinois while torn, Isaacs, its flMSS ©tractor 
of Illinois. the indlctnsat was no 1 -pressed on Ssptasbar t§, 
1995 » 


, tbs filsa of till Sanmm rawest tbit m Octdtor M, 

1964. 1 | a*tt*r do veriH aeat . 

A4teiniwtratlea, Chicago, Illinois, advised fa* received an 
aaenyssas iettai* | t 1964, alleging a fraud on 

tbs part sf l I la ooaasetisa with tbs 

awarding of a contract la 1961 for const radios work at tbs 
Illinois Stats Bair feeunds. 


Baring tbs esrrsst Inquiries 
>, Illinois, sblaH fas ffaoroi 


in Chicago, Illinois, sblaH fas 
af^ranoat isnsd allegation and fas 
falsa. 


I contacted 

;uiy investigated tbs 
,a*d it to bs coaplotely 


ffa* central files of tfao IBS, laclsding tbs fllss of 
tbs Identification 9i vision, contain no additional psrtiRsst 
isfonatiiM concerning Bevsrnor Berner. 

Enclosures ($) 





The Attorney General 


NOTE: Request received 2/7/68 from Attorney General for 
limited inquir y of Governor Kerner to include checks of 
^Federal tax returns, credit and criminal recor3s~and 
Bureau files. No derogatory information developed in 
connection with checks. Pursuant to instructions, no open 
interviews were made currently concerning Kerner. Summary 
memorandum dated 8/26/64 containing results of 1947 and 
1964 investigations of Kerner being enclosed for Attorney General. 
Kerner is held in high regard by individuals of both major 
political parties. Public Press of 2/8/68 noted that 
Governor Kerner announced he will not seek a third term as 
Governor. He is on the Special Correspondents* List . 


By Burnell Heinecke 

Sun-Times Bureau 

SPRINGFIELD, 111.— A som- 
ber Gov. Kerner suprised the 
state Wednesday by announc- 
ing he will not run for a third 
term as governor. 

The Sun-Tipies learned that 
Kerner had confided to 
friends after the announce- 
ment that he expects to as- 
sume a vacant federal judge- 
ship. 

In Washington, other friends 
said the governor probably 
would succeed Win G. Knoch 
of the U.S. 7th Circuit Court 
of Appeals, who has resigned. 
The court’s jurisdiction is 
parts of Illinois, Indiana and 
Wisconsin. 

Kerner, speaking in the 
state Capitol at the largest 
press conference of his ad- 
ministration, said the decision 
had been “the most difficult 
of my life.” He added: 

“I choose not to run. My 
reasons are personal. I now 
must be as deeply concerned 
about the health and happi- 
ness of my family as I have 
been concerned about the 
health and happiness of all 
the citizens of this state.” 

Just before the press con- 
ference, Kerner had sum- 
moned his staff and broke the 
news to them in tears. Only 
one or two had known of the 
governor’s concern for the 
health of his wife, Helena, : 
and none was prepared for ; 
the news. Many shared the ' 
governor’s tears. 

Privately, however, Kerner' 
disclosed recently that concern 
for his relationship with his 
children, Tony, a student at 
Brown University, and Helen, 
who is at Drake University, had 
raised questions about his Con- 
tinuing in office. / 


"Whe n they w ere home for 
Christmas vacation, it was 
learned, discussions centered 
on whether there might be a 
closer family relationship, with 
more frequent visits to the 
campuses and more shared 
time among both parents and 
children, if Kerner were to step 
down. 

Kerner also has received a 
number of offers from large 
corporations, among them in- 
ternational law firms, if he 
made the decision not to seek 
a third term. 

The question of Mrs. Kerner’s 
health has been the subject of . 

' much speculation, but the gov- ■ 
ernor has told friends she is in 
far better health than some! 
had been led to believe earlier, 
and has recently undergone 
examination by specialists who 
have given encouraging prog- 
noses. 1 

“This was strictly his own 
choice,” an administrative as- 
sistant said. “I don’t think you 

could find a person who urged . 
Jiim not to run.” 

Kerner indicated much the I 
same thing in his pronounce- 
ment to newsmen. 

The governor said he in- 
formed Mayor Daley and 
President Johnson by tele- 1 
phone Wednesday morning of 
his decision, and that both 
men expressed disappoint- 
ment and said they had hoped 
he would run again. 

Meanwhile, at a press con- 
ference in Chicago, Mayor 
Daley gave indirect support 
to speculation Kerner might 
accept a federal appointive 
post, or one as a consultant. 

The mayor, in response to j 
.questions, said that although j 


Kerner was not interested . in . 
seeking re-election or running 
for the U.S. Senate, he had 
not given up the idea of pub- ; 
lie life. ‘ 1 

“I think he will be a great : 
official any place he wants to 
go,” Daley said. 

Asked about the possibility 
Kerner will be named a fed- 
eral judge, Daley said the 
governor “always has been in- 
terested in the judiciary,” 
and “surely” could follow in 
the “distinguished” footsteps 
of his father. 

The father, Otto Kerner Sr., 
served as a judge in the U.S. 
District Court of Appeals. 

Kerner has long been ru- 
mored as a likely choice for a 
federal judgeship. After his 
selection by President John- 
son as chairman of the Na- 
tional Advisory Commission on 
Civil Disorders, speculation in- 
creased that he might end up 
with a top federal post. 

One of the jobs mentioned 
is secretary of health, educa- 
tion and welfare. 

Kerner refused to be drawn 
out on his personal choice for 
a successor as governor. 

Up To Committee 
“That is a decision to be 
made by the Democratic State 
Central Committee,” he said. 

Kerner said he would sup- 
port apd actively campaign 
for any candidate chosen by 
the committee. 

Asked about the possibility 
that Sargent Shriver, head, of 
the federal war on poverty, 
will be a candidate for gover- 
nor, Kerner said: 

“I would hftjtlsased to see 


anyone who is strong run for 
the office.” 1 ”:' 1 
The governor’s decision not 
to run, which he* ^termed “ir- 
revocable,” was a liveli-kept 
secret. 

Until Tuesday, when Kerner 
decided to make the Wednes- 
day announcement, only state 
Finance Director James A. 
Ronan, who also serves as- 
chairman of the Democratic. 
State Central Committee, had. 
been taken into his. .confidence 
on the matter. 

Called By Governor. 

Other elected state officials 
— Lt. Gov. Samuel H. , Sha- 
piro, Atty. Gen. William G. 
Clark, Treasurer Adlai ' 
Stevenson, III, Auditor Michael 
J. Howelett and Sec. of State 
Paul Powell — were called 
by the governor in the- hour 
before the press, conference. 

A senior member of the 
Democratic State Central Com- 
mittee had been predicting pri- 
vately for several months that-.* 
Kerner would not run again. 

He emphasized that" he was . 
not speaking from knowledge 
of the governor’s plans, but 
on the basis of his observa- 
tion? of the- “inhuman- load?’ 

! Kerner has been carrying as 

I governor and as chairman of 
the President’s Commission 
on Civil Disorders. ; 

He said Kerner' has been 
| looking “awfully, awfully 
’ tired,” and that it had seemed 
E logical for him to step down 
. “with his popularity riding 
■ high.”' 

> I Concern For Wife 

5 j The. governor’s concern for j 
" his fife’s health was pointed 
out in We dnesday’s Sun- 
: Times. 

In the last two weeks, when 
arriving at his decision on a 
third term, Kerner . had 
brought in medical specialists 
to check on his wife’s health. 


Date: 12/22/70 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 

Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


.L. 




TO: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


ATTN: ACCOUNTING & FRAUD 
SECTION 


fectT" 


SUBJI 


SAC, CHICAGO 

JUDGE OTTO KERNER 
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
7th CIRCUIT 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Remyairtel 12/21/70. 

On the morning of 12/22/70, Judge KERNER called 
SAC BATES and asked that he come to his chambers. Judge 
KERNER stated that he had seen t he newspaper clipp ings ^ 

concerning the allegation by his I fthat / " 

the telephone in Judge KERNELS offic e was tapped in 1969 , b 


hssumed” that the 


and that the law clerk ^ 

FBI was tapping 'the phone 

Judge KERNER stated that he was most embarrassed 
by this; that he had no knowledge whatsoever of these 
allegations; that they were not brought to his attention 


by| | in 1969; and that he, himself, had never had any 

suspicions that his phone was being tapped. He stated that 
he has always enjoyed a close relationship with the FBI in 
Chicago and h as always held Mr. HOOVER in the highest esteem.^ 
He attributed comments to his desire for publicity. 
Judge KERNER asked that his comments be made known to the 
Director and that the Director be assured that this was 
not coming from him nor had he any knowledge o f it. or had 


he sanctioned in any way the pronouncements of 

I advised Judge KERNER that I could assure him that 
the FBI had never tapped any telephone in his office. He 
commented that he never had any suspicion that such was being 
done . . 

Enclosed for tlhe Bureau is the original and five 
copies of a letterhead memorandum setting forth the comments 
of Judge KERNER. , M gen ^ /&/- | 

12. ~ Bureau (Ends. 6)-— DMaS--**-- / -• 


TZZ7\ 




X - Chicago 
Ff ri ‘F' CWB:mkp (3) 


Sent 




Special Agent in Charge 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


• « 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Chicago, Illinois 
December 22, 1970 


JUDGE OTTO KERNER 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 

7TH CIRCUIT 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


On December 22, 1970, Judge Otto Kerner advised 
the Special Agent in Charge of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in Chi cago that he was most embarrassed bv 
the comments made by | 

concerning the tapping oi nxs, judge Kerner ‘ s , private 
telephone line in 1969, Judge Kerner stated he had no 
knowledge whatsoever of these allegations and that they 
were not brought to his attention by Landau in 1969, 

The Special Agent in Charge advised Judge Kerner that 
he could be assured that the FBI had never tapped any 
telephone in his office. He commented that he never had 
any suspicions that such was being done. 
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Date: 12/21/70 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


AIRTSL 


(Priority) 


U 



IRECTOR, FBI 


ATTN: ACCOUNTING AND FRAUD SECT I(|)N 

'AC, CHICAGO 

JUDGE OTT 4 ERNER 
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
7TH CIRCUIT 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

ReBu telcall 12/21/70. 

/ 

Enclosed for the Bureau is the original and 5 copies 
of a LHM dated and captioned as above. Also included as an 
enclosure are four articles that appeared in Chicago newspapers 
12/19, 20 and 21/70. 

For the information of the Bureau, enclosed articles 
and LHM pertain to allegations by | | of U. S. 

Court of Appeals Judge OTTO KERNER, that Judge KERNER's tele- 
phone was tapped by the FBI for a four-month period beginning in 
January, 1969. Of course, this is not true. 

Chicago files c ontain no information identifiable with 


b6 
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Pursuant to Bureau instructions, I have answered all 
newspaper inquiries regarding the above as follows : "The FBI 
has never had a telephone tap on Judge KERNER's phone or any 



Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 



The Chicago Office was never the recipient of any 
allegations from Judge KERNEE or from Judge KERNE"’ s office 
regarding any telephone tap on his telephone or any telephone 
in his office. This allegations is nearly two years old and 
was based on noises heard on the line. 


No investigation is being conducted by the 
Chicago Office. 


• t 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Chicago, Illinois 
December 21, 1970 


JUDGE OTTO KERNER 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 

7TH CIRCUIT 

b6 
b7C 


Daily News”, an article appeared quoting Eliot A^^Landau, the / uL. 

former Senior Law Clerk for United States Appeals Court Judge 

Otto Kerner. The article stated that, according to Landau, 

Judge Kerner’s private telephone line was tapped for at least 
four months during 1969. Landau, now an Assistant Law Professor 
at Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa, stated that he be 1 i eve d"^® 1 
Judge Kerner’s private line was ta'^HMu* 1 by the FBI, although he 
did not definitely know of any reason for the alleged FBI tap. 
Landau stated that he had not reported the alleged tap because 
Judge Kerner had a feeling of powerlessness over the alleged 
tap. Landau was quoted as stating that suspicions of the tap 
started in January, 1969 when unusual sounds, along with other 
conversations mixed in, were heard on the telephone. 

A similar article appeared in the December 20, 1970 
issue of the ’’Chicago Sun-Times”, dateline Des Moines, Iowa, 
setting forth the same allegations . 

Another similar article appeared in the December 21, 

1970 edition of the "Chicago Daily News", again setting forth 
basically the same information. In addition, in this article, 
Landau was quoted as giving two reasons for the alleged tap by 
the FBI. Landau stated one possible reason was to protect 
Judge Kerner, since he had been the recipient of several crank 
calls. The other reason, according to Landau, was that a 
Government agency may have been interested in Landau himself . 

Landau stated he had been very active with a number of civil 
rights groups taking part in demonstrations in the South and in 
addition, at one time counseled the conservative Vice Lords, a 
Chicago youth gang. 

This allegation was never referred to the FBI and, 
according to Landau’s statement, occurred nearly two years ago. 

l<,(-3-f2o 2 . 

‘M^closure 
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File No. 





By KentBefnhard 

Chi rles Bates; head of thj 
Chica ;o FBI office, said Moi 
day | hat the FBI has nevq| 
tapped- any- telephones of U.S^ 
Appeals Court.Jiidge Otto. Ker- 
ner.* 

Bates; spoke, out after the, 
judge’s former law- clerk, Eliot 
A.. Landau,, said he believes 
the FBI-tapped Kemer’s office 
:ine for at least four- months 
during. 1969; 

*‘The FBI has; never had a 
telephone tap on any of Judge 
Xemer’s telephones, and this 
includeshis office; telephones.” 
saidBateSi - 

W H E N INFORMED of 

Bates’ comment, Landau -re- 
olied; “How do' you ever know 
f the FBI is telling 1 the trutfjl? 
t the EBI admitted it was ta|- 
>ing the.llne it wouldhe admi|- 
'ing that it did' something illo- 
;al. • . j 
“Logs of iljegal wiretaps 
aade: by the' FBI are forced 
ut of the -FBI; through the 
ourt process all; the time. Do 
ou suppose they are going -to 
tep. forward add admit them- 

u?.*’ /, 

Kemer was hot available for 
omment pii the : suspected tap- 
ing of tha. telephone, in his' 
h a m b ers in die Dirkseri 
uilding, 

LANDAU said he did hot ex- 
iude Army intelligence as a 
ossibility in the- alleged wire- 
ippjng. “Alt the information 
'e had, though, Was- that the 
BIpfobablywasdOihg.it,’’he 
lid.- . . 

Former Army intelligence 
geiit John M,' O’Brien said 
.st week' that Kerner -was- 
along top- political figures -in 
siois on whom the Army’s 
.(3 th Military Intellig&ice 
imp had spied. j ■ 

although: no one in ijer- 
i r’s offic e Knows. the re ason 



the alleged taft Land 
li Kemer and His- aide co|- 
^red two possible reasp] ^ 
why the FBI would want -to 
? monitor the judge'sdine; ft 
pne, Landair said; - was' 
pi otect Kemer,, former Illini 
governor and head of the Pr 

i iglinfe Commission onv the 
causes and Prevention of. Vi^- 
tfice. _•> .* 

Several .crank threats we: 
sceived by mail and a fe|jr. 
came through the pirksen 
Building switchboard * but none 

J , Kernels privateline,, Laifc* 
u said.. 


r THE OTHER; possible real 
soiu LaridaU . saicL jwiis that j 
government .agency may haw 
neen collecting information" onj 
ILandaU. . ^ 

1 Starting in I960 arid contim! 
Luing for several years;, Landau, 
said, he wasr“yery active*’ 
with u number of civil .rights 
groups taking, part in demon- 
strations in the South) and at | 
one" time counseled; the Con- 
servative Vice.Lords; 

He said none of his civil 
rights activities was; “polit - 

LANDAU# now an- assistai t 
•aw professor :at^DrakeUriive|- 5 
sity, Des Moines, said he had 
tallied as recently as last Fri- 
day with Kemer about the’ al- 
leged bugging. 

The judge' reiterated* his 'be- 
lief: that his phone had been 
tapped and voiced nonobjection 
to Landau’s disclosure *of those* 
beliefs; Landaitsaid 

Landau* Said Suspicion of a 
tap on Kerner’s private' line 
started in January, 19% when 
^we heard unusual sounds 
wkh. other conversations 
mixed in*” 

U Said that hi lal 


call oh the private line; 
iceived no dial tone and ; hui! 
•up; He picked up the phoil 
irngaili and found^himself liste|i- 
ing to a conversation between 
a mah and a woman. 

After listening for a time, he, 
said he learned that the cop* 
versatl on was between|a 
switc hboa rd oper ator fpf !|a 
dumbing supply firm and 
ither employe, of the firm 
internal office telephone. 
Landau said, he believes he 
heard; the conversation be- 
cause* the. telephone; hi the 
plumbing firm two mil4 
from the Birkseir Building \ - 
llhdKerneris private 1 liiieweij * 
Doth be ing monitored' from tire 


srernie location and’ the 
\ ere ; connected by error.- 

LANDAU said' that after! 
hearing, the conversation,, |t| 
was. learned that the plumbing 
supply firm was suspected 
beiiigra. crime syndicate front] 
ijiis strengthened his belli 

ij at the * FBI was involved ii ri 

bugging. : „ , I, 


TM 
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ch or early April of la|ti! 
year hf attempted; to make ;a\GPYi' PttqrKerner 

<T " . 
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(Mount Clipping in Spot* BpIow) 



ByKent Bernhard 


reason for the alle, 
tajfcing of U.S. Appeals Cote, 
Jujge Otto Kerner's private 
office telephone is-& mystery 
to Kefner and his- associates, 
according to the judge's for- 
mer chief law clerk- 

Elliot A- Landail said he and | 
Kemer believe the judge's 
;elephone in his Dirksen Build- 
ing, chambers were monitored 
:orat least four months during 
:969 even though they are hot 
certain why; or Who was re* 
sponsible.. 

the. judge andhis- associates 
Jo not believe, Landau said, 
hat the * telephone, was tapped 
Army intelligence, despite 
•epoitsthat Kemer was under 
oirveillance for a time; by the 
\rhiyi Instead Kemer is now 
aid to believe' that his line 
vas tapped by the FBI. 

t FBI in Chicago hack no 
ent oh Landau's allega 

. 

HOUGH no one in Kfcr* 
er’s office knows, the reason 
)f the alleged- tap, Landau] 
aid, Kerrier and his aide con- 
idered two possible reasons ] 
/hy the FBI would want to; 
lonitor the judges line. 

One, Landau said, was to 
jrotect kerher, former Illinois 
ovemor and head of the Pres- 
lenFs Commission on the 
auses and Prevention of Vio 
mce. 

Several crank threats were 
Reived by mail, and a few 
ime through the Dirksen 
uilding switchboard, but none 
i Kerner's private line, Lanrl 
m said* 

'HE OTHER possible rea 
n l Landau said, was that f 
) : emrnent agency may ha^ 
Sft collecting ihformation 
andau. 


j.tarfcing in 1960 and contii* 
igfor several years, Landaj 
s&id, he was “very activei 
with a number of civil right*.- 
groups taking part in demon- 
strations* in the South* and at 
oni time counseled the Coi 
seryative Vice Lords. 


March or early April of Last] 
i } ear he attempted to maka a 
] c air on the private line, jre- 
c jived no dial tone and hijrig 
.up. He picked up the phone] 
.again and foundhimself listen-' 
Hngto a conversation between 
ipan and a woman. 


dau said that iir 1963 | After listening for a time, he 
wh*e a student at the Univer| said he learned that the con- 
sity of Chicago, he was undef *vers.atian was between a 
surveillance when he was ac*' switchboard operator for a 
tiVf ^ organizing a Northe|i : plumbing supply firm and an* 


chapter of the Student Nonvi] 
lent Co-ordinating Committi 
(nmv the Student National 
ordinatirig Committee). — at 
that time considered a moder- 
ate.civir rights organization. 


other employe of the firm on 
an intemaloffice'telephone. 

Landau said he believes, he 
heard the conversation be- 
cause the telephone in the 
, plumbing/ firin *— two miles 
THE REASON for the stir* from the Dirksen Building - 
veillance at that time, Landau and Kernes private line were 
believes, is that SNCC shared bothbeingmonitored -from the 

same location and the lines] 
were connectedly error. 


ait office oh university proper- 
ty with several other groups, 
including the Fair Play for 
Cub i Conlrif ittee^ then a target 
of g i.vemment investigation. 

Ltfndau said he knows, of 


j LANDAU said that after 
1 heating the conversation, it 
]was learned that the plumbing] 
supply firm was suspected of 


other time when he might have feeing a crime syndicate front 


been under investigation. 

He said, none of his ’civil 
rights activities was “politi- 
cal, ] ” 

LANDAU, now an assistant 
law professor at Drake Univer- 
sity, Des Moines, said he had * 
talked as recently as Jast Fri- 
day with Kerher about the, al- 
leged bugging. 

The judge reiteratedhis be^ 
lief that his phone had been 
tapped and voiced:no.objection 
to Landau's disclosure- of those J 
beliefs, Landau said. . ! 

Landau said suspicion of a i 
tap on Kerner's .private line! 
started in January, 1969, when] 
"we heard unusual soufids, 
wim- o'ther * conversations, 
mjced in.” I ) 

LANDAU said, that in mtea 


This strengthened his belief, 
that the FBI was involved in 
bugging. 

Kerner's former clerk said j 
jthe judge did not report the al- 
leged bugging at the timefbe- 
cause of the feeling of “ijow-^ 
!erl|ssness.” 

i you fee 1 you're bdlrfgj 
jbugged by a government agen- 
cy, who. do you go to clear if 
upfe They're probably the one; 
wlp probably: are listening ani 
w^idn’t admit it anyway, 
dau said. 

ANDAU said he decided tl 
dose the alleged bugginj 
irtirst planning to report 
letter to Sen. Sam J. E 
(D-N:C.), whose Senate 
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j I* ■ vy, }»l, > l, . | ( V It 1 1 - 1 .. 1 . 1 f . . | 


5_ CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


■m»-. 12-21-70 

> 1.1. > BLUE streak 

Auth.r KENT BERNHARD 

| l til 'f: 

T.»l*-: WEEKLY 

BULLETIN 


*®~ m W»ence 


100-44629 

. *r 

<**Iuhki fi.Mi’it'ti : 

Siibnttttiii.) i, !!*.•••• CHICAGO 


2L 





-JMi 


(Mount Clipping in Space Bolow) 


erner wiretap 
ild by ex-cler 


DES MOINES (UPI) - A 
[ormer senior law clerk for 
(IS: Appeals Court Judge ^nd 
former Illinois Gov. Otto Ker- 
tier said tile judgefs private* 
telephone line into his office 
was tapped during, a four- 
month period ih 1969. - 

Eliot A. Landau, now an as- 
sistant law professor at; Drake 
University, said Kerner and, 
his staff: were, never able to 
pinpoint who. was tapping the 
phone lines. The tapping activi- 
ty occurred: from winter to 
spring of 1969; and may have 
continued beyond that, he said.. 

Landau said Friday he* had. 
Informed. Kerner he plannedtd 
make; the tapping information 
public. * ~ :•> 

“It seems highly unlikely; 
that itwas^the Armyi ,fc Lahdau^i 
saidin reference to disclosures 
bJ a former Army agent that 
prominent Illinois citizens* in- 
cluding Kerner,. had been sub-: 
jedt to Army intelligence .sur- 
veillance. 

Landau, 28, worked with 
Kerner for one year in Chi- 
cago. He said there was Both a 
private line and a switchboard! 
line*, leading into Kerner’ s df- 
ficej * I 

“ye had occasional argi- 
onents with some of the oper- 
ators < who had a tendency to 
lisien on the switchboard 
line;?* Landau, said.. “If you 
hap to. discuss confidential i|- 
folmation, yon couldn’t do Jt 
onjthat phone. 

“Sometime in-. January or 
February (4969), we thought 
when using the, private lino we 
heard unusual sounds with 
other conversations mixed in. ?> 

In kte March or early AprU, 
Land|u said he picked up toe 
private line tomake anoutsiae 
Call l|it received no dial toni, 
hung up,, and tried again. The 


second' 'time; he said, a man ; 
and|W°hian, : ; were: talking An* 
thddtherend. * r I.'] 

* “Ater listenings to the coir j 
yer^tion/’ Landau: said, *lj 
i Concluded it was, between' aj 
switchboard operator of aj 
Near North Side plumbing sup- j 
ply firm and an employe. We : 
found out later the firm, was ; 

' suspected as a Mafia front” j 

The plumbing company was i 
two miles from Kerner ’s ofr , 
fice. 

“We assumed for one reason ■ 
or Another the FBI hadtapped 
our phone,” Landau said. “I. 1 
can remember shouting over;, 
the Aione that day, ‘ifyou F 11 j 
j agents are listening, at leg ?t ] 
igiveiis a, line we can call c xt\ 
ah.” I * 


(Indlfrjte p<nje,=nume ol 
now t! paper, < 11 / unri 8 l*il«.) 
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By Kent Bernhard 


A private telephone line in 
federal Judge Otto -Kemer's, of- 
fice was tapped for at lea's t. 
four months In 1969, Kemer*? 
former senior law clerk said 
Saturday* ; - ^ 

The former clerk,. Eliot A. 
Landau, tbld The Daily News 
that he arid' the judge do not 
believe the -telephone, was. tap* 
ped by' Army intelligence, des- 
pite reports that Kerner was 
one of several; prominent illir 
nois citizens who were under 
surveillance By the Army dur- 
ing 1969/ 

LANDAU^ .now an-, assistant 
[aw professor at Drake fJniver? 
sity in Desi -Moines, said he^be- 
ieves; that Kerner’S private 
ine was tapped- by the FBI, al- 
though he does; not definitely 
alow of any reason for the aL 
.egelEBl surveillance. / ; 

“Tpe nature of the tap. a id: 
he 4ay we discovered- it ji st i 
ioesn.t lead to the conclusion | 
:ha t it was th e Army tapping ,] 
the judged phone/' 
sa|d* ' v 

Mridau said 1 that he aid: 
K|rrier -talked ribout the df 
eged tap as recently as Fri- 
lay and that . the judge had no 
jbjectidii' to. Landaus dis- 
closures. 

“There was never any offi- 
cial action that we took;” 
■aridau Said, “simpiy because 
ye had the feeling: 'what can 
r ou do?* ” 

LANDAU SlAID . Judge ‘Keri- 
ter, fdrmeh Illinois governor*, 
i a d a feeling of ^pdW- 
rlessness*’ over the alleged 
ap. ■ 

|If you feel you’re being 
u|ged by a government agAi- 
ir, wyhO' do v you gd.to; to clear|$ 
ps|* said f landau. *‘They>j|e 


in riridw/oujdift admit] 
it,- anyway.” r * ; \ , 

4 SPOKESMAN in. the Fb|s 
dhfcago office .said Saturday 
tfiej’e- would be no. immediate 
cmment on Laridau’a ailega-. 
lions/ f j 

Landau said' suspiciiris-di a.; 
tap on Kbrper’s private lijne. 
startedin January, J969, when 
-we •heard-' unusual sounds^] 
with' other conversations- -mix- 1 
edTm” ^ r . ; 

In late Marche or .early April,* 
he said, LaMau attempted* to 
ameku'caltpri the privatelme 
But. received no/idiaf; tone and 
hung f up* he saidiHe. Vtried 
agaimand found^himselflisten- 
ingtp. a telephone convefSritiqm 
between a.rriunarid.a woman/ 
After listening to, the'cQnveri 
sation for some time, he saidf 
lie Jearried : that the convers|^ 
than - r wu betw-eem 
switchboard operator for 
plumbing supply firm and- a 
otheremplpye.of the firm who* 
were talking on 1 an internal of- 1 
(ice phone. * 

LANDAU SAID he believes 
he. was able , to; listen to-fhe 
conversation' because the 
pt uni bi mg fifm’stelephprie- 
lines and Kernels private line 
'bb tii were being -monitored 
from the same locations and/ 
through a teclmicar error, .the* 
lines were connected; 

Landau said that after hear- 
ing the ’ conversation, it was 
learned that the plumbing firm ] 
was a suspected, crime syndi- 
cate frbrit, strengthening his 
belief that the FBI was In-' 
volved In bugging, 
"Wevassphied the FBI Had 
tapped our -phone/* Landau 
sai(k“I can remember .shoi 
irig cpr tbephonpthdtday,. 
you FBI agents are going 
liSterjin, at least find somt- 
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UNITED states government 

Memorandum 


Mr. Sullivan 
A. Ros eXy A 


ifylson 


date: December 24, 197, 


f 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 

1 t_Mh Pneon 

1 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT 

I 


1- COMPLAINANT 


INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS 


1 - Mr. Nuzum 
1 - Mr. Bishop 



United Press International release oL12-19-70, quoted Elliot A. 
Landau, former senior law clerk of Judge Ottcrkerner, Seventh Circuit / 
Court of Appeals, Chicago, as stating'that in early f9Wthe Judge's private ^ 
office telephone was tapped for four months and Landau assumed it was done- M 
by the FBI. . , 



I 


(no pertinent references in our file s'), presently assistant 

was contacted 12 -23 -70, 


by Omaha Of fice to niake him put up "or shut up regarding his allegation. He ^ 
had ’ no_concr ete facts of wire tapping by FBI^or anyone else and stated some-' v* 4 
times', when using the Judge ‘s'private telephone line, he heard unusual sounds 
and sometimes other conversations. He assumed this_ meant the Judge’s 
/telephone was tapped and such wasjione by the FBI. He never reported this,^ c \ 
To telephon e company, local police or FBI. It was emphatically pointed out 


1 


to 


that the FBI had never tapped tl 


Kerner nad been so informed and 


he Judge’s telephone, that Judge 
should cease making unfounded 
charges involving the FBI. He was tom in the strongest terms his remarks 
about the FBI were completely false and such irresponsible action on his part 
'was inexcusable. ' \ . . A 


On 12-2 2-70, Judg e Kerner co ntacted SAC Bates,, Chicago, and 
stated he was'lem barrass'ed byj f charges, that he had" no knowledge 

of the matter, an dl I did no t onng the matter to his attention in 1969 

or in any way prior to| ^comments in the press. Further, t he Judge 




Cm 

b6 

b7C 

a 

o 


personally has no suspicion his phone was tapped. Bates assured the Judge 
the' FBI had'never' tapped’ any "of his “phones,. The Judge said he h as the highest 
regard for the Director and the FBI and it is his opinion U 


ls. enjoying. 


the publicity ^ven thoughthere is no_basis^for his allegations. SAC Bates 
1 also' issued a denial of the aile’gatidn fd'the’ Ch'icagb press in response to 


[press inquiries. 
CAN: erg 

•* 


AM J: 


191 \i±>) K 



NOT SECONDED & i 

jf.s 5 eONTINUEp — f\v— -4 


/ > /? y .0 j 
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 
RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

1- COMPLAINANT be 

I 1 b7C 

Illinois Bell Telephone Company on 12-23-70, advised it was 
not contacted regarding any suspicion of telephone taps or other telephone 
cpmplaints concerning Judge Kernels telephones in 1969 or since. The 
results of inquiries made were discussed with the U. S. Attorney, Chicago, 
12-23-70, and he advised the matter was not worthy of any further investi- 
gation or other action. 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


Director, FBI 
NAME CHECK REQUEST 


FBI ^ 


" 3 ^ 



January 7, 1971 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Staffeld 


Reference is made to your letter of December 29, 

' 1970, requesting a check of our files concerning Otto Keraer 
and nine other individuals. With regard to these individuals, 

our files reveal no pertinent information concerning the 

fol lowing : I ~ 

and l I concerning the other individuals,, our 

files reveal the following information. which may possibly 
pertain to them. However, in view of the extremely limited 
identifying data furnished in your request, no assurance 
can be given that the following information actually applies 
to the individuals in whom you are interested. 


b6 

b7C 



With regard to Otto Kerner, our files reveal that 
applicant -type investigations were conducted concerning him ‘ 
in 1947 and 1964 and a limited inquiry was conducted concern- 
ing Kerner, then Governor of Illinois, in February, 1968, at 
the request of the then Attorney General. By letter dated 
February 9, 1968, the then Attorney General was furnished all 
information available concerning Korner. 


( 161 - 2820 ) 


Concerning [ 


} our files reveal that 


gp applicant-type investigation was conducted concerning him 
fV.n December, 1965, at which time he was being considered for 
gihe position of United States District Judge in the Northern 
istrict of Illi nois. Conies of all i nvestigative reports. 


the title 



J” wore furnished to the 

£hen Deputy Attorney General on December 28, 1965. In addition, 
a summary-type memorandum was furnished to the Department under 
that same title, summarizing the results of the investigation, 
and by letter dated December - 23, 1965, the then Attorney 
General was advised of the reports being furnished to the then v 


Deputy Attorney General, w hich, le tter incorporated other 

■** ^ ^ r 'JL i * I I 


Tolson _ 
Sullivan . 

Mohr 


•additional data 'concernin 


Bishop 

Brennan, C.D. . 

Callahan 

Casper 

Conrnd 

Felt 

Gale 


Rosen . 
Tavel - 
Wnllers 
Soyars 
Tclo. Room 
Holm| 

Gam 


: J 

.AASjmfd V 4 

-( 6 ) ^ 
-See Note Page 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


In addition, there are enclosed for your information 
copies of tv/ o newspaper clippings, one dated April 4, 1966, 
from the Chicago Daily News, and the other dated July 9, 1969, 
from the Chicago Daily Nows. These articles are self-explanatory, 

, , (77-98216) 


V/ith regard to 


by letter dated 


January 23, 1970, the Depuxy Attorney General furnished this 
Bureau a copy of a newspaper article and requested that this 
Bureau advise of any information we might have reflecting 
upon the matter raised in the article. The subject of this 
letter was entitled “Information Request” and the article 
contained information concerning I I of Jersey 

County, Treasurer of the State Democratic Party. Our reply 
to this request was furnished to the Deputy Attorney General 
by letter dated January 30, 1970, entitled “Informa^bion^^K^est ♦*’ 

In addition, the Records Administration O ffice of 
the Department was fur nished two memoranda entitled 

Unknown Subjects; Civic Center Bank 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


ana Trust company, Chicago, Illinois; Federal Reserve Act,” 
dated July 23, 1970, and October 30, 1970. It is noted that 
this matter arose out of information furnis hed to Assistant 
United States Attorney | | in Chicago, and it 

appears that this matter is currently under investigation as 
requested by Assistant United States Attorney| ~ 


Concerning Robert Quinn, our files reveal that one 
Robert Quinn, described as Chicago “Fire Commissioner,” 
is mentioned in the enclosure to a letter dated September 14, 
1964, from the then Assistant Attorney General, Criminal 
Division, captioned “Anonymous Letter; Chicago Bombings.” 
This enclosure indicated information concerning arsons and 
bombings 3n the Chicago area could be obtained by giving ”Iie 
tests" to Quinn and others. (157-2-9-703) 


of one T 


Regarding 


it is noted that the name 

Duwucnuic iommitteeman of Chicago's 

was mentioned in a report entitled I I aka r " 


b6 

b7C 


character of Anti-Racketeering, dated at Chicago 
This report was furnished to the 


uncier tne 

on February 13, 1S89. 

Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, Organized Crime 
and Racketeering Section, during the course of an investigation 
of Prio. The above is the only information which v/as locat ed 
in our files pertaining to one George Dunne. 









Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


Concerning ! |, our files do not reveal 

that he has been InvestJ- trntpd hv _, this Bureau. However, it is 


noted that the name of 


b6 

b7C 


is mentioned in a report 


dated February 1, 1963, at Chicago, entitled "Criminal Influence 
in Local 134, Etc.,” under the character of Anti-Racketeering. 
This report was furnished to the then Assistant Attorney General, 
Criminal Division, Organized Crime and Racketeering- Section, 
on February 11, 1963. (92-5045-22) 


In addition, the name of 

is mentioned throughout a report datea i*ooruary T] iyoa, at 
Chicago, entitled "Local 134, IBEW; Et Al.,” under the 
character "Antitrust (Accounting Investigation) This 
report was furnished the Antitrust Division of the Department 
on February 15, 1963, Another report under the same caption 
dated .Tuna 11. 1963. at Chicago, contained information con- 


b6 

b7C 


cerninj£ \ This report was furnished 

to the Antitrust Division of the Department on June 21, 1963. 


The name of one 


mjm. -u vvw • 

(66-5739-113,128) 


described in 


November, 1962, as the then n ewly elected coun ty assessor, 
appeared in a report entitled I L " under the 

character of Anti-Racketeering, dated March 9, 1966, at 
Chicago. This report was furnished to the Department on 
March 23, 1966. (92-9162-1) 


b6 

b7C 


The name of 


1 described as 


b6 

b7C 


the Cook County Assessor, appeared in a report dated May 13, 

1963, at Chicago, Illinois, under the title "Criminal Influence 
in Local 134, IBEW, Etc.,” under the character of Anti-Racketeering, 

A copy of this report was furnished to the Department on 
May 23, 1963. (92-5045-23) 

In December, 1989, the Chicago Field Office of this 
Bureau advised that then Assistant United States Attorney 

| Chief ^Special prosecutions Unit, United b6 

States Attorneys office, Chicago, Illinois — had recently , b7c 

furnished a tape of a conversati on of one 


and former 


v/ith Cook County Stateh Attorney[ 

Assistant United States Attorney \ This 

taps was monitox'ed by our Chicago office and it is noted that 
there was considerable information furnished regarding the 
hoodlum and criminal element in and aroun d Chica go. A t one 
.point In this tape. It v/as mentioned that I I claimed I 

I 1 (not further described) , veteran Democratic politician 

in Chicago, bets $200,000 on every election." (62-9-9-2022) 


3 







Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


Based on the limited information furnished 
concerning tlieso individuals, a search of the Identification 
Division recox’ds of this Bureau was made by name only and no 
identifiable arrest record was located for any of the ton 
individuals on whom you made inquiry. 


Enclosures (2) 


Note : Information being f iirniahad to the* p fipart.nmnt con- 
cerning the tape involving | is in the possession 

of the U.S„ Attorney's Office in Chicago. In view of the fact 
it may be pertinent, this information is being furnished to the 
Department , 


b6 | 
b7C 


No arrest record on any of the individuals was 
located based on a name check only in the Identification Division. 
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ROUTING AND TRANSMITTAL SLIP 



TO (Name , office symbol or location) 

FBI - FOIA Unit 


COORDINATION 


INFORMATION 


NOTE AND 
RETURN 


PER CON 
VERSAT I ON 


SIGNATURE 


REMARKS 


o 

PRIVACY REQUEST - Otto Kemer 


0 . 


This request has also been referred to all 
components indicated in letter to requester. 


Do NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals^ concurrences, 
disapprovals, clearances, and similar actions 


FROM (W 

r ame, office symbol or local 

'Ion) j 

DATE | 

12/15/75 1 

PHONE ^ 

d6 j 
DlC 

OPTIONAL FORM 41 

AUGUST 1967 

GSA FPMR ( 4ICFR) 100-11.206 

c48 — 16 — 81694-1 552-103 QPO 5041-101 
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* \ ‘l">;\UMrt ^v^MF-NT 

Memorandum 

.Mr. Sullivaii^j^ 


V. 


*■ V 


Tolson . 
Sullivan . 


, Mrhr . 'AC. _*< t _ 

/ i. 


« 4 rf • -V -T 

‘'“I’nnan/C.QiT 
vi CnUaliah 3&?!1 


TO 

0iO 

FROM : T. E. Bishop 


DATE: 1/25/71 


«>•/ 



r<r 

Slfefcr 

Gale ^ JL. 

cn ' jS.— 


1 7^ 

/ r^favcl Z_ 


>\ Walters . 
^ Soyars . 


Tele. Room — d -* 

Holmes 

Gandy . 


SUBJECT: 


DRAKE UNIVERSITY 
DES MOINES, IOWA 


/>/ 



( ' N. 

It will be recalled that a United Press International (UPI) release | 
(of 12/19/70 q^J;ed the above captioned individual, formerly a senior law clerk 


(of Judge Otto Kerner , 7th Circuit Court of Appeals, Chicago, as stating that in 
sarly 19 69 the Judged private office telephone was tapped for four mon ths and 
Jassumed it was done by the FBI. At the Director’s instruction, [ 


r >V; 


\ 

k 
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(was contacted by Bureau representatives on 12/23/70 to make him put up or ' 

( shut up regarding his allegation. He had no concrete facts of wiretapping by 
i lithe FBI or anyone else. It was emphatically pointed out to him that the FBI had 
never tapped the Judge’s telephone and that Judge Kerner had been so informed. 

\ I He was told in the strongest terms that his remarks about the FBI were 
j | completely false; that such irresponsible action on his part was inexcusable; 

[jand that he should cease making unfounded charges involving the FBI. 

, Judge Kerner was also contacted con cerning thi s matter on 12/22/70 by the SAC f4 
' at Chicago. He was embarrassed^ ^ I charges and said that he had no ^9 

knowledge of the matter and that ! H id not bring the matter to his attention rd/; 

or prior to commenting to the press. <? 


It will also be recalled that UPI on January 22, 1971, carried a 
story concerning two Justice Department officials who allegedly stated that 
the Director should have retired 10 years ago. (They have denied making such 
statements and claim to have been misquoted.) The UPI story indicated that 
the alleged remarks by the Justice Department employees were made the day 
before (January 21st) before a group of Drake University law students. From 
this it would appear that no one from UPI was present when these remarks 
were made but that this information had to come from someone who was present. 
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Bishop to Sullivan Memorandum 

He: \ 1 


On January 24, 1971, the ’Washington Sunday Star” carried a story 
(c — 7 attached) which states that members of the law faculty of Drake University 
disputed the denial of the two Departmental employees about the remarks they 
allegedly made. The story shys that one faculty member told the "Star” that 
the UPI story was ’’right down the line word for. word. ” The story states as 
follows: ’’Earlier, Assistant Law Professor Ej.iot Landau to ld the ”De s Moines 
Register” the Justice aides were quoted accurately.” This is the samel 
referred to above who gave out the false story that the FBI had tapped Judge 
Kerner’s telephone. It would appear that he probably also is the source of the 
UPI story about the alleged remarks by the Justice Department employees 
while- appearing at Dra ke Universi ty. On a memorandum prepared by Mr. Rosen 
on 12/24/70 concerning ! | false allegation that the FRT h a d tapped Judge 

Kerner’s phone, the Director had noted, ’’This skunk, | is one hell of a 

character to be on the law faculty of an university. ” 
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The above would indicate that the Director’s analysis of this 
individual is 100 percent accurate. • 

RECOMMENDATION 


None. For information. 
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Members of the law faculty of 
Drake University Des Moines, 
Iowa, yesterday disputed a Jus- 
‘tice Department statement that 
two departmental aides were is- 
quoted in remarks they made 
about FBI Director' J . Edgar 
Hoover. f | 

^ “The story was right down the, 
line, word for word,” one faculty- 
member told The Star yester- 
day, referring to a United Press - 
International report of a meet- 
ing with law students there 
Thursday. 

Earlier, assistant, lay/ profes^ 
j sor Eliot Landau told J;h<^ £)es, 

I MofnesTr&egistor Jjh e "J ustice]^ 


*aides were quoted accurately^ 

' ^Robert Murphy, assistant 
chief, of the crminal section of 
Justice’s Civil Rights Division, 
and Mike Abbell, an attorney in 
the Criminal Division, . -were 
quoted in the story as saying 
Hoovar was ‘Jan entity uto him- 
self” and should have retired a 
decade ago. 

Assistant Attorney General 
William H. Rehnquist, legal 
^counsel to ' Attorney General 
, “John N. Mitchell, also was at the 
| [Drake meeting and defended 
l fHoover. .. * 

| 1 Late Friday, a Justice Depart- 
1 Foment spokesman said, “the 
| qotes are not accurate. They 
| certainly do not reflect the 
| quotes are not accurate. They 
| certainly do not X'eflect the 
| views of the department.” 
| gMitchell ordered the three aides 
I [to report to him on just what 
I |they said about Hoover. 
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The Washington Post 

Times Herald 

The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star (Washington) r 

The Sunday Star (Washington) &2jjT 

Daily News (New York) _ 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 

The New York Times 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal 

The National Observer 

People's World 


Data JAN 2d 1971 
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SCHEDULE a 


Definition 


"Document," as used herein, means the original or 
copies of any written, recorded, or graphic matter, however 
produced or reproduced, including, but not limited to, any 
book, pamphlet, periodical, letter, correspondence, telegram 
telex* report, memorandum, intra- or inter-office communica- 
tion, working paper, record, study, paper, work- sheet, work 
records, computer printout, data sheets, data processing 
card or tape, recordings, transcriptions thereof, and all 
Other memorials of any conversations, meetings, and confer- 
ences, by telephone or otherwise, and any other writing or 
recording, however produced or reproduced, which is in your 
agency's possession, custody or control or in the possession, 
custody or control of any or all of the agencies and depart- 
ments enumerated herein, or known by your agency to exist, 
or in the possession, custody or control of any agent, officer 
or employee of your agency or any of the agencies or depart- 
ments enumerated herein. If any such document was,, but is 
no longer in your possession or subject to your control. 

State what disposition was made of it and the date thereof. 

Time Period 

All information requested is for the period from 
January 1, 1960 to date, unless otherwise specifically 
indicated. However,, documents prepared prior to the relevant 
time, period, but which relate or refer thereto, are to be 
included in your response to this request. 

Documents Requested 

1_. All Federal Personnel Records of Otto Kerner, Jr., 
and all documents referring or relating to the aforesaid 
records . 


2.. All documents referring or relating to any involvement 
,of‘ former President Richard M. Nixon, former Attorney General 
John M. Mitchell and/or any Commissioner of the Internal Revenue 
Service, or any agents or representatives of them, in the criminal 
prosecution of Otto Kerner, Jr. 

3.. All documents referring or relating to the activities, 
associations, affiliations, memberships, political campaigns, 
judicial actions and public actions of Otto Kerner, Jr. 

4.. All reports of any nature whatsoever referring or 
relating to: Otto Kerner, Jr., prepared by any agents of the 
Federal, state or local governments, or subdivisions thereof, 
and/or at the behest of the aforesaid entities, including, but 
not. limited, to.., the. following: 


2 


a. Federal Bureau of Investigation 

b. Defense Intelligence Agency 

c. Internal Revenue Service 

d. Central Intelligence Agency 

I 

5. All documents referring or relating to or containing 
information on the finances of Otto Kerner, Jr., prepared by 
any agents of the Federal, state or local governments, or 
subdivisions thereof, and/or at the behest of the aforesaid 
entities, including, but not limited to, the following: 

a. Federal Bureau of Investigation 

b. Defense Intelligence Agency . 

c. Internal Revenue Service 

d. Central Intelligence Agency 

6. All documents referring or relating to legal or illegal 
wiretapping, or any form of electronic or personal surveillance 
whatsoever, engaged in by any agents or the Federal, state or 
local governments or any subdivisions thereof and/or at the 
behest of any of the aforesaid governments or subdivisions 
thereof. 


4-22 (KeV. P2S-75) * ** ^ * » * 

Federal Bureau of ^investigate® 

Records Section 4 ▼' 
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^Name Searching Unit, 4543 JEH-FBI Bldg. 

Service Unit, 46^4 JEH-FBI fydq. 

1 i t orward t< 

M ^J^Attention 
1 Return to 
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Ext. 

Type of References Requested: “ ,v / , r. J 

1 iRegular Request (Analytical Search) / / / 

1 1 All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 

1 1 Subversive References Only 

1 1 Nonsubversive References Only 

1 1 Main Roferenres Only 


Type of 

Search Re< 
Restrictec 
Exact Nan 
Buildup 

guested: 
to T .ornlity of 

l 

cz 

ie Only (On the Nose) 

1 ._. 1 Variations 



Subject 
Birthdat 
Address 
t 

OTTt $ J-ZS* ... 

e & Place 
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Mfr. * 

7 ^ ^ 

Localities 

R < . n„,. /' 7-76 

Prod. 

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 
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December 11, 1975 



Executive Assistant to the Deputy Attorney General 

Office of the Deputy Attorney General 

U.S. Department of Justice 

10th and Constitution Avenue 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

Re. " Privacy Access Request" 


Dear Sir: 

The undersigned represents Otto Kerner, Jr. of 233 East Walton Street, ' 

Chicago, Illinois, and is the authorized representative of Mr. Kerner under the : 

terms of the Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C 552a. Therefore, I hereby formally 1 

renew my request, based upon a Privacy Act letter submitted to the 

Department of Justice by this office on October 22, 1975, for any and all 

information on Otto Kerner, Jr. which your office possesses, including, but 

not limited to, the attached Schedule A. 

! 

i 

Enclosed you will find the duly notarized indentification form of Otto ' j 

Kerner, Jr., pursuant to 28 C.F.R. 16.41. I 

I am prepared to comply with your good faith administrative needs H 

Concerning the amount of time you may require to fulfill this request, so long 
as your response is reasonably expeditious. 

Your timely response to this matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

| b6 ; 
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SCHEDULE A 


Definition 


"Document," as used herein, means the original or copies of any 
written, recorded, or graphic matter, however produced or reproduced, 
including, but not limited to, any book, pamphlet, periodical, letter, 
correspondence, telegram telex, report, memorandum, intra- or inter-office 
communication, working paper, record, study, paper, work sheet, work 
records, computer printout, data sheets; data processing card or tape, 
recordings, transcriptions thereof, and all other memorials of any 
conversations, meetings, and conferences, by telephone or otherwise, and any 
other writing or recording, however produced or reproduced, which is in your 
agency's possession, custody or control or in the possession, custody or control 
of any or all of the agencies and departments enumerated herein, or known by 
your agency to exist, or in the possession, custody or control of any agent, 
officer or employee of your agency or any of the agencies or deparments 
enumerated herein. If any such document was, but is no longer in your 
possession or subject to your control, state what disposition was made of it 
and the date thereof. 


Time Period 


All information requested is for the period from January 1, 1960 to 
date, unless otherwise specifically indicated. However, documents prepared 
prior to the relevant time period, but which relate or refer thereto, are to be 
included in your response to this request. 

Documents Requested 

1. All documents referring or relating to the activities, associations, 
affiliations, memberships, political campaigns, judicial actions and public 
actions of Otto Kerner, Jr. 

2. All reports of any nature whatsoever referring or relating to Otto 
Kerner, Jr., prepared by any agents of the Federal, state or local 
governments, or subdivisions thereof, and/or at the behest of the aforesaid 
entities. 


3. All documents referring or relating to or containing information on 
the finances of Otto Kerner, Jr., prepared by any agents of the Federal, state 
or local governments, or subdivisions thereof, and/or at the behest of the 
aforesaid entities. 

4. All Federal Personnel Records of Otto Kerner, Jr., and all 
documents referring or relating to the aforesaid records. 


U^. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

• • 

Identity Verification 


In accordance with 28 CFR 16.41, the information on this 
form is required for all individuals submitting requests 
by mail under the Privacy Act, P.L. 93-579. This infor- 
mation will be used to verify the applicant's identity 
and to identify records available to him/her. Failure 
to furnish this information will result in a denial of 
the request. False information on this form subjects the 
requester to criminal penalties.' 

FULL NAME OF REQUESTER Otto Kerner, Jr. 

CURRENT ADDRESS 233 'East Walton Street/ Chicago, Illinois 60611 

DATE OF BIRTH August 15, 190 8 • 

PLACE OF BIRTH Chicago, Illinois 


EMPLOYEE I DENT ]^4-€^T I ON fslO . (Inapplicable) 
SIGNATURE 



•Please attach a photocopy of an identifying document 
(such as a passport, identification badge, drivers license, 
etc.) OR complete the form below. 




7 centtfiy that 7 am the peuon named above and 7 undenAtand 
that any fiaL&tfitcatton ofi thti statement Ia puvuAhable unden. the 
pnov/AtonA ofi IS CISC TOO! by a Itne on. tm pnt&onment on. both. 


Signatune 


SubAcvUbed and Aicon.n to begone me th-U { 



Signature o& No ton y \Xcv.oA^Lc^ 114 jlLuA 
My CommtAAton Ex.ptn.eA ^ '••• ' - - - r-- 


FORM-DAG 23 9-26-75 doi 








October 29, 1975 



Dear] | 

Your recent letter requesting records of the Depart- 
ment of Justice in behalf of your client, Mr. Otto Kerner, 
has been received. 

Pursuant to the Privacy Act, P.L. 93-579, which 
became effective September 27, 1975, and C.F.R. 26.41, 
andindividual seeking access to records about himself in 
a Department of Justice records system should indicate the 
system(s) of records to which he seeks access and address 
his request directly to the system manager (s) . A list 
of records systems and system managers was printed in the 
August 27 and September 23, 1975 issues of the Federal 
Register ("Notices of Systems of Records," Part II, 

Section 2). The Federal Register .is -obtainable, at. .your, .local., 
library. For your assistance, I have enclosed a listing 
of the various components of the Department which maintain 
records systems. 

The enclosed form asking for identifying information 
must be completed by your client so that your request '■ 

can be processed. This form should be submitted with your 
request to the system manager. If your client seeks 
access to records within more than one system, a copy V 

of this form should be provided to each manager. ‘ - 

Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated. 

Sincerely, \ 



to the 
General 



* 


« 


December IS* 1975 
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Tour letter of December 11* 1975, concerning your client, 
Otto Kerner has been received by the Office of the Deputy Attorney 
General and referred to the Executive Office of the United States 
Attorneys, Tax and Criminal Bivisions and the E3I» You ray expect 
separate determinations and responses £tm each of these offices. 

Sincerely, 


to tfch 
Deputy Attorney General 
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January 13, 1976 


Seymour and Patton 
1225 Connecticut: Avenue 
Washington, D, C* 20G36 


Dear 



This is to acknowledge receipt of your 
Freedom, of Information -Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request by 
the FBI on December 16, 1975, concerning your client, 

Otto Kerner, jr. 

An exceedingly heavy volume of FOIPA requests 
has been received these, past few months* Add5.t ionally , 
court deadlines involving certain historical cases of 
considerable scope have been imposed upon the FI*I« 

Despite successive expansions of our staff responsible 
for FOIPA matters, substantial delays in processing 
requests continue. 

The FBI has 6,176 FOIPA requests on hand. 
Processing has begun, and is in various stages of comple- 
tion on 1,004 of those cases. In an effort to deal fairly 
with any request requiring the retrieval, processing and 
duplication of documents r each request is being handled 
in chronological order based on the date of receipt. 

Please be assured that your request is being handled as 
equitably as possible and that all documents which can be 
released will be made available at the earliest possible 
date. 


O. Dir. 

{ AD Adm. _ 
1 AD Inv. 

l\ r 

\ \ )• Syst 

i. k Affnirs- 

H T mCom, 


MAILED 6 


JAN 1 31976 


5nce and cooperation will be appreciated, 
I Sincerely yours , 


wnn * — u 

c. M. Kelley 

f S( 

, — ... » Clarence II* Kelley 

Director ' u 

1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosures \ i (3) 
Attention: I \ / ; ' 1 " " v 


f , repreag (5)**} 
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